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Tog ether with the Life of the 
Moſt Illuftrious Monarch 


of the Mighty Empire of the Caliphs, 
_ and of the Africay Kingdoms. 


Compoſed i in Arabick by Abulcacim Ta- 
Abentariq, one of the Generals in 

hat Spaniſh Expedition ; and Tran- 
ſlated into Spaniſh by Michael de Luna, 
Interpreter to Philip the Second. 
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| vet of Lawrels, as the Scene 


|C /ampaign ; and at the {ame 
| time to demand your Pro- 


To the Moſt THuftrious 
FAMES FITZFAMES. 


SER: 
HIS Noble Arabian. - 


approaches you in an 
Engliſh Garb, to congratu- 
ate. your Return from fo fer- 
tile and fo glorious an Har- 


of Buda has afforded you this 


tection. His Quality of an 
Officer, as well as of a Stran- 
ger, will, doubtleſs, not only 
4 2 apo- 
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apologize for* this Intruſron 
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butendear him to all the Ge- 
nerous and Brave. He courts 
Your Patronage, Sir, as know- 


in that once” obtain'd, it will 


be an infallible means to make 
his own Merits known. TI he 
Repmblick of Letters is more 
than alittle indebted to his 
Country-men, for 'the niceſt 
Speculations 'we \ have m all 
forts of Sciences; and We par- 


ticularly to him for this Hi 


' Fory, containing fuch warzety 


-of : Revolutions 'and Events. 
This'1s what; Sir; I hope will 
attone tor my Prefumption, 


uſhering this Noble Foreign- 


>. er into your Preſence. He 


"WAS 


Dedicatory. | 


* The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
, | was ſenſible” he 'could!; no. 
, | where ff og under great-; 

& Gallantry and, Expe@ation;: 
and that his, being. yohr. Vo-. 
jj | Janteer afforded Þþijz-a niigh-. 
cp fy Froſpe® of anew: Scene 
2 of C onqueſts. Here, Sir, | he, 
ſtrikes in with the: Cniver(al 
Opinion : tor how far may 
we not extend our hopes trom. 
1M ſuch an indefatigable Applica- 
tion to labour, fuch a match- 
7; (4s Intrepidity, fuch a matu- 
R rity of Condutt 1n fuch green 
/ Years, fuch a number of [ r0- 
-jn[pyies, with the Rapidity of | 

Az Hae | 

. [your Progreſſes m the Field » 
of Honour, of which the Spa- On 
if bies, Fanixaries, ang;4 artars, ." 


A " bo are 


Wer 
s 
: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


are the ſad Hiſtorians ? Yet 
tho' thegreatneſs of your Ex- 
plots, Sir , 1s what all the 
World knows, and all the 
World admires ; yet, you 
have other Embeliſhmentsthat 
will no leſs deck up your 
Trinmphs than all the litre 
derived from the moſt gh- 
rious Expeditions. T eſe are 
thoſe precious Gifts, thoſe rare 
T alents of Nature, that mix- 
ture of Sweetneſs. and Maje- 
ſty that covers all your Ilu- 
ſtrious Perſon, that CharaFer 
of a Hero engravd no lels in 
your Þ ace than in your AG:- 
ons ; that eaſeneſs of Acceſs, 
familiarity of Converſe ; that 
Soul, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Foul, great, good, andgenerous, 
x- [and in every thing- proclaim- 
he [ing the Divinity of your Ex- 
he | tration. T heſe are the Ex- 
uf celſencies that have already 
at gain'd you an Empire over 
ar all Hearts; with which the 
re | Nation muſt be contented, till 


2. | ſuch time as that our Mighty 
re Prince ſhall bid March to the 


re | bet Troops in the World. 
x-| And theſe are the Excellen- 
e- | cies that do the more parti- 
y- | cularly engage me to be eter- 
er | nally, with Devotion, 


n SIR, 

J- 

- - Your moſt Obedient, and 

oF moſt Humble Servant, 
at | 


Matt. T aubman, 


FO © 
Whbulcacim Tariff Abentariq. 
Raiſed and Glorified' be, for 


evermore one ſole God *, "Inf 
| and Creator of all things, fg = 
we Rei is wither begining © 
| aid without middle, as-well as 
{without end. + The  2Berng -from 
I whence proceeds abs; Seings : The 
B-firft and only cauſe: that ſubſiſts of 
it ſelf, and'gives motion to all 
others, which it cauſes to” al 
through intomprehenſible Reforts, . _ 
moving as it pleaſes, the Hearts 
of all. Men, and particularly that 


of 
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The Preface. 

of Kings ; to accompliſh by them, 
as ſecond cauſes upon Earth, what 
Providence has reſolud on from 
all Fternity in Heaven; who pu- 
niſbes him that merits it by his 
Fuftice, and predeſtines whomever 
he pleaſes by his Mercy , ſeeing 
written together, and of one and 
the ſame date, the paſt, preſent and 
future, in the great Book of his 

infinite Fes 
Tothis great God do. Imake my 
humble Addreſſes, to ebtain the 
force I jhall need to write exattly 
* In Ara- and truly, The Hiſtory of the 
vx +. Conqueſt of Spain, and the 
is with- Wars occaſiond by the Death' of 


out doubt, 


Majab, Caliph Aboulvald Almanzor, 


Invention, 


by reaſon OF only-in that great Kingdom, 
done ix Out in Africa, and throughout 
wore. the whole extent of the Aravians : 
ing. firſt of all among the Princes his 

Children, and afterwards among 


the 


c) - be 


The Preface. 
the Governours of all bis King- 
doms ; who after having rewol t- 


mM i ey againſt their King, wag d War 
1% if upon 0ne. another, about the divi- 
" | 


flon of that great Empire. As F 
Or i wilt add nothing of my ſelf 16 ſuch 
"7g if great events, ſave fuch confidera- 
ud i ble matters as occurrd in thoſe 
td HMes ; F neither expect aor merit 
us Honour or Profit : I only require 
of him- that jhall read what F am: 
going to-write, that he would pray 
God to teach. me what I ought to 
do for his ſervice; and that he 
would ſupply what: is not in me by: 
his Grace: And' indeed Iammwell 
afſurd of being blamd for having 
undertaken ſo vaſt a: deſign, and 
that ſeveral will find (as it is true) In Ar 
that it required beth more lofty meatuts 
and more poliſhd" Genuiffes than = gd 
mine, 10 give the neceſſary Weight 
and Authority to ſo great a Work. 
: But 
* 
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The Preface. 
But after having agreed with thei, 


in this, they will allow ane to tell, 
them the Reaſons that made me, 


take Pen in Hand ; ; and perhaps,” 
they will be ſati Iſbell | 
tell them thaf®F as preſent in 
that War, from ty i rſt day that 
General Tariff entred Spain with | © 
.Count Julian, wntil that he had" 
- fnijhd that C ongueſt ; and. that, 
' there was no Battel nor ' Occaſion, © 
- but whereat I was.in Perſon, ex-l 
cepting the Sieges of Carmona, ) 
and of Merida ; by reaſon that at. 
that time, I was in the Province. 
of Grenada, with that great 
Captain. | 
Thus I may ſay, that I have. 
been an Eye-witneſs of moſt of the 
things whereof I ſpeak. ; and that 
as for thoſe I have not ſeen in all | 
times, I have had the C urioſity to: 
be. informed of them from Perſons | * 


who 
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| "The Preface. 
"ml ipho_ could know them better ; as 
from the P rincipal Officers and Ge- 
nerals of . Armies, who have them- 
F ſelves- given me the Letters and 
"= Memoires whereof 1 make mention 
in this ' Hifftory, that I might. be 
i accordingly provided for "the wri- 
11 ting it one time or other. * + 
BY Therefore I may hope that thoſe 
as ſhall take. the pains to read it, 
inflead of Wondering at my B old. 


neſs,- will con me thanks for my 


doubtleſs, in great numbers occur 
therein, when they ſhall \conſider 
that. theres is no Body in the World 
 Nexempt from" them, and: that we 
ought to mind our own, before we 
17 | judge of thoſe of others: 5. nay, ſome 
| there will be that will jind''there 
TY mould have. been much more. reaſon 
to have blamd me, had I not made 
: any 


E*Good Will, and will have ſome * Ni as 
N indulgence for the faults as: ſhall erg 


The Prefate. 

any Memoires of all Thad ſe 
ow to have made them ſuch a 
they are z and the greateſt Critich 
vill be obligd to.own, That if all 
Authors __ undertake to write 
Hiſtory, had like me, had ſont 
part in the Events they deſcribe 
their Works would be == betta 
receivd by the Publick, and na! 
be, as they are, for the moſt part, 
fall of Falfities and Uncertainties, 

I make no Difficulty to ſpeak, in 
this manner, for as at the ve 
moment that I: write theſe gredt 
things, there are ftill People g 
that time, that, as well as me 
have ſeen the greateſt part f them, 
and who tan give me. the lye, if 
do not relate them atcording as they 
paſsd'? I ſhall content my ſelf with 
taking them to witneſs of the 
zruth. ; and I willingly ſubmit my 
felf to "their Cenſure, 

THE 


T HE 


PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


READER. 


7 Ince the Novelty of the mat- 
ter, and the Form of this 
enfuing Fiſtory, do pofhbly re- 
qure ſomething to be ſaid for 
its better Illuſtration, I ſhall a 
little ftirefs' upon thy Patience, 
Gracious Ready: by fo modiſh 
a Tranſgreſſion as that of a Pre- 
face. A man ſeldom arrives 
at a Delicate Entertainmenr 
without running the Gauntlet 
of a bundance " Formality ; 
ſeldom gets to Court without 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding the*Brunt of continu. 


al Ceremony ; nor to the En: 


joyment of a Miſtreſs without 
bruſhing through a Confounded 
deal of VVooung and Riffing: 
And yet without being an Epi- 
cure, Ambitious, or a Lover; 


if the Scene be new, whatever i 


trouble it may have coſt him, 
he finds his ſatisfaction. Now 
this is matter-yo urge for! my 
Excuſe in the:preſent ifſtanice-: 
For undoubtedly; hardly: has 


there ever been: ſuch very>com 


ſiderable Occurrences and Re 


volutions inthe VVorld as thoſe 
here deſcribed, -and yer with 
which we are leſs acquainted ;: 
Thus: the Learned, as: well»as 


others, willhave wherewithal to 


gratify their Curioſity, and aug- 
ment ther Knowledge:| This 


1sabrindantly made: our by..the 
Wt Tran- 


un fn. and leet fa ado 1 
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Td the Reader. 
Tranſlator; m'the Diſſertation he 
had annnex'd: Bur he gOINg 1N- 
to France this Summer, and 
leaving his Copy with a Fricnd, 
that Friend ' handed . it - to the 
Preſs ; and it was agreed it 
would make the Compleater 
Book, were the Dram ad- 
joyn'd to the ſecond and laſt 
Volume ; thought - proves the 
Truth of this Hiſtory, -by con- 
ferring it with the Hiſtory of 
Spain , and ſeveral Andie 
1 urkiſh, and Perſian Manuſcripts. 
His abſence muſt at. the ſame 
tunc Apologize for ſome, per- 
chance ,. unpoliſh'd paſſages, 
which he would haye- refined 
had they. paſsd his Review ; 
which -offibly fo far from being 
Blenuſhes , like Moles, a 
heighten che Beauty. 


A Bur 


Fo the Reade). 
But” batjiig fi fuch' fall fps, 
what can be of : More” 'impor- | 
tance, than an account borh of | 
one of the greateſt and lea 
known Heroes that- was ever 
nm the VVorld, as was that Fa- 
mous Arabian 'M enarch Alman- 
207 ; who after having taken 
Domeſens, and Conquer 'd the 
greateſt part of Perſia, and the 
Indies, render hit LincF Maſter 
of all Africa that was known 
at that time ; and whoſe Gene- 
rals, having reduc'd Spaiz in ſub- 
jection to him, could hardly 
curb themſdes from paſſing 
the Pyrenees, and undertaking 
the Conqueſt of France, before 
they bad received orders En 
their Maſter for that purpoſe. 
Yet do not our Hiſtorians fo 
much as agree upon this migh- 


ty Princes IN atN, of the time 
when 
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To the Reader. 
when he Reigned, nor of the 
Year when the Moors paſs'd the 
 Streight.. 

But the Principal cauſe of 


 ourlittle acquaintance with this, 


and” other the Hiſtories of the 
Eaftern Princes, is the Ignorance 
of the Arabick, Perſian, Turkiſh, 
and Mauritanick Languages, 
which hinders us from being 
ſo Critical as to know the good, 
from bad Books, written in 
thoſe Tongues 3 and the diffi 
culry there is, not only in under- 
. Randing them aright, bur in 
reading them alſo aright ; in- 
"ans that after many Years 
Study, fow: People but do at 
length deſiſt. 
; VVhercfore we muſt needs 
own our ſelves the more indebt- 
ed to Michael de Luna, tor ha- 
ving taken the pains to Tran- 
a 2 {late 


To the Reader, 
flate Abulcacines VVorks into 
Spaniſbz ſince this ſingle Hiſto- 
ry may ſtand in Competition 
with all thoſe of the Greeks and 
Romans. And indeed, the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Conqueſt of 
Spain by the Moors, in x Year 
712 of our Lord, are fo curious, 
and the Life of the Caliph AL 
manzor, under whom this great 
Event harpen'd, ſo fine, that 
Abulcacim Abentari, who accom- 
pany'd 7 ariff and Maca through- 
out that whole Expedition , 
may be ſaid to Challenge more , 
Credit than Arrian, who only 
writ after - the Memoires of 
Ptolomy and Ariftobulus, who 
attended Alexander in his; and 
that he has all the Qualificati- 
ons neceſſary to merit the Cha- 
racter of the moſt perfe&t of 
Hiſtorians. 

Now 


To the Reader. 


/ Now to ſhew the Authentick- 
neſs of the Arabick Origmal, 
and the Spaniſh Verſion, many 
of the moſt Eminent Spaniſh 
Authors, as Pedraſa, Rodrigo 
Caro, Bleda, and others, Quote 
and Commend Abulcacim 7 arif, 
as an Author the moſt worthy 
of Credit they knew : And as 
for Mithael de Luna, his Tran- 
{lator, as he was a Citizen of 
Grenada, whence the Moors had 
not been long driven, he could 
know by Tradition many things 
that had relation to this Hiſto- 
ry : And inall probability ha- 
ving been choſen by Philip the 
Second, to be Interpreter of 
the Arabick Tongue ; and ha- 
ving doubtleſs had a great part 
1n the Scrutiny made after Ara- 
bick Books, that composd the 
greateſt part of the Eſcurial Lt 
| a 3 brary, 


To' the Reader. 
brary, he 'muſt have ſeen and 
examind all thoſe that ſpeak of 
the fame ſubje& ; and Hat he 
would not have choſen it to 
have givcnitto the Publickif he 
had not judg'd it more worthy 
of it than all the reſt, 

VVe ſhall not deſcend to ju- 
ttifie this Hiſtory arGontarly. 
rcterring that to the Diſſertation 
in the ſecond Volume; wherein 
it 1s compar'd, and put to the 
Teſt with the moſt aka 
Oriental Manuſcripts. Beſides, 
we haye been but too rude al 
ready, in detaining thee fo long, 
when the Entrance is ſo alluring. 


Hiſtory 1s the Miſtreſs of all 
Mankind ; a Miſtreſs that. Re- 
fines and Diverts the Ingemious, 
new Poliſhes the groſs and un- 
couth, and has Reformed me; 
and ſo, out of Gratitude, my 


Darling, 


To the Reader. 
Darling. But through an over- 
great Publick Spirit, I could no 
longer deny the Engliſh VVorld 
the Poſſeſſion of fo Raviſhing a 
Miſtreſs; and fo have ground 
to hope that this piece of Gene- 
roſity will meet with ſuch a due 
Acceptance, as may quicken me 
to haſten out the next, and in- 
deed more entertaining Volume. 


And fo Farewel. 
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Chap. 28. Aboulvalid makes Muaf 
General:ſſ ſſemo of his Armies, and afterl| 
having reduc'd the Kin gdom of Thunig 
under his Obedience, ores into As 
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| Jacob Almanzor his Soy. 214] 
Chap. 30. Aboulvalid's Death ; whij. 
leaves to one of his Kinſmen, call 
Mahomet Ameari, the Regency of bii 
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to bereave Prince Almanzor of hi © 
Life, is diſcoverd and puniſ'd fo 
his P erft dy. 23 
Chap. 32. Prince Almanzor's Death 
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/ 4 for? ifs = on _ Abilh 
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PART 


Containing the Life of Don 
Rodrigo, King of S pain 
T he Conqueſt 0 ak that ing. 
dom under the Caliph Va. 
lid Almanzor : oo the 
Wars which his Death oc: 
caſton'd in Atrica, im Eu- 
rope and Aſia, between 
his Children at his Gene- 


rals. 


Lina and all the Spaniſh Authors put 
Mira mamolin, inſtead of Emir el mume- 
vin, Prince of Believers. Almanzor ſig- 
nifes Auguſt, Victorious. Caliphe, Vi- 


car, Succeſlor, 
CHAP. 
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Anagilda, King Acoſta's Widdow, 
withdraws; with the Prince her 
Son, . to Cordoua: Rodrigo 
invites her to bring him back 10 
Court to. aſſiſt at. a Feſtival. 
She goes thither, and departs 
thence forthwith. 


N the Year or of the Hegira, & Pain Hegira ſig- 
was govern'd by a King call'd Ro- 2:2<5 >< 


c ; | ries, from 
drige, of the Ract of the Goths ; a whence 


People that came into that Coun- the 4rabs 


try from the fartheſt parts of the North, begin oh 


and who made profeſſion of the Chri/tz- their 
an Religion. This Kingdom did then 555 


148 he year 
enjoy a profound Peace, and was As gr of the 


much under his fubjeQion, , as Arabia Hegirelals 
could be formerly to the Great Alman- te year 


zor , our Soveraign Lord. Inſomuch 7:2 ofour | 


that this unhappy Prince ( for we may -** 
well term him fo ) had the freedom to 
abandon himſelf ro all the Vices, where- 
of Idleneſs is commonly the ſource. 
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_ What curbd him, was the young 
Prince Don Sancho, Son to the late King 
Acoſta, his Eldeſt Brother z to whom 
Nor 266- by conſequence * the Crown was devol- 
al Soereer, Ved after his Death, and which had 
been only conferr'd upon him until the 
Majority of-his Nephew: | But he was 
loath to reſign ſo. precious a Pledpe, 
and: his. thoughts were. wholly taken 
up in contriving the. means to appro- 
priate the whole Authority to himlelf; 
which to him.did not ſeem ſufficiently 
Charming, as long, as 1t. was only bor- 
row'd. | Soc | 
The more his Nephew became. for- 
tify'd in Body and Mind, the more this 
unnatural Unkle became - peeviſh and 
uneaſie. The Aﬀeion which all the 
Grandces bore him, much before the. 


* Aldebir, time giving him a * Jealouſie, which 


hana 2- he had much ado to diſlemble. 


thing out- Queen Anagilda having ſooner than, 
warely- any other, perceiv'd the ill will ke bore 


her Son, ſeldom ſuffer'd him out of her 
ſight, and only placd ſuch perſons 
about him, as of whoſe fidelity the was, 


well afſurd. Bur, in ſhort, the Aﬀe- 
ion ſhe had: for Don Sancho. making 
her ſhrift into all Rodrigo's pernicious 
Deſigns, and to foreſee the ſtorm that 

was 
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was ſuddenly like to come pouring 


upon her Head ; ſhe ask'd Rodrigo's 
Permiſſion to leave Toledo, the ufſu- 
al Abode of the Kings of Caſtille , 
to retire to a City in Andaloufra, 
called Cordova, whither ſhe took a- 
long her Son, and all her Houſhold. 
This Reſolution, which Rodrigo durſt 
not thwart, - made him harbour new 
and ſtronger Diſtruſts: He every mo- 
ment fancy'd that his Nephew had at- 
taind to his years of Majority ; that 
the Scepter was to be put into his 
Hands, and of an abſolute King as he 


{ . . A IJ F * Alcathir, 
was, become his Subjefts * Pupil : And ſubmitted, 


looking on this fall as a thing worſe 
than Death, , he found no better means 
to ſcreen himſelf from it, than to dit- 
patch as foon as poſſible Doz Sancho out 
of the World. 

To bring this Deſign the more eaſily 
and ſecretly about, he causd a Turna- 
ment to be proclaim'd at Toledo; where 
ſeveral days were wholly ſpent in the 
Preparations for fo great an Entertain- 
ment : And as all People were invited 
to be there on the day it was to begin, 
he ſent a Courier on purpoſe to Cor- 
doua, earneſtly to entreat Queen Ana- 


glda to Honour it with her Preſence, 
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and with that of the Prince her Son. 


This Princeſs ever labouring under the 
apprehenſions of ſome Treachery , art 
firſt wav'd with Excuſes the underta- 
King of this Journey ; but at laſt, being 
prels'd by tae Meſſengers that were ſent 
upon the heels of one another, ſhe con- 
ſulted thoſe in whom ſhe thought ſhe 
might eonfide: They all agreed, That the 
Diffidence ſhe harbour'd of her Brother- 
in-Law was well grounded, but that it 
became her not to ſuffer it to be per- 
ceiv'd : That Rodrigo wou'd eaſily guels 
the Reaſon why the Prince went not 
to Court, and ſa might be urg'd to Ex- 
tremities, for which they ought not to 
give him any occaſion. | 
Immediately after, Orders being gt 
ven for the Departure, and the rumours 
thereof. being ſpread about Andaloufra, 
ſeveral Perſons of Quality came to ask 
the Queen leave to attend her ; and 
ſhe being willing - to be accompany'd 
by the moſt People ſhe could, with joy 
accepted their offers. Thus did. ſhe 
repair with a very. numerous, brisk 
and ſtately Train into the Province of 
Caſtille ; at her arrival at. Toledo, ſhe 
was there received with all the Ho- 
nours due to her, and found the Court 
extraordinary full, She 


» © "- 
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in a Stately Palace, wherein ſhe had 
hardly remain'd the time necefiary to 
recreate herſelf after the fatigue of ſo 
great a March, but that the day ap- 
pointed for the folemnity: of that Feſti- 
val being come, ſhe was conducted in 
Ceremony, npon ® a Scaffold erected, 
and ſpread with Tapiſtries magnificent- 
ly, in a place where the Prince D. Saz- 
cho fat in the middle, having the King 
his Unkle on his Right Hand, and the 
Queen his Mother on his Leſt. 

As ſoon as this Entertainnzent was 
over, ( it having teen perform'd with 
much Joy and Magnificence) notwith- 
ſtanding the earnetit entreaties and in- 
ſtances made by rhe King D. Rodrigo, 
to oblige Anagilda to ſtay tome days to 
divert herſelf in his Court, ſhe remain'd 
fixd in the Reſolution ſhe {ad taken ; 
and alledging the beſt Reaſons ſhe coald 
bethink herſelf of, ſhe took her leave 
of him, and return'd in all hatte to Core 
doua, with her Son, and all the Com- 
pany ſhe had brought alorsg. 

Rodrigo being extremely vext, that 
ſo ſudden a departure had robb'd him 
of the means of executing his perverie 
Intentions, and touch'd to the quick, 

B 3 


that. 


She was lodg'd, with all her Train, 
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that in the Journey Don Sancho had ta» 

ken to Toledo the Grandees of the Court, 

the Governours of Places, the Prelats, 

* 11hamem- and the People ® had treated him in his 

m4, the OWN Preſence, as their real King ; he 

People, knew not what courſe to take to render 

the Com- himſelf the fole Maſter of Spain : He 

mom rolld a thouſand things in his mind, 

but paus'd not upon one without find- 

ing a thouſand Difficulties in'r, and out 

- of which he could, with any likelihood, 

promiſe himſelf a good iſſue. At laſt 

he reſolv'd upon what we ſhall ſee in the 
following Chapter. 
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CHAP. II. 


þ 

r | Rodrigo caſes the Prince Don 
| Sancho to be taken into Cuſto- 
dy. His Mother frees him out 
of Priſon, and goes with him 


; Into Africa. 
Roe aſter having miſsd of ſo 
fair an occaſion to rid himſelf of 
his Nephew, was too much dejected 
for to be able to reſolve on any thing 
in himſelf. But it was not ſufficient to 
find out expedients, there needed fuch 
— People as were capable of making uſe 
of them. A4ſtol/pho was the man of all 
the Court in whom he had the moſt 
Confidence ; wherefore upon him -did 
he unburden himſelt of a * Secrer, that + ,,, cy. 
lay ſo much the heavier upon him, as Care, the 
\P. | that he meant to have kept it to him- 1s: 
ſelf; . and offer'd him at the ſame time 
all the Gold and Money that was in 
his Power, and the Governments of 
the moſt conſiderable Places of his King- 
B 4 don, 
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dom, if he could help him to bring - 
abour his deſign. | 

Aſtolpho wanting neither Induſtry 
nor Malice, advisd him to practice 
falſe Witneſſes, that might charge Dor 
Sancho with ſome great Crime: Repre- 
ſenting to him, That when he ſhould 
cauſe him to be confind under the co- 
lour of Juſtice, no body could find 
fault therewith ; and that during the 
Prince's Imprifonment, it would be ea- 
ſie for him, either to put him to death, 
or to render himſfelt in fuch manner 
Maſter of the Kingdom, that it would 
be impoſſible to diveſt him of its Ad- 
miniſtration. 

The King very much reliſhing this 
Contrivance , was not long without 
cauſing D. Sancho's Proceſs to be made ; 
who by the Informations, was found 
charg'd with Crimes as black and no- 


- torious, as needed to authorize the 


clapping him up into Priſon, 

Aſtolpho having receivd the Com- 
miſſion for this purpoſe, departed from 
Toledo, without the leaft ſuſpicion be- 
ing had of the occaſion of his Journey, 
and reaching Cordoua before it could in 
the leaſt get Wind, he entred the 
Prince's Chamber , whom he found 
| oy ſleep- 


foot. She 
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ſleeping, in perfe& ſecurity from any 
ſuch like Treaſon ; and paſſing with all 
expedition acroſs the City, that dreamt 


not in the leaſt how matters went, he 


carry'd him through the Mountains 
making the Deſart, that ſeparate Ca/?i/le 
from Andaloufia, into a little Town 
that may be ſeen from Cordova, from 
which it is not far diſtant ; and is call'd 
The Tower of Stone. 


The Queen, amaz'd at ſo unexpeQ- Merens, 


ed a Blow, was ior ſome while without 


knowing what to reſolve on ; but as tain, 
ſhe had more Courage than her Sex brown, 


does uſually afford, and quickly fuſpe- 
ed how the caſe ſtood, ſhe reſolv'd at 
any rate to free her Son out of ſo great 
a Danger. Inſomuch, that havin 
caus'd five and twenty of the bravet 
men of her houſhold to take Horſe and 
Arms, as well as five and thirty others, 
whom ſhe order'd to follow her on 
he herſelf went with this 
ſmall Troop after thoſe that carry'd 
away her Son, whom ſhe overtook 
in 2 Tower, I have newly menti- 
ond. 

At firſt 4ftolpho meant to have ſtood 


. upon his Defence, but having vigorouſly 


attack'd him, and killd all his Men, ſhe 


her- 
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herſelf took him Priſoner, and brought 
her Son back to Cordoua. 

She at firſt deſign'd to have fortify'd 
herſelf in that Town, and to have pro- 
vided it with all things neceſfary, but 
fearing Rodrigo might come to beſiege 
her there, ſhe packed up all ſhe had 
moſt precious, and having aſſembled 
her moſt truſty Servants, ſhe withdrew 
to the moſt Weſtern part of Spain, into 
[|| a place called the Alzefires, belonging 

| to Count Julian ; the fame that a little 
while after occaſion'd the loſs of Spazy. 
Not finding herſelf even there in ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity, ſhe thought the »beſt | - 
courſe wou'd be to put the Sea between 
her and D. Rodrigo, and go ſeekin aff 
. foreign Country for ſuccours to con- |} - 
_ quer her own. This Reſolution * being Þþ 
Reſoluti- taken, ſhe causd A/tolpbo's Noſe and f}j » 
on. Ears to be cut off, as a Traytor to his |} / 
King ; and paſs'd the Streight, after} / 
having ſent him back to the King her} 4 
Brother-in-Law, with a Letter, which, 
Tranſlated out of Spaniſh into Arabick, 
is as follows. 


The 
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| The Letter of Queen Anagilda, 15 Let 


2 ter was 


the Prince Don Sancho's Mo- foundin 
ther, to the King D. Rodrigo Re: 
. Fe rigos 
; S SY. Gabe. at 
Cordoua, * 


The Unhappy Anagilda, to the wn® 


X {lated out 
Traytor, D. Rodrigo. ThE 
| into Arg- 


Health ts him that does not =, 
deſerve it. 


was again 
Pur 1nto 
the tongue 
out of 


Hy Natural Malignity, and the which it 
defire thou haſt, at any rate, to %* origt- 
Reign, muſt needs have plung'd thee into wrag. 
a ſtrange Blindneſs, for to render thee ſo 
unjuſt as to go about to prattize falſe Wit- 
neſſes againſt an Innocent; ſo perfidious 
as to fail in thy Loyalty to thy Lord ; 
fo unnatural as to rob thy Nephew of his 
Life. 
7 the Laws of Knighthood, as well 
as thoſe of humanity, do not ſuffer the re- 
venging one's ſelf on thoſe that have meant 
us the moſt miſchiefs, as ſoon as they can 
o longer do us any : Nay, and Generofity 
requires that we pardon them, tho, they 
have done us hurt ; but the leaſt of theſe 
| Vertues 
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Vertues is too great for thee : Thou wilt 


mot ſo much as know what theſe ſame Du- 
ties are, and doft not mind the praiſes 
that are gain'd by fine Aftions ; fince that 
inſtead of being for the Truth, which is 
the friend of God, thou makeſt. it thy 
whole Buſineſs to ſtifle it, and to declare 
thy ſelf againſt it ; vowing the ruine of 
him that- never had the leaſt thought to 
offend thee ; and who, 6n the contrary, 
has had ſo much confidence in thee, that 
he put himſelf under thy Proteition. 
Thou wouldjt do much better to make 
War upon thy Enemies, and conquer ſome 
one of their Provinces, than to attack a 
Woman and a Child ; wherein thou haſt 
not any Honour to acquire ; and wherein 
thou canſt not miſs of ruining it in this 
World, to loſe after that thy Soul in the 
other. Learn to harbour no longer fuch 
oy ® empty and ſuch Criminal Deſigns ; and 
fien. think of leading no longer ſuch a diſorder- 
ly Life as that thou leadeſt ; while that 
af aube; Goa, who .only requires the ® Converſion 
Cone, * of the Sinner, may ſtill grant thee 
Mercy. 
Doſt thou think that thy Reign wilt 
laſt always 2 Doft thou not know that only 
that of God hath no end 2 That all the 


Kings of the Farth are but Duſt ; that 


eas fi 
% 
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they muſt. one day become Duſt again ; and 
that when after thy Death, thou ſhalt ap- 
pear before his Tribunal, thou wilt ouly 
carry along with thee thither, the Good 
and Evil thou haft done in this Life. © 

 T Challenge thee in his Name, and ſum- 
mons thee to reſtore the Crown to whom it 
belongs, and te reſt ſatisfy d with thy 
Condition. If thou doſt not do it, aſſure 
thy ſelf, that though I am a Woman, and 
weak by Conſequence, T ruth, ſhall ſtrengthen 


me, and make me triumph, with the help 


of God, over all thy Artifices * ; that * Atgadr, 
will all vaniſh into ſmoak : The Innocence Treaſon. 


of my Son, as. well as my own, will be 


Chains of Iron, which all thy efforts can + 
never break ; and the Calumny and Trea-' 
ſon wherein thou wouldſt involve us, will.. 


laſt no longer than threds of rotten Flax : 


whereas the juſtice of my Cauſe being, firm. 


and ftable'as Marble, will appear- in the 
Eyes of all the World, as clear and as 
pure as Criſtal, It is eafie for thee to 
Judge of. the little reaſon thou haſt, by 
the little: help Heaven gives-thee. Thou 
ſendeſt to.take an Innocent with a Troop 
of Guards, as if he had been a Malefattor : 
God has broke thoſe bonds ; and if thou 
doubiſt it, thou needeſt only to ſee the 
Noſe and Ears of him, to whom thou 


gaveſt 
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gaveſt thy Commiſſion for that purpoſe, 


who will inform thee whether thou or we 
have the beſt Right. I will put an end 
to my Letter ; but take this along, That 
T am not at all reſold to put an end to 
either my Cares, or wy Endeavours againſt 
thee ; frem which, on the contrary, T will 
never deſiſt, till ſuch time as that I am 
fully Reveng d. 


From the Algefires, on the 23 day of 
Fanuary, in the year 750 of the 


* The art © @ 
of Cale, era of Ceſar. 


from 


whence © The Superſcription of the Pacquet 


—_ was to D. Rodrigo 5 the '£ yraut aud 


to reckon Z/ſurper of D. Sancho his Nephews King- 
their years dom 
15 thirty \ | 

eight years 


detncs our” Rodrigo in the mean while, thinking 


he had taken his meaſures aright, flat- 
ter'd himſelf. with the hopes of ſfudden- 
ly ſeeing that Priſoner arrive, whom he 
had fo great a longing to rid. himſelf 
of ; but ſtrangely was he ſurpriz'd, 
when he ſaw his dear A/tolpho come 
all disfigur'd as he was, diſclaiming 
againſt, and curſing his ill fortune: 
He was much more ſo, when having 
ask'd him, Who had put him into thar 
condition ? 
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condition 2 He acquainted him how 
that having taken Do» Sancho, and 
bringing him along towards Toledo, 
the Queen his Mother iſſued out of 
Cordova, with abundance of Horſe and 
Foot, and had usd ſuch expedition , 
that ſhe had overtaken him on the 
way, had cut all his Party to pieces, 
whatever reſiſtance he had been able to 
make, to endeavour to hinder her from 
reſcuing his Priſoner fromghim ; and 
that ſhe would, doubtlefF, have put 
him to Death as well as the reſt, had 
ſhe not, thought fit to reſerve him to 
carry him this Letter'; ' which he did 
not expect would . be 'oyer welcome. 
The King, alter having takenit, askd 
what was becorne of Anazilda and her 
Son 2 And ' he having reply'd, That 
they had. taken Shipping” for Africa , 
he was ſo ſorely griev'd, that: his Af- 
fiction had like to, have made him run 
mad. . He went and ſhut himſelf up in 
his Cloſet, that-.he tnight fo with the 
more freedgn give a looſe”to the vexa- 
tion he had for the unhap y event of 
his Enterprize. He conlg” hot then 
forbear opening the Queens Letter ; 
and as Truth has great force, he felt 
in that moment ſome Repentance for 

what 


” 
—_— EC EEE rent —_—_—_— 


The Conaueft of Spain 
what he had done. But Ambition be- 
Faq”, ing the: ruling Paſſion of his Soul ® 

thought, the remorſe of his Conſciefice did not 

' trouble him ſo much, as the fear he 

had leſt Anagiida ſhould go demand 

ſuccours of the Moors againſt him. This 
made him ſend in all haſte for Count 

Julian, to whom ves the Caſtle 

of the Algefires, where ſhe had refided 

for - ſome time before ſhe went into 

Africa, that he might by him diſcover 

the intentiW of her Journey into thoſe 

parts. This Count being come to 

Court, and-having aſſured the King, 

that ſhe went away with a Reſolution 

to prevail with the Moors to wage War 
upon him , - he reſolv'd to” ſend this 

ER into Africa, to endeavour to di- 

- vert this Storm; and. to procure the 
better welcom. jor us Letters to. Muca, 
who was. thert' Vice-roy for the Caliph 
Palid- Almanzor, he accompany'd them 

* Hadds- ith a world. of Preſents ®, and made 

+ ++ him the offer of entring info a Treaty 

<4, Pre- of Alliance with his Maſter. ' Anazzilda 

lent in the, mean while falling ſick, through 
Grief rather;than fatigue, 'wis oblig'd 
to ſtay-for for ſome time at a City of 
Africa call'd Zangzer ; by which means 
Count Julian had ſeen the Yoouehe 

an 
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and preſented him with the Jewels ſent 
him by Rodrigo, before he had heard 
talk of her. Muca receiv'd him- with 
much Honour ; and after having treat- 
ed him ſeveral times in a Houſe he had 
causd to be prepar'd for that purpoſe, 
he made him anſwer, That he could 
not of his own head reſolve upon any 
thing of what Rodrigo required ; but 
that if he would ſtay ſome time, he 
would write to the Caliph A4/nanzor, 
who would, undoubtedly , receive in 
due manner the advances of ſo great a 
King ; and would do all that ſhould 
be moſt fitting, and moſt ſuitable tor 
both. rN 
During theſe Tranſactions, Rodrize 
receivd Tydings, that Anagi/4a and 
D. Sancho were both dead at 7anzzer ; 
which inſpird him with mighty Joy, 
ſceing himſelf at the point he had ſo 
long wiſh'd to be at ; and believing he 
had now nothing more at all to fear. 
He nevertheleſs imagin'd that the Amit- 
ty of the Moors might be of ſome'uſe to 
him : For which reaſon, he wrote to 
Count Fulzar, that notwithſtanding the 
Prince's Death, he ſhould nevertheleſs 
remain in Africa, to wait the event of 
his Embaſly. | 
C After 
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After having taken theſe Precautions 
for abroad, his thoughts were now only 
bent how to ſecure all things at home, 
where were ſtill. ſome Princes | that 
might diſpute the Crown with him. 
He caus'd the States to be held at 7o- 
ledo, where, D. Sancho's Death being 
made known, he causd an Oath of 
Allegiance to be taken to him by all 
the Grandces there aſlembled, as Dox 
Sancho's Lawful Succeſſor to the Crown: 
He had likewiſe his Coronation per- 
form'd in great Ceremony, and with 
all the rejoycing that is wont to be usd 
in ſuch like folemnities. But in the 
midſt of all this Joy, could not he re- 
frain ſrom labouring under ſome Dil- 
quiet ; and to free himſelf wholly from 
it, and to put himſelf into a poſture 
that he ſhould not need to dread any 
thing from any of the Grandees, or 
any of his Subjects, the only People he 
imagin'd he needed to fear; having 
learnt the good ſucceſs of the African 
Negotiation ; he bethought himſelf of 
_ expedients, whereof mention ſhall be 
made in the following Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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Rodrigo cauſes moſt of the For- 
treſſes of his Kingdom to be 
diſmantled'; and commits ſere- 
ral Violences, that make him 
incur the anger of God. 


FT is very true, and Men have daily 
but too much Experience of it ) | 

that having once believ'd Fortune * Fane 
propitious, we ought not to expect that flicity, 
it will ſo long continue : On the con- = 
trary, as it has not any ſtability ; and yp 
that it is inconſtancy it ſelf ; the more 
it ſmiles upon us, the more ought we 
to diſtruſt it ; and often expect that 
ſhe delights to invite us, by ſmall baits 
and allurements, to run after her, to 
abandon us afterwards, when we ſhall 
ſtand moſt in need of her ſuccours. 

Of this there can be no greater, nor 
a more 1lluſtrious Example found than 
Roarigo : For after having render'd him 
abſolute Maſter of all Spain, and pro- 
C 2 curd 
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The Conqueſi of Spain 
curd him to be Crown'd King thereof 3 
ſhe took a pleaſure in * deſpoyling him 


ina ſhort time,of all ſhe had conferr'd on 


him,and tumbled him from his 'Throne, 


by the fame means he pretended to 
make uſe of to defend himſelf on it. 
Such of his Subjects as he moſt di- 
ſtruſted ( for he had no longer any 
Apprehenſion from 'Strangers ) were 
ſome Grandees, and Governours of 
the Places of Andaloufra, and of Caſtile, 
who had been of D. Sancho's Party. 
Wherefore he began to make ſure of 
their Perſons ; and after having put 
them to Death, he causd not only 
their Caſtles to be raz'd, but moſt of 
the ſtrong Places of Spain ; reſerving 
to himſelt only ſuch as ſeem'd to him 
moſt neceſlary for his own ſecurity ; 
wherein he put ſuch men as were 
wholly at his Devotion. He did not 
think this ſulticient ; He causd Pro- 
clamation to be made through all his 
Territories, That not any of his Sub- 
jeas henceforwards ſhould have the 
boldneſs to bear any ſort of Arms, nor 
to keep any in his Houſe ; and that all 
People ſhould bring them into his Pa- 
lace, upon pain of Death ; imagining 
that aſter the People had thus laid a 
tne 
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the Exerciſe ® of War, and ſhould only * 41:4. 


addi& themſelves to Agriculture, his 
Government would be much more ab- 
ſolute, and much more quiet. - 

But the poor Prince was much mi- 
ſtaken, for not being then curb'd by 
any fear, he abandon'd himſelf to all 
manner of Irregularities and Difſolu- 
tions, according as I have been told by 
Spaniſh Biſhops, 'and other perſons'wor- 
thy of Credit, of whom I made enqui- 
ry, during my abode in that Country: | 
So far as that he made no difficulty to 
put the worthieſt perſons of all his 
King-lom to Death, that he might have 
his Pleaſure with their Wives and 
Daughters. - So looſe a Life occaſton'd 
an Univerſal Diſorder : For as Kings are 


look'd upon by their Subjeats as the 


Models by which they ought to ſquare 
all their Actions ; and that, indeed, 
they ſeldom fail to imitate their Ver- 
tues, and ſtill more their Vices : The 
bad Example of this Prince paſs'd on 
to the People, who would needs equal 
him in Wickedneſs- and Libertinifm ; 
infomuch that we need not wonder ar 
the puniſhmentGod inflicted upon them. 

Rodrigo being ſtill young, either our 
of the defire of perpetuating himſelt , 
A G3 which 
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which +Nature inſpires into all Ant- 
* Haigue, mals*; or from that of having lawful 
war? Children that might ſucceed him, 
thence which is a ſentiment peculiar to Men ; 
pooegh an he had a great delire to Marry , but 
Eve, Fhe could not find out a fitting 
Match. 

At that time was there in the Eaſtern 
part of Africa a King call'd Mahomet 
Abhehedin, who had. but one Daugh- 
ter, of an extraordinary Beauty, calld 

IM "oi Zahra Abnaliaca : This young, Prin- 
herEliars, Ceſs walking one Evening upon the 
| Sea-ſhore, with her Maids, and ſome 
of her Fathers Servants, it ſeem'd to 
her ſo Calm and Charming, that the 
fancy took her to go on board a Ship, 
ſo to divert herſelf upon, the Water. 
Her Attendants, without making over 
much Reflection upon what they did, 
did not divert her from the Defign. 
The Marriners made ready the Ship, all 
her Company were eager to go with her 
on board, and inte merry. pin they all 
were ; they did not mind that they 
diſtanc'd themſelves a little too far 
from the Land , whither they did not 
trouble their Heads abour returning, 
whileit was in their Power. In the mean 
while the Wind changing all on the 
ſudden, 
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ſudden, the Storm became 4o great, 
that being unable ts put into any Port 


of Africa, they were conſtrain'd to 


abandon thetmfelves to the open Sea; 
and were at letipth drove upon the 


Coaſts of Spain, in a place call'd ® Al- * 111744, 
capta by the Arabians , which in that Place of 


Tongue fignifies a Place of ill luck = 
and by the Spaniards, Cabodetata ; 
where they were all taken, and made 
Slaves by the Chriſtians of that Place. 
It was eafie to fee by. their Cloaths and 
Equipage , that tliey were Perſons of 
great: Quality ; infotnuch that what- 


ever. Care the Moors: took to conceal * Hyper, 


that: of the Ifanra, flie was known at % 
krigth', and brought ; with all her 
Tfraitiy/ to: Rodrigo; who being informs- 
ed of it," gave' order that ſhe ſhouſd be 
handfornety received; and rreated it all 
Places. NY, 

He was well made and Gallant, the 
Princeſs was Young and Beautiful ; in- 
ſomuch that Love eaſily engag'd 'them, 
and quickly augmented by the Enter- 
tainments he made her, and by the ſoft 
Corwerſations they ever had together. 
The thing came at length ſo far, thar 
the King having offer d ro Marry, and 
place the Crown of Spain upon her 
C 4 Head, 
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Head, provided ſhe would turn -Chri- 
ſtian ; ſhe, without much trouble, re- 
ſolvd to do ſo. The Nuptials were 
perſorm'd with great rejoycing and ſo- 
lemnity. The Men and Women of her 
Retinue that were minded to be con- 
verted, and ſtay with their Miſtreſs, 
had conſiderable Settlements in Spar ; 
and thoſe that could not be perſwaded 
to that, return'd into Africa, whither 
they brought this News. +» Mahomet be- 
ing very uneaſje for his Daughter, was 
ſo turpriz'd to hear that ſhe had abjurd 
his Faith, that he dy'd of Grief ; and 
by his Death left the Crown to Avil- 
gualid ; who, as his neareſt Relation, 
ſucceeded him in his Kingdom, We 
ſhall ſee in the ſeries of this Hiſtory the 
unhappy iſſue of this Marriage, as well 


as the Amours of this Prince with Flo- 
rinda, TON 
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CHAP. IV. 
Rodrigo falls 'in live with Flo- 
rinda, calf'd La Caux by the 
Arabs. She ſignifies to Count 
Julian, her Father, then in 


Africa, the violence done her 
by this Prince. 


"T Ho Rodrigo was marry'd, he led 
the ſame life he did before he was 


ſo : He nevertheleſs fell in Love with Refi, 
one of the moſt beautiful Ladies of his try: 


Court, call'd Florinda, Count Fualian's 
Daughter; who was at that time in 
his African Embaſſy. She had Wit 
enough to perceive that the Kings 
Courtſhip did not at all tend to her 
own Honour, nor to that of her Fa- 
mily, ſince that it, doubtleſs, only 
aim'd at Raviſhing her of it; and ſhe 
had Virtue enough to receive his fond- 
neſſes with much indifference and Mo--, 
deſty; butthe more firmneſs ſhe _— 
: ed, 
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ed, with the more obſtinacy did he 
perſevere to overcome it... --........-.. 

Now for the more eaſie eftefting of 
this his purpoſe, he made ſeveral new 
Regulations in his Conrt © Among other 
things, he orderd that when he ſhould 
cat with his Queen, none: but the'La- 
dies of the Palace ſhould ſerve. at-Table, 
and requird them to be drefsd- finer 
than ordinary on fuch days. THis be- 
ing thus eſtabliſh'd,. one-day after Sup- 
pet, whereat Florinds had ferv'd 'with 
others, he ſo order d matters, that he 
causd her to enter a Room void of all 
other Company , and following her 
thither, whatever reſiſtance and fcreams 
ſhe was able to make; he gain'd of her, 
at length, by force, what ſhe never 
would have granted hing. WieÞ.:! 

Being under the utmoſt Deſpondets 
cy at ſuch an Outrage, and not know- 
ing how either to be Reveng .of 
Comforted , ſhe refolv'd to. make: her 
Caſe known to her. Father. In thort, 
after having contriv'd the moſt myſte- 
rious terms ſhe could bethink her- 
{elf of, that they might only be' ut- 
derſtood by him, ſhe made uſe of thoſe 
of this Letter ; which, Tranſlated- out 


* of Spaniſh into Arabick, is as-follows, _ 
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e | TR 
e | Florindds Letter to Count 
s | " lian, her Father. 

T IP 1 | 
d tHe regret T have for the abſence 
E of a Father. ſo dear to me as yotu 
” | muſt needs be, makes me in Writing to 


T | you, ſeek the Conſolation T cannot find, of 

ſeeing you. Not that I mean to ſend you 

> | al the News of the" Palace *,\ that ever * Mihren, 
affords ſufficient that Wd eſerwes Your knows Hoyer 7 

ledge ; this is only to acquaint you with one, 
which,t hough it be already old in this Court, 

TN | wil ever: 3. new for farh'a Maid as I; 

and with ever appear. in. the Eyes 'of the 

whole World very ſtrange, 'for ſuch agreat 

Prince as Rodrigo.” ':Tox muſt; know then, 

| my dear Father, that: I had; heedlefly, 

i i left upon a Table the. Ring T ſend-yak in 

this Letter; aud was (not ' ſo. carefid to 

lock up cloſe this precious Fewel,” which 7 

eſfteem'd more than. my Life, ' and(which 

0, you and my Mother had ſo earneſtly re- 

commended to me : : But the King | having 

a defire to it, impetuonſly threw himſelf 

@ || fo take it ; and ſeeing. I would not give 

| it him, he drew his Sword ®, and gave it * Hucen 


# | fo many hacks, that whatever ſcreams and A 
oy ftruglings I us d to hinder. him, he \has, Roy... 


as 
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as you ſee, clover it in two, both the 
Ring and Emerald enchasd in it. $» 
vexatious and ſo unexpefted an accident 
plunges me into ſo much confuſion, that I 
cannot explain it further ; and makes me 
conjure you to remedy it, if poſſible; for 
fo you only can I have recourſe in this 
matter. My Mother is very il, and I 
ſtill worſe. T pray God to preſerve you. 


From Zoledo, the 3 of December, in 


T0 E- the Year * 750 of the era of 
rv Ceſar. ; 
eight 


years, 0. Count Julian being wife * and pru- 
- bouts, be- dent; having receiv'd this Letter, pre- 
fore the .ſently underſtood his Daughters mean- 
Birth of , - d 'r 'd. th with 
our Lord. 19g 3 and was ſo concern'd, that, with- 
* him, outſtaying one moment in. Africa, he 
Wiſe: took leave of Maca, and return'd with 
all expedition to - the Algefrres. He 
ſtaid in his Houſe. only the time ne- 
ceſſary- to give his Wife order. to feign 


her being fick of- grief, for his and her 


Daughter's abſence, and went direaly 
to Court ; where he made no ſemblance 
of knowing the leaſt of what. had been 
fignify'd to him in the Letter ; but gi- 
ving the King an account of his Nego- 
tiation, and of the ſtate he had left all 
things 
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things in in Africa, he repreſented them 
to him in ſuch manner, as made him 
comprehend that it was neceſſary for 
him to return forthwith thither. The 
King, after having given him his Expe- 
ditions as ſoon as he deſired them, was 
very much ſurpriz'd, when at his ta- 
king his leave of him, .the Count ask'd 
his permiſſion to carry his Daughter to 
the Algefires, to ſtay ſome time there 
with her Mother, who was very ill, 
and mighty deſirous to ſee her. But 


though this went very much againſt 


the grain, he could not handſomely 
refuſe him his Requeſt. And thus the 
Count went with her to the Algefires, 
where he made ſome days abode. In 
the following Chapter we ſhall ſee the 
Reſolution he took in this place. 
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CHAP. V. 


Count Julian being throughly in- 
 formd of the outrage done t6 
© his Daughter, reſolud-40 be 
.. Revengd, andto deliver Spain 
. tothe Moors. 


A S foenas the Count was got to his 

' own home, he made Florinda re- 
hte more preciſely, and more parti- 
cularſy what ſhe had written to him 
m obſcure terms ; and when he was 
fully certain of the ſhame of his Family, 
and in ſuch ſort as was paſt all doubt, 
then was his Grief ſo much the more 
ſenſible, in that he ſaw that the perſon 
that had done him ſo great an outrage, 


was his Lord and King, from whom 


he ſeem'd to be under an obligation of 

enduring all, and that it was impoſlible 

for him to wreak his Revenge. 

- Wherefore not knowing what to'do 

in this Diſtreſs, and not minded, with- 

out mature deliberation, to abandon 
© hims- 
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himſelf to all that his Paffion might 


ſuggert he, with all poſſible ſecreſie, 

aſlembled his Relations and Friends , 

who intereſting themſelves in the af- 
front Rodrigo had put upon the Count, 
and animating'one another to Revenge, 
after having tound that they were not 
firong enough to affert their Reſent- 
ments, unleſs back'd by a foreign Pow- 
er, they unanimouſly refolv'd that the 
Count ſhould return into Africa to 
treat with Muca ; and that they on 
their parts ſhould abide in their Houſes, 
waiting the ſucceſs of his Voyage. 
After having all embrac'd one another, 
and engagd to keep this Enterprize 
very ſecret, the Count took Shipping, 
with his Wife and Daughter, and what- 
ever. he had of- value, which he car- 
rd along with. him into Africa, He 
was very kindly receiv'd by the Vice- 
roy, with whom he had ſtruck up a 


particular friendſhip in his Embaſly ; 


ana told him immediately, That, he 
wag come to him, not on the behalf of 
the King of Spazz as the time before, but 
on his own account, to offer him to de» 
liver up all that great Kingdom to the 
Caliph Almanzor ; and that 1if he could 
prevail with him to favour the my 

E 


4 on , he had in;$þai», he would furniſh him 
the Mar- 
gin of the 

itle, and 
the Pre- 
face. 
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with the”means of quickly rendring 
himſelf Maſter of that Realm. 
This Propoſal was not difpleaſing to 


Muca ; on the contrary, after mature 


examination , and long Conferences 
with the Count, he found what he 
faid feaſible ; and propos'd to him to 
him to go himſelf to the Caliph, to 
unfold to him more particularly the 
means he had to effet fo great an 
Enterprize ; and for that purpoſe gave 
him the following Letter of Cre- 
dence. 


A LETTER. 


Praiſed be God, our $ overaign 
Lord, the Creator of all things, 


O the moſt High, moſt Noble, moſt 
Illultrious Emperour of all the 
Arabian Nation, and Defender of he 
Law of God, Valid Almanzor ; to 
whom God Almighty grant Peace, and 
all manner of good fortune, as well as to 


all his Subjetts, and augmentation of Glo- 


ry and Dominzjons ; as is wiſh'd him by 
| his 
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his faithful Servant Muca , «nder his 
Authority, and under the Proteftion of 


the Almighty God ( to whom alone is due 
Prayer and Sacrifice ). Governour of the 
Dominions of Africa : Who writes to you, 
Sir, to aſſure you, as his Charge obliges 


him, of the * Tranquility which your $ub- * Albana, 


jetts of theſe Provinces do enjoy ; ay 


then about an affair, which will be told yoſe,Con- 
you by the Bearer of my Letter, who is a \*ncy. 


Chriſtian, and a Spaniard by Nation; 
but who, nevertheleſs, ſhews much zeal 
for your Proſperity, and the auzmentation 
of your Empire : He is call d the Count 
D. Julian, and thinks himſelf very much 
offended by an outrage done him by the 
King of Spain, D. Rodrigo, who is the 
neareſt Neighbour you have in the North ; 
and IT have found him true aud upright in 
all he told me, inſomuch that you may 
have credence in him; and, T believe, 
that if you would grant him the ſuccours 
he requires, there will be no great danger, 
nor great trouble to try if all he ſays be 
true ; on the contrary, with the help of 
God, this may produce a great good, and 
contribute to the encreaſe of your King- 
doms ; as we all defire that are your faith- 
ful Servants. 


D From 
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ThisDate | From the Palace of -Merocco, the 3 


ye pM of the month Pwlhiſes, in the year 
month of 91 of the Hegira. 

December, | | 

in the year : 


-12ofour Count Julian going on board a Fe- 
Lord. Jucca he had causd to be fitted out on 
. purpoſe; and in a ſhort time being ar- 
rivd in Arabia,. where Valid had then 

his Reſidence ; he preſented himſelf to 

him, and gave him Muca's Letter of 
Credence, This Prince caus'd his Coun» 

Cil to aſſemble, to examine &a Propoſal 

of ſuch great conſequence. The Count 

was there heard with great attention ; 

He had a thouſand Difficulties put to 
: him, which; as he was a ſhrewd man, 
# va and underſtood * War as well as any 
Harb, the Captain of his time, he found it no 
Spaiſ, hard matter to anſwer : He hada thou- 
Milicary fand Queſtions ask'd him ; all which 
Arr, Stra- he neatly ſolv'd. Infomuch that At 
wW-% manor. being very much fatisfy'd, it 
was reſolv'd on in his Council, That 

Orders ſhould be ſent to Muca, to fa- 

vour the Count in all he ſhould defire ; 

and for that purpoſe he was diſpatcht 

away back with all Expedition, with 

this Letter for the Vice-roy of Africa, 


A 


ar. 
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A LETTER. 


Praiſed be God, our Soveraign 
Lord. | 


The Supreme Ruler of the Arabs, 
Vicar of God, and Defender 
of his Law, Valid Almanzor, 


To the Noble, Accompliſh'd, Virtu- 
ous and Truſty Knight, Muca ; Go- 
vernour of our Kingdoms of Africa 
Greeting. 


He Anſwer that is made to the 
Letter of Credence, brought by the 
Count D. Julian, 7s, That his Propoſal 
has been kindly receisd ; and that he 
has given very pertinent Reaſons for it. 
Wherefore it is convenient to attempt this 
Enterprize, and. to commit the Condutt 
of it to ſome geod Captain; who, with a 
Area number of Horſe and Foot , 
ſhould go to view the Country : Thew you 
ſhall give us a ſuccintt account of the 

2 event 
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event of his Voyage, and what you ſhall 
think convenient to be done, that. we may 


g7VeC orders accordingly. Tn the mean 
while God take you into hrs keeping. | 


WE ys From our Palace of Carval, in Ara- 
| September, bja felix, on the 2 of the Moon of ; 
| in the year Sabben , in the 92 year of the | 

713 of our 

p=1 Fegira. 


The Count D. Fulian having brought | 
this Letter from Almanzor to Muca, it 
oave him great fatisfaftion: And in | 
purſuance of 'the Emperours . Orders, 
he made a ſmall Body of fix thouſand 
Foot, and ſome few Horſe, which he 
put under the command of a very brave 
man, call'd Tariff Abenriet, of the City 
of Damus ; whom he enjoyn'd with 
Count Fla» to paſs the Streighs, which 

x 0 the Spaniards call of Fercules *, and 
brater, Which after this was call'd by this great 
Captain Fubulfath. 

They had no ſooner landed, and cho- 
ſen a place fit for the Encampment of 
their Troops according as they came 
aſhore, but that Count Fuliay's Relati- 
ons and Friends came to join them, 
with a great number of their Vaſſals, 
whom they had cauſed toRevolt. Tas 
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riff ſent immediately to view the Coun- 
try. His men entred very far into-it 
without meeting with any Reſiſtance ; 
and after having kill'd all thoſe they 
met, pillag'd and ravag'd not only the 
open Country, but allo the Burroughs 
and Towns, they return'd loaded with 
Booty. | 

* *Tariff Aeeing things ſtill more eaſe 
than he:had' imagin'd them, gave an 
immediate account accordingly to the 
Vice-roy; who fignify'd to him, not 
to ftay the longer for that in this Coun- 
try, but to return ſpecdily again into 
Africa, with all his Troops. He obey'd 
his Orders, though with ſome reluCtan- 
cy, and went back into Africa with 
great Riches, and an infinite number of 
Slaves ; carrying along with him all 


thoſe,that having declarea themſelvesfor 


Count Ful;ar,durſt not ſtay any longer in 
Ipain, but expected to return tluther 
in a ſhort time with greater Forces : 
ws we ſhall fee in the ſequel of this Ht 
ſtory, they fail'd not of doing. 
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CHAP. VL 


Rodrigo enters a Cave that was 

at the Gates of Toledo, and 
thinking to find Treaſures there- 
in, finds only . Preſages of the 
boſs of SPAIN. | 


—— — 


22 King Rodrigo having had no- 
tice of the deſcent of the Moors 
into Spaix, with Captain Zarif, and 
Count Fulian his Enemy. ; and thar, 
after having over-run all Axdalouſta, 
they were return'd with many Slaves; 
was not ſo anxious for what they had 
newly done, as for the apprehenſion of 
the long -and dangerous War ; with 
which he ſaw himſelf threatned ; it be- 
ing eaſie to judge that Zariff had 
not made that tryal, to ſtop there, 

He knew Count Julian to be a Man 
of Wit and Execution, of Courage, and 
a through knowledge of War, a Natu- 
ral Spaniard, that knew the ſtate of his 
Afairs, knew the Country, had there 
many 
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many Adherents, 'nay, and Places, 

wherein he could enter and go out as 
often as he ' pleasd. He eafily per- 
ceiv'd, but too late, the fault he had 
committed, in loſing, for a moments 
Pleafure, a man of ſuch 'importance, 
and in giving him to his Enemies. He 
made reflexton upon the bad poſture of 
his Kingdom, fince he had difarm'd his 
Subjects, and causd all the ſtrong 
Places to be demoliſht. He conſidered 
that the long Peace which Spain had 
enjoy'd, was the occaſion that he had 
no Diſciplin'd Troops, and that when 
he had. afftembled an Army, they 
would be only raw men : All this 
plang'd him' mto furious Diſquiets. 
He ask'd Counfel of al People, and 
found none good. At length, having 
conſulted an Arch-biſhop, a Relation 
of his, call'd Zorrife, and having told 
him the little Money he had to raiſe 
and keep forces on foot ; this Arch- 
biſhop perſuaded him to break open a 
Place called the Enchanted Tower, where 
there was faid to be a Treaſure. And 
as this is a thing very extraordinary, I 
am willing to inſert here at length 
what the fame Torrife told me ; who 
ſhortly after quitted rhat Kings Party, 
wy D 4 | 
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- to come to Count Julian in our-Camp ; 
and who could give the. beſt account 
- of it, as having been . prefent when 
D. Rodrigo caus'd it to beopen'd; Now 
this is what he then told me. | 
About a mile from 7oledo, between 
ſteep Rocks that lye Eaſt of that great 
City, there was formerly a Tower, of 
a very ancient and very magnificent 
ſtructure, tho a little endamag'd by 
Time, that conſumes all: Under whoſe 
foundation was a very deep Cave, e- 
parated into four difterent Vaults, 
acroſs a very narrow Entrance cut in 
the Rock, where a great Iron Door had 
been made up, with a thouſand Locks, 
and as many Bolts: Upon this Door 
there was Greek Characters, that ſeed 
rather Cyphers than Letters, and might 
be diverſely interpreted ; but whoſe 
meaning were, ( as thoie pretended, 
who thought they knew them beſt ) 
that the King that ſhould open this 
Cave, and diſcover all the Wonders 
that were therein, would certainly find 
a great deal of Good and Evil. 
Several Kings before this, had had a 
deſire to ſhrift into the truth of this 
myſtery, but whatever Orders they 
had given for that purpoſe, they had 
| | FR never 
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never been able to cauſe them to be 
executed. Upon the opening this 
Door, ſo great a Noiſe was heard, that 
the Earth ſeem'd- to open at'the fame 
time under the feet of thoſe that meant 


to enter therein : They were ſeiz'd with nag. 


{uch a dread, that moſt of em fell fick 
upon't, ſome dy'd, and no body had 
the Courage to enter | further, The 
Door had ſtill been ſhut up more 
ſtrongly than before, and People till 
believ'd that the time appointed for 
the breaking ſo great an Enchantment 
was not yet come; þut Redrigo's ill 
fate would have it that this fatal ad- 
venture was reſerved for him. He had 
choſen very reſolute men to enter with 
him into that Cave ; but they had nor 


gone very far, when the Torches they: 


had being extinguiſh'd, the greater part 
fled away,. out of a pannick fear which 
ſeizd them, of a terrible Hobgoblin 
they ſaid they ſaw. The King in great an- 
ger causd other Flambeaux to be light- 
ed which he had caus'd to be made on 
purpoſe, after a particular manner, that 
ſo the air of the Cave might not put 
them out: With this light he entred 
the firſt of all, and without ſhewing 
any fear, tho perhaps he was nor 
| exempt 
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exempt from a little; hardly had he | 


gone ſome ſteps, but that he found 
himſelf in a beautiful Room, enrich'd 
withasdelicateSculptures asthoſe we ſee 
in the greateſt Palaces : In the midſt of 
this great Room was a Brazen Statue, 
with a fierce poſture, plac'd upon a Pil- 
lar three Cubits high, holding in its 


* Macmah. hand a ® Battel-Axe, with which it 


ſtruck the Earth from time to time, 
and fo ſtrongly, 'that there was reafon 
to believe it to be partly the violent 
agitation it occaſioned in the air, by 
the blows it gave, that made the great 
noiſe that was heard at their en- 
trance. | 

Rodrigo, tho a little ſtartled, did not 
however loſe Courage ; and: began to 
conjure this Phantome;- telling him, 
That he did not pretend to commit any 
Diſorder in the place of his abode, and 
that he would go his ways as ſoon as 
he had ſeen all its Wonders. 

He had no ſooneruttered theſe words, 
bur the Statue left off beating the Earth. 
The King and his Attendants being a 
little encourag'd, moſt carefully viſited 
all the corners of that great Room. 
On the Left hand of the Statue they 
ſaw theſe words written on: the Wall, 

Unhappy 
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Onhappy Prince, t hy it Deſtiny hath 


brought thee hither. Turning to the 


Right, he found nothing better, for 
there was written, 7hox fhalt be dif- 
poſſeft by foreign Nations, and thy Subs 
jets ſhall be prniſht as well as thee, for 
all their Crim:s, Upon the back of 
the Statue was written thefe words in 
Arabick, To my Succours : and upon its 
Breaſt theſe, 1 do my Duty. 

I forgot to {ay that at the entrance of 
this Room there was a kind of round 
Fat, like a Bow!;; from whence there 
iſſued a kind oi ſpout, whoſe ſurging 
made a hideous murmur. . 

After: having well conſidered all 
theſe things, and caus'd the Inſcriptions 
of them to be taken in a Table-book ; 
the King went away very much di- 
ſturb'd, and very peeviſh ; and had no 
ſooner turn'd his back, but that the 
Statue fell again to ſtriking the ground, 
after its uſual manner. The King caus'd 
this Cave to be ſhut up again more care- 
fully than before, and had its entrance 
ſtopp'd with Earth, that ſo none thence» 
forward might enter therein, forbid- 
ding all his Attendants to make the 
leaſt mention of this Adventure, by rea- 
ſon' of the terrour that ſo ill a preſage 

might 


- 
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might put into all Peoples minds : Bat 
nevertheleſs is was immediately buzz'd 
about all the Court. 

The Night following Crys were 
heard, that waywards, like to thoſe 
that People make when they are fight- 
ing; and after a Clap, that made a 
mighty hurly burly, this old Tower 
funk; and all people were amazed 
the next day to find no more footſteps 
of it, than if all they had feen before 
had been only a Dream. 

The King having aſſembled the Wile 
Men of his Kingdom, to demand of 
them the Explication of all he had ſeen: 
They found that the Brazen Statue, 
with its perpetual motion, fignifyed 
Time, that was obligd never to ſtop, 
as was noted by the Inſcription it had 
upon its Breaſt. That that which was 
on the Back fignifyed, that in the ſe- 
_= of time, Spain ſhould be conquered 

y the Arabians: That of the Walls 
prefaged, The loſs of his Kingdom, and 
a great Calamity of all his People : And 
that above the Door, The great Ewvils 
the Conquered would ſuffer , ' and+ the 
great benefits the Viftors would thence 
derive. 


Such 


' by the Moots. ' 


Such an Explication gave no little 


anxiety . to Rodrigo, and to ſuch. of his 


People as heard it. They all lift up 
their Eyes to Heaven, well ſeeing that 
it was from God alone that they could 
hope for any ſuccours. For tho they 


had news that Zariff and Count Julian 


were returned into Africa, this was not 
capable of re-aſſuring the King againſt 
ſo many intimations of the anger of 
Heaven. Whereupon he began to or- 
der the re-eredcing all the Fortifications 
he had causd to be demdgliſh'd ; and 
had Proclamation made throughout 
his Kingdom, that the People ſhould 
take up again the Arms he had for- 


bidden, and exercize themſelves there- 


in, as before. He reſolv'd alſo to quit 
Toledo, and go make his reſidence at 
Cordoua ; that ſo he might be nearer 
the place, from whence apparently all 
the miſchief was to come, and thereto 
apply Remedies the more eaſily. 


# 
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CHAP. VI. 


Muca ſends Tariff and Count Ju- 
lian into Arabia, to give ar 
account to Almanzor , of the 

' ſucceſs of the Voyage they had 
made into Spain. 


irs 4 Abenriet and Count Fulay 
being returned into Africa, much 
fatisfy'd with their Voyage, were there 
admirably well received by the Vice- 
roy ; and after having among them- 
ſelves concerted the means of effecti 

their Deſign, it was reſolved, That 
this Captain and this Count ſhould 
both go to Almanzor's Court, to com- 
municate to him, and render him a 
faithful and an exaq} account of all they 
had done,and of thEFpropitious Diſpoſi- 
tion wherein they had found the People 
of Spain : well perceiving it to be dif- 
ficult by Letters to remove all the 


 * yziſaf, doubts *, and ſolve all the Difficulties 


Inconve- 
niences. 


that might be ſtarted upon an affair F. 
0 
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ſo great a moment, as the Conqueſt of 
ſo great a Kingdom ; and ſhew upon 
Paper, and at a diſtance, fo great an 
Enterprize, ſo eaſily as thoſe could do 
it by word of mouth, that had them- 
ſelves conſidered things more nearly. 
Whereupon having cauſed a Ship to 


be fitted out, and _— provided 
themſelves with all Neceſlaries *, as * 544., 
well for their Subſiſtance, as for their Martial 
Safety ; after having weather'd a furi- Me 


ous Storm, they at length arrived hap- 
pily in Arabia, where having preſented 
themſelves to Almanzor, he receiv'd 
them as well as they could wiſh, and 
had them lodg'd and: treated with all 
their Train, and all the Souldiers they 
had brought along with them. Tariff 
in a few days after his arrival, had a 
long audience of Almanzor; in which, 
after having given him an account of all 
he had done tor his ſervice, he promis'd 
him, That if he would do him the ho- 
nour to ſend him back into Spain, and 
rely upon him for the Conqueſt of fo 
great a Country, he would ſubdue it 
ina little time to his Obedience. The 
Confidence with which this great Cap- 
tain ſpoke, had ſo mnch power over 
Almanzor's mind, that he immediate- 


ly 


The Conqueſt of Spain 
ly caus'd his Council to aſſemble, with 
it, ſtill more particularly to examine all 
the Difficulties that might be met with 
in fo great an Enterprize, and all the 
tneans he proposd to bring it about, 
Whereupon, this affair having been dgi- 
tated with mature deliberation, and 
accordingly reported-to the Emperour, 
and debated anew again in his preſence. 
At laſt the Conqueſt of $pai was' re- 
ſolv'd on, and the rumour of the De» 
claration of War againſt the King Dox 
Rodrigo ſpread immediately throughout 
the whole extent of the Calzph's Empire, 
Tariff, who had already exerted his 
Valour, as well as his ConduRt, in other 
occaſions, wherein he had acquir'd Al 
manzor's eſteem, and that of all the Ara- 
bians ; knowing the Country better 
than any man, and having entred into 
ſtrict Engagements with Count Fulzay, 
it would have been both injuſtice and 
imprudence to have taken from him 
the Command of the Army : For which 
reaſon he was at the fame time nomi- 
nated General, and theſe are the Let- 
ters Patents that were iſſued out to that 
intent. 


Letters 


bythe Moors; ]. 
Letters Patents; 
Praiſe be to God alone, Amen. 


\He Great and Warlike Valid Al- 


manzor, of the high Lineage of 


Motaleb, Yicar of God, and the Defen- 


der of his Law; Son of the moſt High and 


moſt Noble Caliph, and potent Ruler of 
all the Arabick Nation, Abdulmeleck ; 
to all thoſe who ſhall theſe preſent Letters 
ſee, Greeting, We, for certain confiderd- 
tions and juſt cauſes us thereunto moving, 
having Ordered, as We Order by thefe 
preſents, the Conqueſt of the Weſtern King- 
doms, that are poſſeſs d by the King, Don 
Rodrigo, a Chriſtian by Profeſhon, our 


Capital Enemy ; by reaſon of the great 
profit which will redound thence to our . 


Subjefts, and the augmentation which will 
thence accrue to our Empire. We have 
reſolved to nominate and chuſe, as We 
thuſe and nominate by theſe preſents, for 
Governour and Captain General in all thoſe 
Countrys, the Noble, the Virtuous, Ho- 
toured and Renowned Captain, our Vaſſal, 
and Faithful Servant, Tariff Atenriet ; 
E whom 
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BY 


The year 


713 of our 
Lord, in 
the month 
of Decem= 


ber, 


The Conqueſt of Spain 
whom for this purpoſe We empower to go 
with the-Troops We ſhall canſe to be gives 
him, into the Territories of Spain, and 
there execute the, Orders that we ſhall 
cauſe t6 be expedited to him, and d0.all 
that to him ſhall ſeem fitting, for the ac- 


,compliſhment of our Will, without his need.- 


of 


ing to ſlay for new Orders from Us, on 
that acconnt. We enjoyn all Governours 
of Places, Officers and Souldiers, as well 
thoſe bag ſhall lead into his Army, as thoſe 
of all onx Realms, that they obey him, and 
execute Igs Commands, as well by Seaas 
by Land, as if they were ifſued out imme- 
diately from us, and Sealed with our own 
Seal, and Signd by our own Hand : Gt- 
ving him for this purpoſe, Power and Au- 
thority ſufficient to give them, and expe- 
dite them, under the penalties he ſhall 
pleaſe to eſtabliſh; and which he may cauſe 
to be Executed, as Soveraign Fudge, upon 
the Perſous aud Eflates of thoſe as fhall 
Countervene them, and ſhall be Rebels ty 
our Commands, which We have enchargd 
him to accompliſh and execute, in the en- 
tire Confidence we have in him : For ſuch 
7s our Pleaſure. 
Given in our High Preſence, in ow 
Palace Royal of Carval, in Arabia 


Felix, in the 22 of the Moon Dub. 


chiſa, in the year 92. Ab 


—w 
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Almanzor had till another Captain, 


a Greekand Renegado, called Hiza Hu- ” 
mani , in whoſe Valour he had much F 
Confidence : He gave him the Com- | 


mand_.of the Troops he cauſed to be 
raisd in the Eaſt, of which he quickly 

made a Body of thirty thouſand good 

Men, and well Armed. At the fame 

time he fitted out a great number 'of 
Ships, wherein' he put not only all forts 

of Ammunition, but a great abundance 

of Arms, Tools and Inſtruments of 

War. And as ſoon as this Flect was 
ready, he Shipp'd all the Forces; and 

causd it. to depart *® on the thirtcenth * In the _ 
of the Moon of Izmod, and the ſecond + 714 
day of the year 93, Lord, in 

This Prince, not content with theſe the month! 

great: preparations, imagin'd that as it * 5" 
was a War of Religion he was going 

to undertake, it was convenient to al- 
ſemble-all the Mahometan Forces. For 
z which reaſon he diſpatch'd a Maneway 

on purpoſe, to the King of 7hunis, his 

Ally, toimpart to him his Deſign; and 
repreſent to him the great advantages 

he might derive from the Conquelt i 
Spain ; conjuring him to come and joyn 

him, and ſuccour him, as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, with what Foot and Horſe he could . » 


E > " aſſemble; 


5 by 


The Conqueſt of.Spain 
aſſemble. This Envoy having put liim- * 
{elf into a Felucca, was not-long on 
his Voyage, and met with a' moſt wel- 
come Reception from the King of 7hu- 
is, who expreſsd much Joy to ſee, by 
£wvilgalit's Letter, and by his Envoys 
diſcourſe, that he would make uſe 'of 
him” in this occaſion. He 'caus'd the 
Dru#t immediately to be beat through- 
out *all his Kingdom , and in a ſhort 


| tpace Jevied an Army of thirty: thou- 


In the 


ſand Foot, and three thouſand Horle ; 
the Command of which he would needs 
give to Prince Mahomet-Githair, his ſe- 
cond Son. What troubled him moſt, 
was the fewhips he had in a readi- 
neſs to put to Sea, as not being pre- 
pard for: fo great an Embarkment. 
For which. reaſon he was obligd to. 
cauſe all theſe Troops to wait in a Bo- 
dy, till the arrival of Merchant Ships, 
wherein he- causd them to embark ; 
and at Jaſt weigh d Anchor, on the 24 


month of of the Moon of Sangzel, in the fame 
Auguſt, 1n 
the year 
714. 


year 93. 
Theſe two great Armies being arriv'd 
on the Coaſt of Africa, Muca, who 
waited for them there, -after having 
held a Council of War with all the Ge- 
neral Officers, found they needed o_ 
ays 


.. by the Moors. 


days refreſhment after the. fatigue of 
the Sea.For which reaſon all the Troops 
were brought on ſhoar ; and that the 
time they. might ſpend in refreſhing 
themſelves might not be loſt; Tariff and 
Count Fulzan were ſent before, with a 
ſmall Body, to make a Deſcent into 
Spain ; and enquire into the ſtate things 
were in ſince their Departure thence; 
and what Forces the King D. Rodrigo 
might have on foot. The Troops they 
choſe for this Expedition were to the 
number of ſix thouſand Foot, as well 
Moors as Fulianift. Chriſtians ; and about 
three hundred Horſe : With theſe they 
croſs'd the Streight of Gzhbralter, and 
having found a Mountain by the Sea- 
fide, fitting to Encamp the few Troops 
they had, T7ariff gave it his own 


 *Nameaas being the firſt place where he * : ;; gi 


began to eſtabliſh himſelf. Since the calld £«- 
firſt entrance of the' Moors, Rodrigo” 
had not lain idle, but had made the 
beſt Preparations he could for . War : 
Inſomuch, that as ſoon 2s he knew 7aq- 
riff had made a freſh Deſcent, for the 
hindring his Fortifying himſelf there, 
he ſent his' General A4/to/pho, with an 
Army of thirty thouſand Foot , and 
\About five hundred Horſe , that were 
E3 indeed 
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indeed not over-well Arm'd, nor over- 
well Martializ'd, for the Reaſons Thave 
already hinted. P 

Aſtolpho going direQly to Tarif, and 
Encamping 1n fight of him, there was 
at firſt ſeveral Skirmiſhes between the 
Horſe of both ſides, wherein that of 
Tariff had the diſadvantage, which ſo 
intimidated the Moors, that it had al- 
ready quite diſcourag'd them ; when 
that on the morrow morning, at break 
of day, one of the Sentinels perceiv'd a 
Chriſtian Woman, with a Staff in her 
hand, og which was a little white 
Streamer, * for a ſign of. Peace : This 
Womah' being taken, ask'd to. ſpeak 
with the General of the Army, ſaying, 
ſhe was come to bring him ſuch News 
as-. would undoubtedly be . agreeable 
to him. As ſoon as ſhe was in 7a- 
riff 's preſence, ſhe proſtrated herſelf 
at his Feet, and having embrac'd them 
with great figns of ® Joy, and great de- 
monſtrations of aftecion, ſhe ſpoke to 


F AO. him in this manner. 
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A Prediction made by a 
Religious, Sang 


Related to Generals Zariff by a 
Chriftian WN oman. 


Centr, I am born in Spain, and am 
) calfd La Teſhue.' 7 remember that 
about ſixty years agone, when I was wery 
young, T heard my Father relate, as I was 
in the Corner of his Chimney, a Prophecy, 
importing that the people of our Religion 
ſhould loſe the Government of dur C owntry, 
which was to be conquer d by #he Moors : 
And among other things, it was preciſely 
mention d, that the Captain who was to 
make this Conqueſt, ſhould be very brave, 
and have -on his Right Shoulder a Mole 
very hairy, of the bigneſs of a Pea, nay, 
and that his Right Hand ſhould be mich 
longer than his other ; inſomuch, that with- 
out FFooping, he might cover all his knee 
with that hand. Me who made this 
Prediftion is an honeſt Religious, for whom 
we Chriſtians have a ſingular veneration. 
7 earneſtly conjure you, in caſe you have 
theſe marks I have newly ſpecified, in re- 
E 4 compence 
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* compence for the good News T brin you, 


£ 


to fave our Lives, I and my Children ; 


* and to hinder any injury from being done to 


their Perſons or Goods. 


_ Tariff having causd what this Wo- 
man had newly faid, to be explain'd by 
a Chriſtian Interpreter he had with him, 


. was overjoy'd to hear theſe things. He 


ſtrips himſelf immediately, in the pre- 
ſence of Count Fultan, and of all his 
People, and having caus'd the place the 
Woman inſtanc'd to be viewd, they 
found there the Mole ſhe had ment;- 
on'd, and the Right Hand longer than 
the Left, tho not quite ſo long as {he 
WW __ zo 

This News being ſpread about the 
Army, occafſion'd an univerſal joy, and 
all the Officers would needs ſhare in 
that their General had, to hear, by in- 


fallible proofs, that he it was that was 


. to have the Honour of ſo noble a Con- 


queſt. And indeed he was reſolv'd to 
give Battel, and therein to vanquiſh or 
dye. And that all the Souldiers might 
have the ſame Reſolution, he would 
needs deprive 'em of all hopes of Re- 


fre. 


For: 


* t the Moos.” gy *- 

For that purpoſe, as he wanted no 
induſtry, he ſecretly caus'd Fire to be 
ſet to al the Ships that had brought 
his Troops, and reſerv'd nothing bur a 
ſmall Veſſel, nav, and would needs 
n have that too put out to Sea, for the 
7 ſending by it to Maca, the good or ill 
, | News of the Battel. 
e Tariff having given this Order, and 
. by a Speech, ſhort indeed, but pithy, 
$ animated his Souldiers to the Conflict : 


e It was very bloody and obſtinate on 
y both ſides, but at length the Chri/tians 
|- were put to flight. 

n Aſtolpho, wanting neither Heart nor 


(- Conduct, perform'd in this occaſion , 
not only the Duty of a General, but al- 

e | fo that of a Souldier; he Rally'd the 

d Runaways the beſt he could, return'd 


n ſeveral times to the Charge, and would 
i- || never yield himſelf up, whatever en- 
IS treaties he had made him, chulſing ra- 


ther to dye with -. his Sword in Hand, 
| as all thoſe are wont to do that are jea- 
lous of their Honour, and are reſolved 


it to leave no room ever to be * re- * 4tmubs- 
d proach'd that they have done any thing ph, £0 
_ contrary to the Fidelity they owe their yrongful- 
King. | ly, or 
without + 


reaſon. 


In 
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In this aQtion Count Julian was dan- 
gerouſly wounded in the Arm with a 
Partizan , and Tariff lightly in the 
Left Leg ; which very much afflicted 
the Moors and Julianiſts. | 

The News of this great Defeat being 
come to Rodrigo, he was extremely 
griev'd, particularly when he knew his 
General ns 2 to be . dead, and that 
he had been defeated by fuch a ſmall 
handful of men. 

Tariff and Count Julia retired forth- 
with with their Troops to their former 
Camp on Zarif, from whence they ſent 
in all haſte to Muca, by the Bark he had. 
reſerv'd on purpoſe for this intent, the 
News of this firſt Victory, earneſtly 
defiring him to Ship, with all expediti- 
on, the two Bodies of Army that had 
been left in Africa, for their refreſh- 
ment; which Muxca fail'd not to do, 
fearing they might need them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Great P reparations for War made 
. by Rodrigo, 7 all the parts of 


his Dominions. 


Reo being dejefted, 45 I have 
LA newly faid, 'at this firſt loſs, knew 
not what courſe to take to hinder the 
progreſs of the Enemies, and with what- 
ever hopes thoſe of his Council and 
Court would needs flatter him, he was 
not capable of receiving any Conſolati- 
on, ſo full had his Heart been of anxiety 
for ſome time, and pre-poſſeſs'd with 
the 11] Opinion he had of the ſucceſs of 
this War. He was not wanting how- 
ever to uſe all poſſible Diligence, . and 
omitted nothing of what he thought 
could help to free him out of fo great a 
danger, for he was but too ſenſible, 
that he it was, particularly, that fo 
horrible a Tempeſt threatned. 

_ . Wherefore he causd the Troops he 
had levy'd in all the Previnces of his 
Kingdom to advance from all | Par, 
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and gave them a general Rendezvouze 
at Cordona, where of late he kept his 
Court; that ſo he might ſend them 
from ' thence to ſuch places as ſhould 
need them, and be the readier to take 
ſuch courſes as his occaſions ſhould re, 
quire. | 

His Orders were ſo well Executed, 
that in a little time his Army was found 
to: be fourſcore thouſand Foot , and. 
twenty thouſand Horſe ; all of em 
People huddled indeed together, and 
plow of *em without Arms and Expe- 
rience. He gave them for their Gene- 
ral the Arch-biſhop D. Oppas, his very 
near Relation ; whom he ſent before 
with thirty thouſand Foot, and -fix 
thouſand Horſe, to 'try Fortune once 
again againſt 7Zariff, and endeavour to 
take the Count D: FJ«lzan, imagining, 
that as he had the Secret and Condu& 
of this Enterprize, it was, doubtleſs, 
the moſt compendious way to put an 
end to the War. Bs 

In-the mean while freſh reinforce- 
ments came every minute to Tariff, 
Muca causd the two Armies that were 

| left behind in Africa, to file daily into 
 Opain, as well that which za had 
brought from Arabia, as that which 
Prince 


Prince Mahomet Gilhair had brought 
fromi Tunis : But as they came by little 
and little, and ſeparately, it could not 
otherwiſe; be but - that there muſt be 
fome Diſorder. Tarif, to prevent" the 
being ſurprizd in the hurry of Land- 
ng, and to.draw his Troops up'in Bat- 
tel array,accordingly as they deſcended 
from their Ships, refolv'd to take more 
ground, and a little farther in the 
Country to chooſe a place ſufficiently 
ſpacious for the Encampment of his 
whole Army, and in ſecurity wait the 
coming of D. Rodrigo: Wherefore he 
advanc'd as far as the River which the 


Arabs call * Guidalete , at the ſame « Tis the 
time that the Archbiſhop D. Oppas came River cal- 
thither, and fent to propoſe to him a 14 Guide 


Truce for eight days, to give the two 
Armies time to recover themſelves after 
the fatigues of the March. The Arch- 
biſhop, who doubtleſs was not inform'd 
of the ſtate of the Enemies Army, ima- 
gin'd this Truce would turn to his ad- 
vantage, by giving his own time to 
encreaſe. But in the mean while, all 
thoſe Troops that Tariff had caus'd to 
file off, according as they landed, being 
come, they made up Sixty Thouſand 
Foot, and Ten Thouſand Horſe, at the 
reVIeW 
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review he made of them'after the Truce 
was expir'd. Oppas perceiving'the. fault 
he 'had'committed, 'and fearing that 
the King would reprodch him ” with 
having given the Enemies time to*join 
all their Forces, and fortify their Camp{ 
he reſolv'd-to give them Battel withour 
any farther delay: The reinforcement 
he had receiv d,join'd with whathe had 
before; made not upabove Forty Thou- 
ſand Men : - Yet was he not wanting 
with theſe 'to puſh the Moors fo vige- 


_ rouſly, that Tariff was conſtrain'd tore 


fire, ' after having loſt Three Thouſand 
Foot, and about Five Hundred Horſe: 


: Whereas the Chriſtians loſt no mere in 


_ thisaQtion, than Two Thouſand Foot; 


ind Two Hundred Horſe. The Night 
having parted them, Oppas alſo retreat- 
ed into his own Camp, to let his Soul- 
diers take Breath, before he renew 
the Conflict. The number ' of the 
Wounded being very great on both 
ſides, Oppas ſent to propoſe a Truce to 
Ti ariff, for three days, which was forth- 
with concluded on' between the two 
Generals. Things being in this eſtate, 
the following Night, a Traytor ( for ſo 
he may well be calld, ſince he ſold his 


\. own Countrey ) ſtole out of the Chriffi- 


ans 
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ans Camp, into that of the Arabs. 
"This Man -being the Companion of 
Oppas, and calld Siſebert, went. to tell 
Tariff that the Ring D. Rodrigo's Gene- 
ral, had only demanded this - Truce, 
that he might ſurprize him that Night, 
and put him by that'means the more 
eafily -t0:rout. Tariff affording Cre» 
dence to this notice, upon the account 
of the eminent Quality of the perſori 
that brought it, (tho it was an impo- 
ſture, as was afterwards vertfy'd) 
thought it became him to prevent his 
Enemy, and without waiting till he had 
put himſelf in a poſture to execute his 
evili intentions, he made his Souldiers 
ſtand immediately to their Arms, and 
causd them to march diretly to the 
Chrift;iaus Camp, where they fell on 
with ſo much impetuoſity, that they 
forc'd it, put the whole Army to rour, 
took General Oppas, with' the Principal 
Officers, Priſoners, and got an ineſti- 
mable Booty, and an infinity of Slaves. 

After this Victory, Tariff made 
great preſents to Sſebert, and retreat- - 
ed near to- the Guadalette, into the . 
Quarters he had before, and which he 
had found very convenient for the $ub- 
ſiſtance of his Army. 
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'Muca paſs into Spain, and 


Joins with Tariff. Rodrigo 

puts himſelf at the head of his 

Army, gives them Battel, and 
* bofes it. 


MXy7 hearing daily of 7ariffs great 
Victories, ' began no longer to 
doubt of the Conqueſt of Spain, whe- 
ther he inceſſantly ſent reinforcements 
of Souldicrs, and Amunitions, and Pro- 
viſions. | 

But not being with this contented, 
he reſolv'd to paſs the Sea in perſon, in 
the head of a fourth Army, fo to ſhare 
in the honour of ſo fine a Conqueſt. 
Wherefore he left to a Brother of his, 
call'd Iſhmael, the Governmeat of A4- 


frica,in his abſence ; and having with all 


poſſible diligence, got together twenty 
thouſand Foot, and fix thouſand Horſe, 
brave Men, and well appointed ; he 
welt 
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went to join Zariff, who was very joy- 
ful at the thing. : h 

When it came to be known that the 


Vice-roy had himſelf paſs'd the Streights, 
there paſs'd ſo great a number of Moors, 


being . invited: by the hopes of pillage, 


that in the review they made of all 
their $ro0ps, they were found to be 
2 hundred and fourſcore thouſand Foot, 
and forty thouſand Horſe, beſides an 
infinite number. of uſeleſs people that 
are wont toaccompany Armies. 

- Rodrigo, . who then exerted all the 
panics of a great King, ſeeing the num- 
er of the Moors daily to augment , 


thought it in no wiſe convenient to 


give them time. to fortifie themſclves 
more : And having aſſembled his 


Council, to ſee what Reſolution it be- 
came him to take in ſo great an exigen- 


cy ; they unanimouſly agreed , That 
he could do nothing better than go 
himſelf in the head of his Army, give 
them Battel, rather. ſooner than later ; 
_ all the Nobility, Gentry, and 
cople of Service in Spain would not 
fail to attend him. 

This Reſolution being taken, the 
King having nominated tor Generaliſſ1- 
mo of all his Troops, his FRAYOrey: 
Al- 
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Almerique, a man very brave and'reſo- 
lute ; a General review was held near 

'  Cordoua, im a Plain the Arabs ſhortly 

"11570 after nam'd Fahe Alguidah *, where was 
lain oo found twenty three thouſand Horſe 
Truth. and ai hundred and thirty thouſand 
Foot. This Prince having caus'd the 
General Officers to come tluther,and the 

moſt conſiderable of the Captains, gave 

them to underſtand the danger their 
Country was in,that not only*theirHon- 

our and their Eſtates, but their Life and 
Liberty depended on the good or ill 

ſucceſs of the Battel he was going to 

fight ; that after this Action there was 

no more ſuccours to be expeted from 

their Country, that was exhauſted- by 

the late Defeats; that they had no 


longer any hopes but im their own Va- 


lour ; that they had only to conſider 
whether they ſhould not rather chuſe 
to dye generouſly, in fighting for their 
Country, than to fall themſelves, their 
Families and Children, into a perpe- 
* Diniin, tual Slavery *, and be a Prey to foreign 


_— Nations, and fo different from them m 


nemies Manners and Religion, that he faid not 
this to them, to expoſe them alone to 
the peril, with a deſign to ſhelter him- 
ſelf from it ; that he thould be the firſt 


to 
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{ 
| 
( 


yo et 


by the Moors: 67 
to ſhew them the way and example; 
and that he did not believe there to be 
any man that made a difficulty of go- 
ing with his King, when they ſhould 
ſee him reſolv'd to dye with them, 
and for them. | 

The Souldiers being encourag'd by 
this diſcourſe, and reſolv'd to dye for 
their King and Country, having had 
order to march againſt the Enemies, 
there happen'd a remarkable thing, and 
and of an ill augure, which was that 
D. Ramiro, Alfier Major of King Rod- 
rigo ; being mounted on Horſeback; 
his Horſe gave him {ſo terrible a fall, 
that he dy'd of it, and the 'Launce 
broke in two, to which the Royal 
Standard * was faſten'd. * Halani. 

Tho who faw ſo ſudden a * Death, * 4cizr, 
were 2 little terrify'd ; but.” Rodrigo £998) 
having given the Colours * to another, * z4q-. 
continued his march to the River Gar- Cornet. 
dalete, where he encamp'd in ſight of 
Tariff, in -a Plain very proper for the 
ranging all 'his Troops in Battalia. 

The day following, the King ſent 
one . of the braveſt men of his Army, 
calld Thodomir ; with five hundred 
Horſe, and two hundred Foot, all 
choice men, and well arm'd, to view 
F 2 the 
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the Enemies. Tariff faild not to des 
tach out at the ſame time, five hun- 
dred Moors, and three hundred Fulza- 
»iſts, having in the head of them A- 
_ braham Abenabis, who began ſo bloody, 
and fo obſtinate a Combat, that it lafl 
ed from Three a Clock in the Afﬀter- | 
Fee, NOOR, till Night *, which conſtrained 
"—e/lche them to part, leaving it undecided 
Evening. which had the advantage ; the dead 
and wounded being much the ſame on 

both ſides. 

The King, whoſe heart was puft up 
with the fucceſs of this Skirmiſh, ha- 
ving held a Council in the Evening, 
and proposd to: the principal Officers 
of his Army, to give Battel on the 
morrow, it was reſolv'd on, and a He+ 
rald ſent -to Ggnify it te 7TarF, who 
accepted it. 

In the It was on the third Wedneſday of the 
midſt of month of Maharran, in, the year 94 of 
«pkg the ZZegira, that this Battel was fought, 
714 Which began at break of day, and coſt 
both Parties a great deal of Blood : For 
the Chriſtians 1n this action loſt 
their General Almerique, with about 
three- thouſand Foot, and eight hun- 
dred Horſe, and the Moors a thouſand 

| Foot, and three hundred Horſe. 
Rodrigo 


Fe 
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Rodrigo was extreamly afflicted for Cbr:, 
the Death of Almerique; for he had Orict. 


that day perform'd Heroick actions, 
and ſhown he was not only a good 
Souldier, but a great Captain. And 
indeed, -he it was alone, that had put 
the Camp of the Moors to diſorder ; a- 
mong whom he broke in with fo muct 
bravery, that he was kill'd upon the 
ſpot ; and after his. death, the Chri/t:as 
Army wanted little of being totally de- 
feated. 

And indeed, Rodrigo found it con- 
venient to go and encamp fix Leagues 
from thence, the more ſafely to delibe- 
rate on what he had to do. Whereup- 
on he made his Retreat in the beſt order 
imaginable; by theſe means abandon- 
ing the Field of Battel to Tariff, who 
on his fide, caus'd all the dead, both 
Moors and Chriſtians, tobe buried, for 


fear the Corruption of their Bodies ' 


might occaſion ſome Diſtempers 1n his 
Camp. But as ſoon as he heard Rodr7- 
go was retired, taking his Retreat for a 
flight, he marchd after him with all 
Expedition, and overtook him on the 


Friday following ; when the Conflict * * 24h 


4 ma,Batcel, 


being renewd, *1t laſted from Noon til 
Night, which parted them, without 
F 3- cither 
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either parties having the occaſion to 
boaſt of the advantage. What moſt 
afflicted General Tarif, was, that 
Prince Mahomet Gilharr, the King of 
Thunis Son, and Count Fuliay, were 
both dangerouſly wounded in this 
ation, and the later particularly of 
three great wounds. On the other 
ſide, Rodrigo being paul'd by the oppo- 
ſition of the Enemies, found that all he 
had been thitherto able to do, was but 
a ſmall matter, and deſponding of his 
being capable of doing any thing more 
hereafter, «he knew not what to deter- 


mine upon; and all the courſes pro- 


posd to him, ſeeming to him equally 
bad and dangerous, he choſe rather to 
teave the Deciſion of Fortune to the 
day following, than to wait it any lon- 
ger, having taken a ſtedtaſt reſolution 
to Conquer then or Dye. 

 Whereupon having marſhall'd all his 
Forces in the beſt order he could, heled 
them to the- Enemies with great vigour, 
and was by them receiv'd with ſo much 
bravery and firmneſs, that there dy'd 
that day fifteen hundred . Foot, and 
two hundred and fifty Horſe, of the 
Chriſtians, and fifteen hundred Moors, 
in all, as well Horſe as Foot. As for 


the 
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the wounded, on both fides, the num- 


ber of them fcatterd up and: down, 
was fo great, that they were not rec- 
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kon'd ®. The Battel having been de- * 2fudmia, 


ferr'd till the Wedneſday —_— by - 
egan 


the conſent of both parties, it 

again at break of day, but not with 
the ſame obſtinacy. For in ſhort, Rod- 
rigo ſeeing ' his Men ſtagger, threw 
himſelf into the midſt of the fray, to 
re-inſpire them with Courage, and did 
all he could to rally them ; but the de- 


feat being abſolute, and without reme- 
dy *, he forbid the few people he had * 


about him, to follow him ; and he 
left his Camp , / without its being 
known what became of him. 

All the Chri/#zans being thus, or dead, 
or priſoners, or put to flight ; all the 
Riches of their Camp, wherein there 
was abundance, became the booty of 
the Conquerours. ' But 7arif, without 
ſuffering his Souldiers to trifle away 
their time in plugder, and without al- 
lowing them one days reſt, march'd 
diretly to Cordowa , which he took 
without its coſting him one man ; and 
encamp'd all his Troops in the ne:gh- 
bourhood of the Town, in ſuch man- 
ner as he judg'd moſt fitting to reire/h 
F 4 them 


loody. 
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them, after ſo many fatigues ; and to 
give the wounded time to be cur'd of 


their wounds. | 


tt _ m——_— —}_ 
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General Tariff, cauſes ſearch to 
be made through all the Coun- 
trey for D. Rodrigo, and pro- 
miſes great rewards to whom 


ever ſhall deliver him dead oy 


alive into his hands. 


— Ariff reckon'd for nothing, all 
theſe Battels he had won, ſince 

Rodrigo had eſcapd him; and did not 

' think Spaix was ever conquer'd, un- 

leſs he had him in his hands, For 

which reaſon, he had Proclamation 

made throughout, his Army, That 
whoſoever, either Moor or Chriſtian, 

ſhould deliver him up alive, or dead ; 

* Inhay, he would not only grant © him great 
Fromile: Franchizes aud Exemptions, but where- 
withal to live at his caſe the reſt of 

his days. The hopes of ſuch great 

g4108, 
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oains, ſet ſeveral Chriſtians, Moors, and 


of Renegadoes, upon the hunt, through- 
| out all Andaloufia, to enquireafter the 
—_ At laſt, ſome of them queſting in 


the Mountains and Lands thereabouts, 
at a diſtance ſaw a Shepherd in a very 
rich garb, being the ſame'that unhap- 
to | py Prince was wont to wear. With 
great joy did they run after him to 
catch him, and brought him immedi- 
'0- Þf ately to the General, who' having 
m | causd Count Julian to come to view 
or | him, he was found to be a very ſimple 
and ignorant Swain, from whom they 
could hardly get a word, and much 
leſs information of what they were in 
all £ queſt. He told them he knew nothing 
ce |} elſe of what they demanded, but that 
ot || as he was keeping his flock upon the 
n- | Mountain where they had taken him, 
or || he had ſeen coming towards him, up- 
on on a Horſe very much tir'd, and that 
at ſeem'd out of Breath, a man, in the 
21, | Cloaths he at preſent wore, who, with 
d; | a furious voice, and frightful counte- 
at | nance, had bid him pull off forthwith 
re- | a Coat lind with Sheep-skin he had 
of || then on; that accordingly having ſtript 
at | himſelf immediately, he had _ 
= 11m 
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him to take thoſe fine Cloaths in lieu 
of his own; and that having afterwards 
ask'd him if he had any thing to eat in 
his Scrip, he had given him a little 


Bread he had left. After which, the. 


Unknown having taken his Crook, 
commanded him to come ſhew him 
the way ; which he did, putting him 
in 2 little path that went upwards, 
which he ſaw him mount, till he loſt 
ſight of him. | | 
Tariff was not fatisfy'd with this 
News, for after having diſcours'd the 
People of the Country of the place 
where the Shepherd had ſeen Rodrigo, 
he underſtood he was gone towards 
Caſtile ; inſomuch that he loſt hopes 
of finding him, and bent his thoughts 
wholly upon taking all the advantages 
he might derive from his Victory. 
Queen Zahra Beneliaza was at Cor- 
doua, at the taking of that Town ; and 
tho ſhe had time enough, before the 
Defeat of her Husband, to make her 
eſcape into Caſtile, ſhe had not done fo, 
either that ſhe had been ſurpriz'd by 
Tariff's Diligence, or for want of Re- 
ſolution, and improving her timez or 
rather, in ſhort, through the ill luck 
thoſe labour under, whom Fortune 
pro» 
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proſccutes , who are wont to want 


Council as well as all things. 

: Tariff left her in her Palace, without 
ſuffering any one to enter therein, to 
commit the leaſt Diforder.; he only 
made ſure of her Perſon as well as the 
Palace : And 25s this great City could 
not be kept without a great number of 
Troops, he thought fitting to leave 
there Prince Mahomet Gzlhair, as well 
for the containing 'em in their Duty, 
2s for the recovering his perfect health, 
for he was not yet well curd of his 
Wounds, nor recoverd from the fa- 
tigues of this War. He plac'd about 
this Prince the Moor, Abulcacim Hadil- 
bar, to aſſiſt him with his Council in 
Military Expeditions, in cafe ſuch oc- 
cafions ſhould be offer'd ; and after ha- 
ving given his Orders, he divided his 
Troops into two equal Armies, .one of 
which he left to the Vice-roy Maca , 
to go into the Weſtern part of Andalou- 
fla, and took the other to go' into the 
more Southern, call'd Grenada; fo to 
leave nothing behind them, when they 
had a mind to enter into the Province 


of Caſtile, which is ſeparated from A4n- 


daloufia on . the Eaſtern ſide by a great 
Deſart, compos'd of Mountains and 
| . Lands, 
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Lands, which the Spanzards call Szerrg 
Morena. This Reſolution. being taken, 
thoſe two Generals directed their March 
each his own way, and Mahomet Gil. 
hair ſtaid with Queen Zahra, 


CGCHAF' AL 
The Amours of Mahomet Gilhair 


with the Queen, who induces 
him to turn Chriſtian, and 
then Marries him. 


| 5 gy they departed from Cordoua, 
Tariff fail'd not to do what is com- 
monly done by Conquerours ; who 
change the manner of the Government 
of the Cities they take, and there E- 
ſtabliſh ſuch Laws as they pleaſe. He 
ſeizd onthe great Church, and of ſome 
others which he turn'd into Moſchs ; 
leaving ſome to the Chriſtians, tor the 
exerciſe of their Religion. And -after 
having caus'd great Fortifications to be 


made around that Town, which he 
conſider'd as the Metropolis of Spain ; 


he 
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he particularly encharg'd Prince G:lhazr 
to have great reſpe&t for Queen Zahra 
Beneliaca, 'and ſo to order matters 


that ſhe might be as little as poſſible 


ſenſible of her Captivity ; repreſent- 
ing to him, that being by Nation an 
Arabian, and a near Relation of Almayn- 
zor, his Maſter; fo nigh that Mahomet 
Abnehedim, her Father,had ſhard Africa 
with him; they ought all to treat her 
as their real Queen, to endeavour to 
make her again eſpouſe the Manners 
and Religion of her Forefathers ; which 
there was a likelihood ſhe would not 
find it a difficult . matter to reſolve on, 
ſeeing ſhe muſt needs be inclin'd there- 
to, by the ſentiments of Nature. The 
Unfortunate Gzlhazr did but too faith- 
fully acquit himſelf of this Commiſſi- 
on ; for he ſaw her ſo often, and ren- 
der'd her ſo many ſervices, that as ſhe 
was Young and Beautiful, and he Gal- 
lant-and Witty, he became deſperately 


in Love with her. Nothing now but 


Feaſts and Merriments at Cordoua, he 
daily invented ſomething new to di- 
vert and pleaſe her, and his thoughts 
were wholly taken up in making her a 
thouſand preſents, wherein there was 


ever as much gallantry as magnificence : 
AS 
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As he had all the conveniency of ſeeing 
her he could deſire, the reſpe& he bare 
her, had long hinder'd him from decla- 
ring his paſſion to her. - But this at 
length being become the ſtrongeſt, he 
could not forbear giving her to under. 
ſtand, in a thouſand converſations he 
had with her, that if ſhe would again 
' eſpouſe the Religion in which ſhe had 
been brought up, he would bring her 
back into her own Countrey, with the 
Crown of 7hunis, which he would put 
upon her Head, inſtead of that of Caftzle, 
which ſhe had loſt. Every time he 
diſcours'd her upon this point, ſhe pres 
tended ſhe did not underſtand him; 
but he imagin'd it to be an uneaſineſfs 
of hers, in ſuffering a Declaration of 
Love, that hinder'd her from anſwering; 
and that he had to vanquiſh rather her 
modeſty than her averſion. At length, 
they two only being together one 7a > 
and he thinking her diſpos'd to be more 
favourable to him, he threw himſelf 
at her feet, and conjurd her not to 
leave him any longer in the uncertain- 
ty of his good or evil fortune ; and at 
laſt, reſolve upon pronouncing the 
word that was-te give him his death, 
or to render him happy all his life long, 


The 
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The Queen not hating him, would not 
fafter him any longer to flatter himſelf 


with vain h@pes : Wherefore ſhe de- 
elard to him, ſhe-was reſolvd to live 


'and dye inthe Faith * ſhe had embracd; <a 


but that if the deſire he expreſs'd to her 
of marrying her, was as ſtrong as he 
would fain perſwade her, and if he 
imagin'd it fo cafie a matter to change - 
Religion, he would find no difficulty 
in doing for her, what he proposd to 
her, to do for him ; that inſtead of.preſ- 
ſing her to turn Mahometan, he needed 
only to'turn Chriſt;zan; and that upon 
this condition, ſhe would conſent to a 
match, wherein there was nothing un- 


worthy of her Royal extraction *. After *Facb 41- 


this anſwer, 'the Prince went his ways 


home very penſive,but he was not capa- Royal. 


ble to reſiſt his paſſion long. They were 
neither -of 'them in a place to folem- 
nize this Marriage, which was quickly 
agreed on ;/and the junture of times 
was not ptopitious : For which reaſon, 
the Princeſs caus'd one of her * Relipi- 
ous to come, without the leaſt notice ,, 
being taken out, and marry her in pri- , 
vate with the Prince, after he had bap- 
tizd him. The Ceremonies were per- 


form'd with all poſſible fecreſie *,, and ,,,,. 


 Gilhair conyere. 


ed ant 
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' Gilhair and Zahra enjoyd their Al 
mours peaceably for ſome time, care. | - 
fully concealing the Images they adord 
in private. But they could not keep | | 
their intelligence ſo ſecret, but that-itÞ | 
was diſcover'd by one of the Queens Þ | 
Ladies, in whom ſhe confided : She | 1 
was born in Arabia, of the,number of Þ « 
thoſe that, had been thrown upon the Þ} t 
Coaſts of Spain, with the Queen, and | | 
c 
[ 


who with her were converted. *' This 
Woman, call'd S:gebeſte, having been 
* Mebin, perſwaded * by ſome Moors, had betar & | 
Ps ken herſelf again to her ancient Rel; | t 
gion ; infomuch, that having ſeen II / 
Mahomet make profeſſion of Chriſtians I » 
ty with the, Queen, in- her . Palace; I t: 
ſhe reſfolv'd, tho with 'trouble, to in- ÞÞ c: 
form Abulcacim Adilbard how matters Il F 
went, whom Tariff had left: with that I rc 
Prince, in all things to afliſt him, with I hi 
his Council, Aldilbar wasextreamly | at 
afflicted at thetydings, and would by. Þ| p: 
no. means. believe the leaſt ont for a Þ| hi 
long time ; imagining - this Woman | 
might perchance, have a grudge to the || { 
* Fzriz, Prince, for ſome particular reaſon *. But I z1 
_ teſtt- ppatung reflexion upon the greatneſs I th 
”* of the paſſion he had long obferv'd [th 
this Prince have for | the Ween, s Ilha 
- 
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be began to believe him . capable of 
all. | 
d He had then the curioſity, to fathom 
pl the thing, without - making ſem- 
it | blance of ought ; and knew at length 
sf fo well to obſerve his. ations, that 
x | without. the Queens ſuſpeCting it, he 
of | diſcover'd all that had paſs'd between 
xe | therff. © When he was throughly aſſurd, 
id & he went to the Army, where he ac- 
us B quainted Zarif with the particulars of 
en N this Intrigue. 
as | Zariff was ſurprizd and perplex'd at 
i» & the fame time, for he-.conſider'd that 
en | Mahomet Gilhair .being no Vaſlal of 4l- 
> © manzor, but the Son of a Prince as Po- 
e; © tent. as himſelf, and his Ally, who 
In- £ came to afliſt him voluntarily with his 
ers © Forces in this War * ; however, juſt the * #4, 
ut © reſentment that ought to be had againſt Conqueſts. 
th Þ him for ſo great a raſhneſs, it might be. 
uy I attributed to ſome jealouſie, or to ſome 
by. £ particular 11] will, which might make 
r@ © him incurr the Disfavour of his Maſter. 
an {| Wherefore he contented himſelt with 
che, || knding Adilbar back to Cordoua, with 
ut | z reinforcement of Troops, to confine 
eſs | the Queen, Prince Mahomet, and all 
thoſe he ſhould believe to have had a - 
tand in his evil deſigns * ; and gave Alndb- 
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him order ta take an exact Information 


- of all, and to ſend it him with all dili- 


*Hait, 
ſuſpicion. 


ence. 
n As ſoon as Adilbar was return'd,. he 
carefully executed the orders he had 
brought ; after having ſeizd on the 
Perſon of the Queen of Spain, of the 
Prince of Thani, and of the Religious 
that had Baptiz'd him ; he' ſent Whar 
he had diſcover'd to Tariff, who imme- 
diately gave notice of it to the King of 


Thunis, by a Courier, who carry'd 


him the Proceſs that Adilbar had causd 
to be made againſt his Son, leaving it to 
him to decree thereupon, according to 
his good pleaſure. P 

The Proceedings of this General, 
were found very Wiſe, and very Pru- 
dent ; by this means, he ſcreen'd him- 


ſelf fromall ſuſpicion*,envyand jealouſte, 


» 


and diſcharg'd himſelf from the odium 
he might have incurr'd by the Death 
of this Young Prince : For, afſoon as 
his Father was inform'd of his Impiety, 
he wrote to his men to put him to 
Death, without waiting for further or- 


ders. The Courier having brought 


' his diſpatches to Zarzf, while that he 


was in the Province of Grenada , the 
General being not permitted to. quit 
the 
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the War he had in thoſe Parts ; ſent an 
abſolute Power to Adzlbar, with all 
his. Forces, to ſee this Execution done; 
ind'tomake an Exemplary puniſhment 
of all thoſe that were Gund accom- 
plices of ſo black a buſineſs. NT 
| Adilbar lavving receiv'd Tariffs 


63 


Commiſſion *, and that of the King * 4m; 
df *Thunis, caus'd the Proceſs to be re- 9s 


view'd againſt Zahra and Mahomet, 
and had them fetcht out of Priſon, one 
Friday morning, to condu& them be- 
fore the Principal Church of Cordoua, 
where there is 4 good handſome Place. 


There he exhorted * them to renounce *Muzhir; 


the Law of the Chriftzans, if they were 
willing to {gve their Lives. But they 
would in no wiſe conſent thereto ; and 
declard that they rather choſe to ſuf- 
kr the Death with which they were 
threatned, and which they were ready 
to receive, than renounce the Faith 
they had ' Embrac'd. Adilbar, both 
ſurprizzd and provok'd at this ebſtina- 
cy, causd themall three to be behead- 
ed ; and their Bodies were a long time 
abandon'd in the place, in the mfdſt of 
the dirt; from whence they were, ta« 
ken by the Chriſtians, who bury'd them 
the beſt to their ability, tho not accord- 
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according. to the * grandeur / of their 
Birth. 


CHAP. XIL 
Tariff makes himſelf maſter ., of 
the Province of Grenada, and 
© of the Snowy Mountains, calld 


by the Salt of the GY 
and of the Air. i 


WY - L things being neactable at Core 
doua, and nothing more being to 
be fear d on that ſide, 7 ariff purſues his 
Conqueſts towards the - South , and 
march'd with all his Army, -towards the 

Province of Grenada; he met: with no 

a * Reſiſtance in all the Places where he 
withour Paſs'd ;. on the contrary, all the Inhabt 
reſiſtance. tants went. to meet him, .and brought 
Vidtuals, and all forts of Refreſhments 

to his Forces ; - conjuring his Souldiers,not 

* Facae, tO injure * People that put themſelves 
inſolences. under his Obedience and- Prote@ion.. 


Tariff gave the neceſſary orders for the 


containing them in ſubſection, but tho' 
he was teard, and by conſequence 


obeyd; 
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obey'd; for that he was very ſevere, 
and did not willingly ſuffer Omiſſions | 
in the Executing his Commands; his 
Souldiers ſeeing themſelves in a Land 
of Conqueſt, did not however refrain 
from committing ſome Inſolencies. 

At laſt, at a diſtance he perceiv'd a 
City built upon, a Hill, from whence 
one had the Proſpet of the moſt plea- 
fant and moſt fertile Plain imaginable, 
and that had the air of the Terreſtrial 
Paradice.For it was all about furrounded 
with little Mounts, full of Trees and 
Springs, and cut by a large and deep 
River, 'that 'paſsd in the midſt of 


a great extent of Meadows, all ſow'd 


with Flowers. Thoſe he ſent to view 
it, having brought him word that it 
had good Walls and good Towers, he 
Rdng'd in the midſt of that Plain, 
that his Forces might take Breath, and 
that he might at his leiſure ſee where . 
it was to be attack'd with moſt ſucceſs. 
But no ſooner had he begun the Ap- 
proaches in the forms, than that the 
Inhabitants, : ſeeing the few men they 
had to oppoſe againſt fo great a ſtrength; 
and having no hopes of tuccours, being 
inform'd of the Deleat of their King, 
after having long conferrd together 
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"about the means of ſecuring their free- 
dom, they refolv'd upon ſending to 
offer Tariff to ſurrender up the Town, 
provided he ſuffer'd them and their Fa- 
milies to enjoy in Peace all their Goods 
and Eſtates, and remain in their Coun- 
*Toplir, try without Oppreſſion * in their Per- 
holy *” ſons, or Violence dane them in their 
s Religion. 

7 ariff having held a Council, accept- 
ed their Offers ; and promisd to cauſe 
the Conditions carefully to be obſerv'd, 
upon which they were willing to put 
their Town into his hands. The Arti- 
cles of the ke per were drawn u 

_ *Bzis 4- by them, and ſigned by this oaks, 


ry who ſwore in the Name of Almanzor 


vernour punctually to obſerve them : And thus, 


of Grenz- without its coſting him ſo much as one 
+ Thisis Man, lie entred Grenada with part of 


what the his Army ; and plac'd as Governour, 
*;auart” one of his Captains, call'd Betis Abe- 
ne vida, nabar WL born in Arabia Felix. He 
bl only croſsd this Town, that fo he 
Moun- might at the fame time reduce the 
tain, and Mountains which cover 1t on the South; 
pe 45 theſe the Chriſtians call the Mountains 
ancienn Of the Sx and of the Azr tf, by reaſon 
-l ws they are in the Middle Region: For 
corrupted, he a4 been told that the Peaſants be- 
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ing brave reſolute fellows, were 

reſolv'd to defend them ; relying 
- upon the little knowledge the Mogrs 

had of their Country, wherein it was 
impoſſible to penetrate very far with 
an Army. 

Tariff, who hitherto had not found 
any-obſtacle in his Conqueſts, no not 
even in the City of Grenada, where he 
expected to have met with ſome re- 
ſiſtance, confided in his wonted ſuc- 
cels, and the Reſolution of his Souldi- 
ers; and imagin'd that this little corner 
of Earth being only defended by Bump- 
kins, would not hold out longer 
than the other. Places where he had 
paſs'd. 

- But when he was at a great Ravine, It is nor 
making a Torrent that falls into a Ri- _— 
ver, which the Chriſtians call Auzeva, Ravine is,Cr 
being oblig'd to ſtop there, about mid- Pr 4 Tec, | 
night the Peafants came and attack'd j\ 1. 
his Camp with ſo much fury, that he bridge of 
was forced to abandon it, after having 79 
there loſt four thouſand Foot, and ſome have fince 
Horſe. On the morrow, being enrag'd pd this 
to have been thus beaten by Bumpkins, = w_— 
he reſolved to be Reveng'd on 'em, and 
to attack 'em, as he did, in the fame 
place. . But the Chriſtians defended 
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themſelves with as much vigour as the 


day before, and without loſing hardly 
one of their ſide, they Kkilld fiftzen' 
hundred more of his Men. What en- 


ragd him moſt, was the difficulty of 
the Country, where the Cavalry, 
wherein conſiſted his greateſt ſtrength, 
could not penetrate; whereas theſe 
Peaſants, from the advantageous Poſts 
they poſleſsd, made a great ſlaughter 
of his Men, without his being able to 
come at them : Whereupon he was up- 
on the point of defiſting from his En- 
terprize, where he only loſt time and 
Souldiers, and: to carry his Arms elſe- 
where, when that one of thoſe Moun- 
tainers calld Fandino, to ſecure a little 
Eſtate he had in that Canton, came 
and ſhew'd him a place, by which he 
might come and enter with the Horſe 
into the heart of the Country, and eaſti- 
ly ſubdue it: The General was over- 
joy'd, and having askd this Peaſant a 
thouſand Queſtions *, to which he 
made pertinent anſwers ; by his advice 
he drew off his'Troops four miles from 
the place where they lay, and having 
given order to his Fleet to draw near 
that Coaſt, he detach'd one of his moſt 
Valiant Captains , call'd Abraham 4- 

buxarra, 
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buxarra, with ten thouſand Foot, and 
four hundred Horſe, to a place calld 


 Faftern Coaſt of Spain by the Chrifti- 
ans, call'd * Adrada, and in good order *Itisat 
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Xat, by the Arabs, where he Shipp'd 
him with all his Men, and Fandino, 
whom he ſent along to ſerve him for 
his Guide ; Abraham was not long be- 
fore he arrivd at a Town upon the 


{c 
entred the heart of the Country, pilla- A” 


ging, and laying all waſte. 

The Chriſtians had no Cavalry, and 
expected no ſuccours, ſ{ceing themſelves 
ſhut up on all fides, Ahzxarra attack- 
ing them behind, while 7arif beat 
them before, yet made not any move- 
ment, by which we could perceive 
the Extremity they were reduc'd to : 
But after being aſſembled to ſee what 
courſe was beſt 'for them to take, they 
reſolv'd to ſend to demand a Truce * * coich, 
for fifteen days of ' Zariff, that ſo Te 
they mighr have time to concert with 
him the Conditions on which they 
were willing to ſurrender. 

Tariff having "immediately accepted . 
the ofters they made him, and. having 
given a fate Conduct * for ſuch as-they * 4mr, 
were minded ' to fend as Deputies to Thing. 
him; they choſe the Biſhop of that 

F Country, 
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Country, call'd Oroger, with ſome other 
Perſons of Credence, whom they ſent 
into . the Camp: with the neceſfary 
Powers. He was a man of Wit and 
Learning, and very Expert and knows. 
ing. in affairs He was very kindly 
 receivd by Tariff, who immediately 
ſtruck up with him in the following 
Conditions : That the Chriſtians ſhould 
remain in that Country if ſo minded, 
and ſhould not be' moleſted either in 
their Perſons, or Eſtates, or their Con- 
ſciences : 'That they ſhould not pay any 
other Impoſts, than the Tribute they 
were wont to pay to Chriſtian Kings, 
That if any among them were not 
willing to ſtay there, they ſhould be 
ſafter'd to ſell their whole Eſtate, and 
and go into whatever Country, inha- 
bited by Chriſftzans, they ſhould beſt 
like. | 

This Capitulation being ſign'd by 
Tariff, in the name of the Great Alman- 
zor his Maſter, in whoſe name he pro- 
misd to obſerve it very exatly ; Abra- 


*Teis now ham Abuxarra * was left there as Go- 
ſtill call'd yernour : And as he was the firſt that 


entred the Country, and had been its 
firſt Governour, this little Province 


was from this time call'd by his name. 
Thus 


A -A a Ae, = = i. 


DOUes's Aman a” Ma RT Rs "= Ha Ya us po } ©. 47 


' by the Moors. 
This Genera] having now totally re- 
duc'd thoſe parts that fell to his lor, 
re-aſſembled all his Forces to return to 
Cordoua, by the fame way he came, 
with a Deſign to rejoin Muca, after 
that to enter both together, and with- 


out any longer delay, into the Province 
of Caſtile. 
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CHAP. . XIII 


The Conqueſis of Muca, and his 
returu to Cordoua. 


T the fame time that General 7a- 

riff began his march, to lead his 
Army towards .the Ea? and South, in- 
to the Province of Grenada, as we 
have ſaid, the Vice-roy Muca went to 
lead his towards the Weſt, into the 
Province which the Natives of the 
Country call Andaloufia, from the 
name of certain People, that formerly 
inhabited it, eall'd Vandals. He march'd 
at firſt againſt Carmona, a ſmall Town 
indeed, but well fortify'd ; where ſe- 
veral Chriſtians bad taken refuge, from 
"SR all 
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all the Burroughs, and all the Vi- 


lages of that Country, which they had | 


forſaken at Muca's Approach , .and 
where they had ſtor'd themſelves with 
all forts of Ammunition and Proviſions, 
that ſo they might defend themſelves 
as long as poſſible they could. 

The Vice-roy having block'd' it up 
on all ſides, the Beſieged refolv'd to 
make a Sally out of the ſtrongeſt of 
their Gates, and with the beſt men 
they had, to ſee if there was any poſ- 
ſibility of defeating their Enemies, 
before they had better fortified them- 
ſelves. 

Wherefore on the morrow at break 
of day, having taken Arms, and en- 

- couraged one another to do well, they 
attack'd the Moors Camp with ſo much 
Bravery, and in ſuch good order, that 


- they killd three hundred of them be-. 


fore they could know, and put them- 
ſelves in a poſture of Defence, and re- 
turn'd into the Town, having loſt but 

five and twenty on their fide. 
This ſucceſs having puft up their 
Hearts, they would netds ſee the day 
* Tchadaq following, if Fortune ® would be as fa- 
Zogle, Vourable to them. But having found 
Forms the Moors upon their Guard, they were 
try d | received 
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received a little more ſmartly than the 


day before, and conſtrained to return 


into the Town faſter than they came 
thence. The Moors purſu'd them ſo 
cloſely, that the Governour of Carme- 
uw fearing that by opening, the Gates 
to receive them, the Enemies would 
eater pel|-mell with them, and ſo make 
themſelves maſters of the Place; he 
jound it- more expedient to let the few 
Chriſtians that were without to be loſt, 
than to loſe the Town in endeavouring 
to ſave them $4. and forbid. the opening 
to them the Gate, -he-fear'd it would 
beno longer in his power to ſhut. __, 
The Chriſtzans ſeeing the Reſolution 
their Governour had, ' taken, all on 
the ſudden took a yery;:generous ene ; 
4 having all engag'd rather .to..dye, - 
e Men of Courage, than be made 


j| faves, they fac'd about upon thoſe that 


purſued them, and fighting like Deſpe-. 
ate People, kil'd eight hundred of, 
them, and puſh'd on into.the midſt © 

Muca's ' Camp, where they were all 
kill'd upon the. ſpot, or taken , Priſo- 
ners, without ſo much as. one of them 
eſcaping. Muca being very much ens 
rag'd at theſe two bad ſucceſſes, aſlem- 
bled- the Principal Officers to hold a 
Council 
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Council of War, wherein it was r& 
folvd on the morrow morning tg 
make a General attacque. The Lad- 
ders were ſet up againſt the Walls, and 
the Moors mounted them with great 
Reſolution : On the other ſide, the 
Beleaguerd defended themſelves with 
great firmneſs, Killing and Topſy-turs 
vying thoſe that mounted. Among 


others, the Governour of the Sh 


call'd Gale, did then perform Heroji 


Actions ; for he alone, with two mer 


he had with him, defended a whole 
Courtine, from one Tower to another; 
which he had undertaken to maintain} 
and with a Croſs-bow, killd or 
wounded for his own part that day 
himſelf alone fourſcore Moors: This 
Conflit laſted from Noon till Night 
and in it the Vice-roy loſt fifteen hun 
| dred men; whereas the Beſieged, as 

we were afterwards inform'd, loſt but 
three hundred. + 32-4.9M 

The time and men Muca loſt be 
fore this Place, made him reſolve, for 
the rendring himſelf maſter of it, to 
try another way, than that of force, 
which he had ſped fo ill in thitherto; 
Whereupon he ſent to ſummons the 
Beſieged to furrender, offering not ons 


ly 


Ce 


"gy x M 3 


4 


SOOQAT = = AS (OR <cQt5 


by the Moors. 
ly 'to ſpare their Lives, but to grant 
them great Priviledges, it they made 
their Compoſition ſooner than later. 
This Propoſal causd the Beſieged to 
open their Eyes, and. the Principal of 


them aſſembling to confer with their 
Governour ; they concluded, that tho 


they ſhould ſtill hold out for a while, - 
their * Proviſions would at length fail * Zi4,, A- 


munitt- 


- them, and their Souldiers would di- gx. 


miniſh ; that all that Province was al- 


moſt ſubdu'd, that they could not ex- 


pet ſuccours from any body , that 
thus ſooner or later they would be a 
Prey to the Victorious: For which 
reaſon, they made anſwer, That they 
were content to open him the Gates of 
theirCity,provided he would ſuffer them 
to depart thence with their Wives and 
Children, and all they had of Money, 
Arms and Baggage, and generally all 
things whatever that they could carry 
along with them, whither they pleas'd, 
with full freedom. 

All that they required was granted 
them, bating the Baggage; upon which 
they were told, That they might only 
carry away with them, what they 
could load npon a hundred Waggons, 


| with which they were | contented. 


Thus 


The Conqueſt of Spain 


Thus all the Chri/t;ans departed; und 
went to another City near the Sea,calld 
- His pala in their- Tongue, while that 
Muca, aſter having placd a Governour 
there, with ſome Souldiers, for its 
Guard, decamp'd forthwith to march 
towards a very great and populous Ci 
ty, which the Spanzards in their Tongue 
call Merida. 4 * 1:8} 

In this Town there was a very brave 
Chriftian Governour, and as he Signa- 
lizd himſelf in this Siege, and therein 
perform'd Actions worthy of Praile, 
he well deſerves that I ſhould dwell a 
little longer upon the. Relation of his 
Performances. 

: This Governour, calld Salqra, ſeeing 
the- havock made by the Moors Army 
in the Countries where it paſsd, causd 
all the Chrifzans in the Neighbourhood 
of Merida to retire into that Town, 
with their Wives and Children, and 
causd them to bring along with them, 
all the Vidtuals there was in the 
Country ; where having left only what 
could not be remov'd, he himſelf ſent. 
ſome to burn all the Villages there-, 
abouts, and to make ahavock through- 
out all the Country, that ſo when the, 
Moors ſhould come thither, they mugh, 
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| find nothing left. He did not content 
| | himſelf with this, he causd all the Wa- 
| ters to be poyſond, and having em- 
. | ployd all the Peaſants, hecaus'd 'em to 
: | work upon the Fortifications of the 
; | Town: He repaird its Walls, its Bat- 
\ | tlements and Parapets: And having 
» | causd a Review to be made of what 
. | men he had in a condition to fight, he 
e | found 'em five thouſand ſtrong, whom 
.. | he diſtributed into the Towers, and 
n | other Places he judgd convenient. 
e | Things were, in this poſture when the 
a | Vice-roy drew near the Place, and ha- 
is | ving block'd it up on all ſides, began 
by ſending to Summons Salaru to Sur- 
8 | render, .otherwife that he would put 
iy. | all that were'n it to the Sword. 
od But the Governour having made 
od || him Anſwer, That he might do as he 
n, | pleasd ; That the Mercy of God was 
ad || greater than his Forces, and that it af- 
m, || forded him more Confidence than all 
he, | his Threatnings gave him Fear. 
| Maca being provok'd at this Refuſal, 
caus'd all things to be prepar'd for the 
making the Aſlault. The next day 
the Moors being mounted to the Sca- 
lade, were there receivd, and vigo- 
rouſly repuls'd by the Beleaguer'd, by 
Hd 


means 
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means of rhe great order, with which 
. they ran to the * reliet of one atiother 
upon occaſion. The Attack laſted the 
whole day, wherein the Beſtegers loſt 
fix hundred Men, and the Beſteged oty 
ly fifty ſeven. But the Moors having 
renew'd the fight the next morning ar 
break of day, that they night afford 
the Beſteged no reſpite 1t was fo ob- 
ſtinate and furious, that the Town 
had like to have been taken at unawares. 
The Moors having already got to the 
top of the Wall, and being ready ts 
leap into the Town, when that Salars, 
who went to all the places that had 
need of his Saccours, running thither 
Juſt in the nick, tumbled them down 
trom the top of the Walls, and by this 
means deliverd Merida, that but for 
him had been now taken; obliging 
the Beſiegers to retire with the loſs of 
eight hundred men, whereas he had 
loft but about three hundred. 

The Vigour the Chri/tzans had exert- 
cd in theſe two Conflids, did a little 
cool that of the Vice-roy, 'who reſolv'd 
to quarter all his Army round the 
place, and fee if he could not take it by 
Famine. Salary having perceiv'd his 


Deſftgn, made a very exact review of 
all 
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all that was in the Town, that he might 
more duly fee how long his Viquals 


could laſt. He found there to be ſeve- 


ral uſeleſs Mouths, in Women, Chil- 
dren, and Old Men, that were paſt 
bearing of Arms, and yet conſum'd the 
Proviſions, that began already to di- 
miniſh, tho there had been as yet but 
thirty days Siege, and that they had 
laid up great ſtores before-hand. He 
alfo faw it to be impoſſible for him to 


hold out much longer, and not being 


ſtrong; enough to ſtir out of the enclo- 
ſure of the Town to fight the Enemies, 
he bethought himfelt of employing 
Stratagem, to endeavour to make them 
raiſe the Siege. Wherefore he ſent 
to Mica, That he was miſtaken, if he 
thought, by Famine, to force him to 
Surtender : that he had ſtill Bread 
enough for above ten years; and to 
make good his words, he caus'd a world 
of Baskets full of Loaves, to be thrown 
from off the Walls. 

This Complement had like to have 


made Muca run mad, and he made no 


anfwer to it but by a General Aſjaulr, 
which lafted a whole day, with great 
vigout on both ſides : for there {el! 
dbove five hundred Moors, without 
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reckoning Captain: Alicaleyman , who 
was very much wounded, which exs 


tremely afflicted Muca. It coſt the Be- 


fieged little leſs, who alſo loſt in this 
occaſion four hundred men. But Muca 
having been oblig'd to cauſe the Retreat 
to be ſounded, by reaſon of the night, 
the next morning he ſent a Trumpeter 
to the Governour, to ſignifie to him, 
That he had made an Oath, and ſworn 
by the moſt high God, that it the Be- 
leaguerd delay d Surrendring any lone 
ger, they ſhould aſter this, all to no pur- 
poſe implore Is Mercy. 

Salaru heving ſtraitways aſſembled 
the principal men of the Town, gave 
them in a little time a very exact ac- 
count of the ſtate of the place; and af- 
ter having made them apprehend the 
necellity they were in of all things, and 
the little likelihood he faw of being Re- 
lievd, they all agreed to Surrender, 
but upon the moſt advantageous Con- 
ditions they could get : Inſomuch that 
they made him. anſwer; That they 
would willingly put the Place into his 
hands, provided he would ſuffer them, 
they, their Wives and Children, with 
their Arms and Baggage, to go to: what- 
ever City of the Chriſtians they ſhould 

pleaſe ; 
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pleaſe ; thatall thoſe that were minded to 
ſtay, ſhould nor receive any ill treat- 


ment, nor be conſtrain'd to quit their 


Religion. Muca agreeing to all theſe 
Articles, and having been induc'd to 
Sign 'em, and ſwear in the Name of 
the Caliph his Maſter, never to a& 
to the contrary, conceiv'd ſuch an e- 
ſteem of the Bravery and Fidelity of 
this Governour, and of his ability to 
take his Precautions, ' that he took a 
Scimitar of great value he had ar his 
Girdle, and himſelf put it on his fide, 
ſaying, That the Valour with which he 
had fav'd his People from ſo great a 
Danger, merited a thouſand times more 
Honour than he did him. 

Salaru having given him the Keys of 
the Town , where the Rifi-raff only 
ſtaid, he took all thoſe along with him 
that were minded to follow him, with 
whom he went on Shipboard, to watt 
ore to the neareſt Hands of that Coaſt, 
that he might not fee rhe Ruine of his 
Country,and fo ſhelter himfelf from the 


ſervitude ® of the 4rabizns, under which + 9.4. 
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he forefaw thar all Spaiz was going to S<rvituve. 


be reducd. 

The Vice-roy of Africa was over- 
joy'd at the taking+of this great City, 
H 3 Lut 
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| but could not ſtay there long, for 
that there was no ſabſiſtance to be got 
out of the Country , that had bcen 
forſaken by the People, who had all 
taken refuge in the Province, call'd in 
the Spaniſh Tongue Caſtile, and had left 
this Country deſert. For which reaſon, 
after having put a Garriſon into the 
Place, he causd all his Troops to 
march towards Hiſpalis, They were 
not gone far, when that his Scouts 
came to give him notice, that the 
world of People that had taken'refuge 
there, had occaſion'd ſuch a Contagt- 
on, that the mortality was general, 
This News put a full ſtop to his Ca- 
reer that way ; and the fear he was in 
of cauſing his Army to periſh, made 
him return to Cordova, to rejoin 7arif, 
who had fignify'd to him, he was al- 
ready on his way from Grezada thither, 


CHAP. 


P. 


| by the Moors. 


, 
—_— 


— = . A. — ws. Mt. ” ds Md - 


CHAP. XIV. 


The Conjuntion of the two Gene- 
rals, and their entrance into 


Caſtile. 


\Hele two Generals, being return'd 
from their Expedition , _ after 
having each on his ſide acquir'd much 


'Honour ; did for a. long while hold 


Council] what courſe to-'take, for the 
finiſhing the [abſolute Conqueſt of 
Spain; tor which they had receiv'd pre- 
ciſe orders from Almanzor. During 
that time, the Souldiers being put into 
good Quarters, recover d themſelves 
of the Hardſhips of that War. The 


Officers repair'd their Equipages, which 


ſo long a march had ruind; and the 
Commiſſioners not only receiv'd all 
the new Proviſions that were come to 
them from Africa, but had alſo gather'd 


up on all ſides, all that was neceſlary 4.,, 
for the Iavaſion of Caſtile, according I Provi 


to the refolution they had taken, 


At laſt, the two Armies that now © 


H 4 made 
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made but one Body, being decamp'd 
in the beſt. order imaginable, march/d 
ſmall days journeys, along a great Ri- 
ver, which having its courſe towards 
the Setting Sun, croſſes that Province ; 
and after. having waſhd the Walls of 
Cordoua, at a great diſtance lower 
falls into the Ocean. Thus ſtill on 

* Pan Cy- their Right leaving this River *, 

#4in, the ywhich the Chriſtians call Betis, and 

Ts the Arabs, Alguidalquibir ; the firſt 

= Town they found in their Left was 

7beda, whoſe Inhabitants brought 

them their Keys, as not being in' a 
poſture of making a Defence. 

Tariff having - on pain of Death, 

forbidden any entrance into the Town, 


without: Expreſs order; or in any wiſe, 


the injuring of People,, that had 
thrown thetnſelves into- his Arms, - aid 
there only leave one Captain Abencorbas, 
with ſome Souldiers, - and leiſurely 
march'd to another [/Town, not three 
miles thence, call'd Bale. The Citi- 
zens: ſeeing, that 'if they pausd at fol- 
lowing the Example of @beda, they 
ſhould but Exaſperate the Moors, and 
incur their ineyitable ruine, without 
any profit ; they ſent immediately to 
beleech this General, to hinder wy 
Mit» 
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miſchief from being done them by his 
Souldiers ; and in conſideration of that, 
they would not only furrender to him, 
but likewiſe preſent him with all ſorts 
of Victuals and Refreſhments for his 
Troops. 

Tariff very joyfully accepted their 
offers, and to manifeſt his Clemency 
to them, and the Diſcipline he causd 
his Army to obſerve, having for- 
bidden any one ſoever to enter therein 
without his order, he himſelf, one after 
the other, nominated all thoſe he was 
willing ſhould accompany him thither, 
to the number of five hundred ; with 
whom alighting, he took a turn round 
the Town, viſited all the Fortifications, 
and left there a Natural African, call'd 
Mahomet Abencorba',, with a pretty 
ſtrong Garriſon, for its Preſervation. 
He ſtaid no longer there than he had 
done at ©beda, and' purſu'd his way 
Northwards, acroſsa vaſt pile of Moun- 
tains , that ſeparate 4udaloufra from 
Caſtile, and ſtretch from the Mediter- 
rauean Sea to the Ocean. Thus having 


traversd twenty miles, or thereabouts, 


they are in breadth, he deſcended into 
the Plains de la Manche, which the 
Arabs call the Dry Fields *; where ha- 
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ving cone near ſixty miles without meet- 
ing with any body, all the People ha- 
ving, quitted, and being retired into 
the heart of the Country ; he at laſt 
difcover'd a Town, which ſeem'd very 
beautiful to him, and much ſtronger 
than all thoſe he had yet ſeen, 'and was 
told that it was Toledo, the Metropolis 
of Caſtile, where the Chri/tian Kings had 
in all times made their abode. Alo 
this City paſſes the famous River of 
Zage, which alſo diſembogues into the 
Weſtern Sea. And here it was King 
Rodrigo had causd the Enchanted 
Tower to be open'd, whereof I have 
made mention in the beginning of this 
Hiſtory. 

Tariff having Encamp(d all his Troops 
in'the Neighbourhood, with intention 
to Beſicge it, the Chriſtians ſent to tell 
him, That they had no thoughts of 
holding out ; and that, provided he 
would ſufter them to enjoy peaceably 
what they had, and permit all thoſe 
that were ſo minded, ro go where they 
pleasd, with their Families, and all 
their Baggage, they would pay him all 
fort of Obedience, and would be as 
faithful to him, as they had thitherto 
been to their King. 

This 
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t- | This General having expected to 
2- | have met with ſame oppoſitian.in this 
to | Place, was averjoy it did pot oblige 
aſt Þ him to any ſtop; and ſwore ſalemnly 
ry | in the Name of the Caliph Almanzax, 
rer | his Maſter, far ever to qbſerve the 
as | Conditions, on which they would put 

lis | the Keys of ſo great a Town into his 

ad | hands. He would needs alſo, for the 

ng | maintaining 1t in the ancient Preroga- 

of | tive it had, of being the Capital City 

the £] of ſo great a Kingdom, leave there, as 

ng | Governour, one of his principal Offi- 

ted | cers, call'd Mahome? Abenbamin, of the 

we | City of Damas, with the Quality of 

his | Vice-roy, and a Garriſon he judg'd con- 

venient. | 

ops | It is a thing ſomewhat aſtoniſhing to 

jon | be remark'd, that in near a hundred 

ell ] and forty miles march, made by theſe 

of | two Generals, ſtill skirting the Sea of 

he | the Levant, and drawing Northwards, 

bly B they found not one living Soul*, till « xcpaue, 
ole | they came to a Province call'd Arragoy, living 
e7 | in the midſt of which there is a Ciry 

all } calld Saregoza, where ſeveral Chriſtians 

all | had. taken refuge, as well as in the 

as | Mountains next adjoyning, to ſhelter 
rto | themſelves from the fury of the Moors. 
This City would needs ſtand out by 

: A " 
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Afſfault, that was bloody ; after which 
it Surrendred upon very advantageous 
terms. Thus they ſtaid there only the 
time requiſite for the ſettling, as Go- 
vernour of all that Province, a Captain 
of great Reputation, born in Arabia, 
call'd Iſmael Abenhut ; and reſolved to 
puſh their Arms further , and- even 
beyond the Mountains the Chri/tzans 
call the Pyrenees, which ſeparate 
the Kingdom of Spain from that of 
France. 
They are very rugged and high; 
and the Chriffians were faid to be re- 
tired thither, with a reſolution of ma- 
king a ſtout Defence. Nevertheleſs 
they advanced there about twenty 
miles, without meeting with any Re- 
ſiſtance ; inſomuch that the Generals 
having made reflexion that their Ma+ 
| fer having only given them order to 


Conquer Spain, and France being a great I 


Kingdom, wholly different, and wholly 
ſeparate, it would be exceeding their 
Power, to puſh on their Invaſion upon 
it. And ſeeing their Troops wearied 
with fo long a March, and much dimi- 
niſhd by all the Garriſons they had been 
| obligd to leave in the Towns they had 
taken ; they reſolv'd to go no — 
an 
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and remitting the Conqueſt of France 
till another time, they thought it more 
he | convenient to returninto Caſtzle, to give 
a. | the neceſſary orders for theconſervation 


in | of what they had taken,and the reduti- 
on of what they had {till left to take. 


—_— 
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py CHAP. XV. 


The March of the two Generals 
h;Þ0 - zowards Valentia and Murti, 
and their Return to Cordoua. 


I 


14» 

e : 

6 HE two Generals taking the 
Res Field again with their Forces, 


als ipon their departure from Arragon, 
{xz Wixnt their march towards the Zaf,, 
ts find continued it without any ſtay, to 
1 great Plain, in the midſt of which 
, Us a great City, enclosd with good 
Walls; whence you have a Proſpect 
o the Mediterranean Sea, that is but 
ut four ſmall Leagues diſtant : All the 
Country adjacent is full of very delight- 
ul Gardens, Groves, and a world of 
prings, Which form the fineſt Land- 


kip imaginable. 
” Tariff, 


f | 
* Ou;la- 
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bis, Diſ- 
ourteſte. 


Tariff, before he would begin the 
Sie#e, - thought fitting to ſerid to ſuns 
mon the Inhabitaiits ro Surrender; 4s 
all the other Cities of Spaz# had done : 


in conſideration of which, he promisQ 


to ſuffer 'ert: to live ift Peace, accotditip 
to their Law, and to hinder any injury 
from benig done them. But the Trum- 
peter coming, near the City-gate, the 
Centinel that was upon the Wall, with- 
out hearkning to what he ſaid aloud, or 
ithparting it to the Governour, let fy 4 
Bullet from a Stone-Bow at him; | by 
which the Trumpeter pereciving him- 
ſelf wotinded, without ſtaying any 
longer, came flying to the Camp. Ta- 
64 being provok'd_at the little regfrd 
they liad for a man that came from him, 
took this affair, not only for a want of 
reſpect *® to hitti, but for an infraction 
of all the Laws of War, and the Right 
of Natiotis, and gave order for the 


| Attacking the Town or all ſides. 


The next day the Governour, calld 
Atros, Hiaving beeti infottn'd.of what 
the Centinel had done, was vety muth 
ſurpriz'd at this mifunderftanding, aid 
thought convenient to fend to make 
his excufe to Zarif, and propoſe to him 
at. the ſame time a Truce tor thiree 
days; 
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dys ; during which, they wou'd ſee 
to contrive the means of making their 
Capitulation. 

The Envoy of Yaleace was: kindly 
feceiv'd by the General. The Truce 
was granted, and the Hoſtages having 
betn agreed on, : he went out of the 
Towh with full power to treat of 
the behali of the Befieped, and'came 
to ZTariff's Camp, with whom he a- 
greed to deliver hitn the Town, on 
Condition, that all the Chri/tians that 
were minded to go thence, might have 
the freedom fo to do, with their 
Wives and Children , and all *their 
Goods, to whatever place rhey ſhould 
pleaſe to chooſe. As alſo that all 
thoſe that would ftay there, might 60 
it without being wjurd in the leaft. 
Tariff made no difticulty of granfing 
thent all they demanded, and vf pro- 
miſing to obſerve what he granted in 
the name of Almanzor his Maſter. In 
conſideration of which. he- made his 
entrance into that Town, and there 
kft as Governour one of his Captains, 
2 Native of Arabia Felix, nam'd 
Abubaxar Xandalz, whom he plac'd 
there with a numerous Garriſon, to 
curb not only that Town, but the 
who:e 
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whole Province depending on it.' 


After having thus ſettled matter 
at Palence, Tariff and Muca, having bent 
their march a little more towards the 
South ,, entred the Province, by the 
Spaniards call'd Murtia ; where havi 
met with no reſiſtance, they render 
themſelves Maſters of the Capital City, 
that goes by the ſame name. Finding 
it forſaken by the Inhabitants, and the 
Country very good, they reſolv'd up- 
on ſettling there a part of the Souldiers 
of their Army, for the re-peopling it, 
and therein to put as Governour, 
Abraham Alexandri, by Nation an Afri- 
can. Theſe two Armies being by theſe 
means reduc'd to a very ſcanty num- 
ber, and by leaving ſo many upon 
the way, both for Guarding and Popy- 
lating all the Towns where they had 
paſs'd, they return'd to Cordoua, to. re- 
create themſelves after the fatigues of 
this War. 
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CHAP. XVI 


The Order that Tariff left in 
Spain, before his Departure 
thence. 


T H E Goverriour of Cordoua ; 
. Abulxacim by name, knowing 
the coming of the two Generals, went 
but to meet them four Leagues from 
that Town, with all the Foot and Horſe 
in Arms he had, and accompany'd 
them in the Triumphant Entrance they 
made into. that Place. During the 
abode they had occaſion to make 
there, to recover themſelves after the 
Hardſhips of ſo long and painful a 
War, they apply'd themſelves carefully 
to regulate the form of Government 
of the Countries they had Conquer'd. 
But above all things, they judgd it in 
no wiſe ſafe for them, to ſuffer the 
Chriſtians to remain Maſters of fo con- 
fiderable a Town as 7iſpalis, I have 
noted in the beginning of this Hiſtory, 
that the Siege of this Town had not 
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been undertaken, for fear of bringing 
the Peſtilence into the Army : Where. 
fore a truſty man was ſent on purpoſe 
into thoſe parts, to ſee how matters 
ſtood ; who having brought word back, 
That the Contagion was there more 
rife than ever, and that an infinite 
number of Perſons dy'd of it, it was 
judg'd requiſite to leave it- ſtill alone, 
and that it would be ſufficiently de- 
ftroy'd by this Scourge of Heaven, 
without there being any need to infect 
it likewiſe with that of War. 
One thing on which they found 
| themſelves oblig'd to think preferable 

to all others, was to recompence Count 

Fulian, for the great Services he had 

done to Yalid, They had promisd 
: him to cauſe his Caſtle of Algefrrees to 
* 14-4, be * Rebuilt, and to Repair and Re- 
Repara- eſtabliſh his other Lands and Lord- 
4on- ſhips, that had been ruin'd by the 
paſſage he had given through them, to 
all the Forces that came out of Africa 
into Spain. .Inſomuch that they causd 
great ſumms of Money to be given 
him, and granted great Franchizes and 
Priviledges to all his Relations and 
Followers. Whereupon he took his 


leave of them, to repair home to ſet 
all 
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he could, the Sweets of the Revenge he 
had taken of D. Rodrigo. 
After this, they fell in good earneſt 
to conſider of regulating and policying 
their new Kingdom, and of re-popula- 
ting that great Country that was be- 
come a Deſert, by the flight of all the 
Inhabitants. Wherefore ſeeing that 
the Moors they had leſt in Garriſon in 
the Cities and Burroughs where they 
had paſsd, had no Wives, tho they 
were all very Young, and that it was 
impoflible to furniſh them with 
enough from Africa, whence their Fa- 
thers and Mothers would never con- 
ſent to ſuffer them to depart ; they 
causd Proclamation to be made by 
found of Trumpet , throughout all 
Spain, That all rhe Chriſttan Women 
and Maidens, as well of the ancient 
Inhabitants, as of whatever Nation 
they were, that were willing to be 
Converted, and Marry themfelves to 
the Conquerours, ſhould enjoy the 
fame Priviledges and Prerogatives which 
they enjov'd before. They causd at 
the fame time, another Declaration 
to be Publiſhed in favour of the 
Gentlemen, ro whom they ofter'd 
12 the 
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all woo, again to Rights, and injoy, if 
uld, 
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rat Muca, Theſe two new Moors, to 


OA 


the Dividend of the Conquer 
Lands. 

This Publication in a ſhort time, 
either out of fear or intereſt, caus'd an 
infinite number of Chri{tzans to change 
their Religion, and the Women and 
Maidens to reſolve upon matching 
themſelves with the Moors. At that 
time was it that the Arch-biſhop of 
Oppas, who had been General of Re- 
arigos Army, that Tariff had beaten 
and taken Priſoner in the ſecond Battel, 
that had been fought near the River 
Guadalete, as 1 have ſaid ; and the 
Arch-biſhop Toriſe, a very near Rela- 
tion of that Unhappy King, abjurd 
their Faith to * comply with Zariff and 
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manifeſt their Zeal, and acquire till 
more credit than they had with the 
Generals, repreſented to them, that 
to hinder the Chriſtians from revolting 
for the future, or retrieving Courage 
with time, it was expedient through- 
ly to clear all the Mountains on the 
Leſt Hand of Arragon, in Spaniſh call'd 
Biſcaye, ard the 4ſturies ; where they 
gave them notice that ſeveral Perſons 
of great Quality had made their Re- 
treat with a great number of Souldiers; 


nay, 
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nay, and that there was at the head of 

them ſuch Perſons as were Princes of 

the Blood of Spain, and D. Rodrigo's 

near Relations; without which their 
Conqueſt would never be ſecure. 

This advice jump'd wholly with 
Tariffs ſence, who gave immediate 
order to a Tartar, a very good Officer, 
Abraham le Sujari by name, to take 
fix thouſand men of the Forces he had 
by him , and likewiſe to draw as ma- 
ny as he ſhould need out of the Garri- 
ſons of Caſtile, and to march with the 
tw Renegado-Arch-biſhops, into the 
atore-mention'd Mountains. | 

At that time a\Young Prince, a Kinſ- 
man of the K. D. Rodrigo, call'd Pelage, 
was retir'd thither with a good number 
of reſolute men, that were willing to 
follow his Fortune ; and as he was 
brave, and pretended to the Crown, 
all the Chriſt:zans that had taking reſuge 
in the Mountains, had elc&ed him 
King ; and certainly he made himſelf 
appear to be very worthy of that Su- 
pream Dignity. 

General Abraham being come near ,.,,. 
the Auſturies, and encamp'd in a place feza!, in 
calld Cangas by the Chriſtians, and 9%, 
which the Moors ſince nam'd the Zerm iis 
I 3 | of 


BY 
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of War, thought convenient to ſend the 
two Arch-biſhops to him; having 
brought them along with him, that ſo 
being his Relations and Friends, they 
might the more eaſily perſwade him 
to deſiſt from the Temerity of his 


Enterprize; with orders to offer him 


ſuch Preſents, and propoſe ſuch advan- 
tages to him, as they ſhould judge con- 
venient, as well as to all the Chriſt:evs 
that ſhould be with him. Whereupon 
theſe Arch-biſhops being come into the 
Country, and offering to make this 
Propofal to Pelage, he was ſo provok'd 
at them, that he had them ſeiz'd on, 
and both thrown from off the top of 
a Rock, into a River that was art the 
bottom. And as he had firſt been in- 
form'd by them of the Scituation of 
Abraham's Camp, and the number of 
his Forces, he aſſembled what men he 
had, and went to attack them that 
very ſame Night: And after having 
deieated tc greateſt part of the Moors, 
he return'd into the heart of the Moun- 
tains without any loſs. Abraham not 
expecting this at all, and not ſeeing 
the return of the two Renegadoes he 
had brought along with him, fancy'd 
they had betray'd him ; and with = 
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few men he had left, without making 
any longer ſtay, he return'd with all 


expedition to Toledo, where he dy'd of 
Grief. | 


Tariff was very much troubled at 41f9r, 
this bad event ; but having not then >: 


Troops ſufficient in one Body to go 
force the Aſturies, he. contented him+ 
flf with leading upon the frontier the 
moſt men he could, that fo he might 
hinder the Chriſtians of the Mountains, 
from coming to make Inroads upon 
the Moors. Then he refolv'd upon 
ſenc*ng to Almanzor, his Maſter, a very 
exact Relation oi all he had thitherto 
done, with the ſtate of all things in 
$pain, and to ask what was his Pleaſure 
to have further done for his Service. 
As he was finiſhing his Diſpatches, he 
had a Letter brought him from Pelage; 
which Tranſlated out of Spaniſh into 
Arabick, is as follows. 
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ALETTER, 


King Pelage, to General Tariff 
Abenzict. 


& 5 H E King D. Pelage, Lawful 
Heir, Succeſſour in a Right Ling 
of the Kingdom of Spain, by the death 
of the King D. Rodrigo, whoſe fins may 
God pardon, they being, doubtleſs, the 
cauſe of his ruine, and my misfortune ; 
to the Valiaut and Renowned Captaiy 
Tariff Abenziet, Cheriſh'd and Eſteem 
by the Caliph Almanzor, his Maſter; 
Greeting. Tho I am as great a ſinner az 
any other, and that I have nothing good 
but the confidence I put in the mercy of 
God; I am willing to make known to thee, 
that in thy name came two Envoys, who 
being my Relations, ought not to have 
come to me, fince they were Traytors to 
their Country ; I thought my ſelf obligd 
to puniſh them, as IT have done; and was 
context tu fignifie to thee at the ſame time, 
that tho thou haſt very unjuſtly, and by 
the force of thy. Arms, feiz'd on a King- 
dom that appertains to me ; nevertheleſs, 
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T hope, with the help of God, to regain 

it zn ſpight of thee. But if it be not 

his will, I beſeech him to give me the 
Force and Courage to dye, I and mine, 

for the Fuſtice of my Cauſe, and for the 
Truth of our Paith, rather than to groan 
under the Crael Toak that thou would/? 
impoſe upon us ; beſeeching him daily to 
give affairs that current as 1 deſire. 


From the Afturies of Oviedo *, the * This 
gth of July, of the Ara of Ceſar, = 
{53+ with the 

year 715 

Tariff Abenzjet upon reading Pelage's 5,99" 

Letter, had more joy to hear of Ro- 
drigo's Death, which was the thing he 
had the moſt deſire to know, than un- 
eaſincis for all the reſt. Whereſore he 
made an end of writing Almanzor the 


following Letter. 


*Dirms, 
Yoak. 


The Congueſtof Spain | 
ALETTER. 


General Tarift Abenzict, zo Ca- 
liph Valid Almanzor, Empe- 
rour of the Moors. 


Raiſe be. given to the Soveraign 
God, to whom alone is due Sacrifice 
aud Prayer ; and afterwards to the moſt 
High and moſt Tiluftrious Caliph, and 
Emperour of the Moors, his Vicar, 
the Buckler of God, and Defender of his 
Law , the moft Noble Caliph Valid Al 
manzor 3 whoſe good Deſigns may God 
Bring about, to the Happineſs and Tran- 
quillity of all his Subjefs, as is wiſhd 
ty Tarift Abenzict, General of his Ar- 
mies ; one of his leaſt, but moſt Paithful 
Servants. 

Spain # abſolutely conquer d and rang'd 
under your Obedience; all the Nations 
have receivd the * Toak as far as their 
mighty high Mountains, by the Spaniards 
called the Pirenees, which parts their 
Kingdom from that of France. And 
there is nothing more to conquer in all 
that waſt extent of Land, bur a ſmall 
corner 
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corner of Earth, amid very rugged Moun- 
tains, where ſome Chriſtians have taken 
refuge, that is of no great conſideration, 
and a very great and Pepulous Town, 
called Hiſpalis, «pou the Coaſts of the 
great Sea, for fear of introducing among 
your forces the Peſiilence that rages in 
that place. T have reftlord to Count 
Julian all bis Lands, as you promisd 
him. T ſalute your Grandeur, and the 
Felicity of ſo many great ſucceſſes. Iv 
the midſt of a great Province called 
Andalouſia, is a wery populous Town, 
where the Xing D. Rodrigo commonly had 
bis Refidence ; whoſe Death I have been 
lately inform'd of by one of his Relations : 
I have ſettled there as Vice-roy, with 
your good liking, the Perſon of Abulcacim 
Adilbar, your faithful Servant : This City 
being proper to ſerve as Metropolis to the 
whole Kingdom ; which IT make known to 
your Celcitude, that you may order him as 
you ſhall pleaſe, for your ſervice. 

Muca, the Yice-roy of Africa, has 
rendred great ſervices in this Expedition, 
where he was ſeveral times in danger of 
lofing his Life ; inſomuch that he, doubt- 
leſs, merits a great Reward, and hopes it 
from your Goodneſs and Magnificence. 
May God heap his Bleſſings daily upon you. 

| From 
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From Cordoua, the 23 day of the 
Moon Rageh, the year of the He 


gra 94. 


All the Anſwer Almanzor made to 
this Letter, was, That Tariff ſhould 
come himſelf to him into Arabza,to give 
him an account of the particulars of 
the Conqueſt ; ordering Huca to return 
into his Government of Africa ; and 
ſending Adilbar Letters Patents 4 
Vice-roy of all the Kingdom of Spain, 
ordering all the particular Governours 


that had been left in the Towns, to 


whom he had ſent Commiſſions, to 
obey him 1n all things. 

Theſe two great Captains having rs I6s 
ceiv'd this order, paſs'd both into Africa 
immediately after; whence Tariff went 
into Arabia, while Muca remain'd in his 
Government. 
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CH AP. XVII. 


to eclage takes the City of Gixa 
from the Moors, and burns it. - 


Ince that Pelage had once vanquiſh'd 

the Moors, he did not doubt but 
that he could defend himſelf in his 
Mountains. All the Chri/#:ans of the 
Neighbouring Provinces repaird to him 
after this Victory, flattering themſelves 
with the »-hopes he might one day res 
ſtore them to their Liberty. Till then 


\ P, 


they did not believe there to have been 
any place in all Spaiy, where they could 
ſhelter themſelves from the fury of thoſe 
Conquerors, for as they had not any 
Retreat where they could be in fafety, - 
they ſuffer'd themſelves to be put into 
Fetters. But the young People, that 
had no Wives, aud were moſt proper 
for Warfare, began to make their 
Eſcapes, by little and little, out of the 
Moors hands ; and ſteal away by night 
into the Mountains, where Pelage had 
his abode, ſo to put themſelves ME 
mo 
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his Prote@ion. Inſomuch that in a 
ſhort time there was a pretty confide- 
rable Body of an Army aſſembled, 
Whereſore ſeeing that General Abraham 
was Retreated into Caſtile, he refolv'd 
to make ſome attempt as might accrue 
to the Credit of his Party. 

With this Deſign, he drew together 
the moſt men he could, and made up 
a body of fix thouſand men, with whom 
he came to a ſmall City, call'd Gzxa by 
the Spantards, and by the Arabs ajjer 
they had taken it, Zak/a. Wherefore 
having block'd it up with this ſmall 
Army, few Moors were there that 
expected to be beleaguer'd by Pelage, 
whom they did not think ſo hardy ag 
to budge out of the Tenure where he 
had hold. Nevertheleſs they ſtood ont 
ſo obſtinately with the Captain that 
commanded in the Place, that they 
all dy'd bravely fighting, refuſing! to 
liſten to any Capitulation. | 

Pelage much fatisfy d with this ſmall 
Conqueſt, causd ir. to be forrtify'd, 
left there as Governour one of his Cap- 
tains, call'd Manuzes, and retired with 
his men into the heart of the Mountain, 
which the Chriſtzans in their Tongue 
call Oviedo. Tariff was much afflicted 
at 
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at this bad ſueceſs. ' He then perceiv'd 
+6: | that the Revegado-Biſhops had well ad- 
ed. | visd him, when they would have in- 
.am | ducd him to have renderd himſelf 
vd | maſter of that nook of Land ; where- 
rue | fore imagining that ſome miſchief 

would come on't ; after having given 
her Þ order to the Troops that were in thoſe 
up || parts to be ready, and {ent word to 
om | Mahomet Abenramin, Governour of 
Toledo, to draw the moſt he could 
together. He alſo ſent him Troops 
fom him, under one of his Captains, 
all'd Abenhamza; who carry d him an 
order to attack Pelage, All their 
Troops being aſſembled, were found to 
make up a Body of twelve thouſand 

men, with whom Abexzramin 
tent his march towards the North. 

Pelagemaking no doubr of getting the 
advantage this ſecond time as he had 
done the former, refolv'd upon waiting 
the coming of the Enemy in that Town 
he had newly conquer'd, with about 
$000 men he then had with him. 

"While he was preparing to go re- 
cave the Moors there, a Chriſtias Re- 
| [1cgado gave him notice that his Cap- 
ngue [tain Maruzes, had made an offer to 
ited [/ariff of delivering up to him that 

at little 
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little City ; nay, and to ſeize on his 
Perſon. Pelage could not doubt of the 
truth of what he told him, when he 


from that General to Manuzes, where: 
in was the whole train' of the Conſpi- 
racy minuted againſt him. He high- 
ly entertain'd the Renegado ; and after 
havirig made him a world of Preſents, 
he defired him, fince he expreſs'd 
much defire to ſerve his Country, to 
return to the Moors Camp, to tell 
Abenramin that it was not yet time for 
him to advance, Pelage not being yet 
arrivd in the Town with all hi 
Forces. 

The Renegado having accepted this 
Commiſſion, made that forged anſwer 
to Abenramin, who was very glad at 
it, and ſent him forthwith back . to 
Gixa, to ſtay till the Prince was there 
arriv'd, and to bring him immediate 
word. But inſtead of going thither, 
he went to the Chriſt;ians Camp. 
Pelage not loſing time, march'd all the 
night ; and being acquainted with the 
Country, he arrivd at the Camp of 
the Moors, without they having the 
leaſt inckling of him, and attackd 
them with ſo much vigour, that he 
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| had ſhew'd him a Letter he carryd | 
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kill'd a very. great number of them, . 
and put all the reſt to flight ; obliging 
he U General Abenramin to Retreat in great 
7d F| diforder. \ 
re- In this Attack the Moors loſt two 
p- | thouſand men, and the Chriſtians 
h- | about eight hundred. - But Pelage 
ter | fearing to. ingage too far in the Battel 
1ts, | with Abenramin, who had double the 
fo | nymber of his men ; and who, after ha- 
to | ving rally'd his Souldiers that had been 
tell Þ taken unprovided, might ſurround him ; 
for | he made a haſty retreat to the Town 
yet = of Gizxa; where as ſoon as he was en- 
his  tred, he caus'd the Traytor Manuzes to' 
be hang'd, and his Body burnt. Then 
this | for fear the Moors might take that 
wer | Town again , after having turn'd out 
| at Wall its Inhabitants, he ſet fire to'r, and 
to Retreated into the Mountains to de- 
nere Iſl fend 'their entrance againſt the Moors, 
liate © by whom he was under fear of being 
her, JU purſu'd. EE pr 
And indeed Abenramin follow d Pe- 
lage at the heels ; ſo as that he arrivd 
it Gixa before the fire was quite extin- 
miſhed. Whereupon having crols'd it 
without making any ſtay, that he 
might endeavour to overtake Pelage, 
he found him poſted at the fame Place 
K where 


F 


aſter the fatigues of. this War. 
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* where General Abraham was defeated. 


He found this Poſt too difficult to force, 


that he durſt not undertake it, for fear 


of not ſucceeding; and contenting 
himſelf with garmiſhing well that fron- 
tier, he bent his march back to 7oleds 
with all his Army, being aſham'd at 
his having perform'd fo little in this 


Expedition. . He fignify'd to Tariff all 


that had paſsd, while he expected his 
orders, which he defired he would fend 
him; and this General fignify'd to him 
to ſeparate his Troops, and remain in 
his Government till farther order 
This causd Abenramin »to diſmiſs hs 
Army, and ſeek to recreate himſelf 
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CHAP. XVI. 


The Unhappy end of Count Julan; 
of the Counteſs his Wife, and 
of Florinda his Daughter. 


£C NOunt Julian having taken leave of 
the- Mooriſh Generals, as has been 
fid in the former Chapter, aſſembled all 
his Adherents, as well Relations, as thoſe 
that had follow'd his Fortune ; and ſeeing 
fl the bad condition the Alpefrres,and his o- 
1 | ther Lands werein,he went to ſettle him- 
felf in a very pleaſant place, that is « 
upon the back of the Mediterranean 
Sea, calld by the Spaniards Y:lla Vitio- 
| 7; from whence he could give the 
— | orders neceſſary for the reparation of 
Þ all his Houſes, and the adminiſtration 
T of the vaſt Eſtate he had. - As ſoon as 
he was there arrivd, he ſent to his 
AP Wife and Daughter to come to him. 
' They had ever made their abode at 
Tangier, waiting the event of this 
War ; but ſeeing 1t terminated, they 
ail'd not to repair immediately to him. 
K 2 The 
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The Count and Counteſs were over- 
joy'd to ſee one another again, after ſo 


* Alfrac, Jong a ſeparation *; only Florinda + 


Abienc. continu'd fill metancholly, whatever 


Careſlles were made her by her Father 
and Mother, and whatever care they 
both took for her Diverſion: She had 
h ever before her Eyes the ruine of her 
* Alfxcar, Country , the. deſtrution * of the 
Deſtiruct Chr;ſt;azs; the Death, Servitude, or 
os at leaſt, the Miſery of fo many Milli- 
ons of men ; and when ſhe -call'd to 
mind that ſhe was the occaſion of fo 
many eviis, ſhe was-not capable of 
any joy : Above all, what gave her 
moſt anxiety; was to ſee her elf dif- 
honour'd, and without - hopes of ever 
ſeeing her ſelf in the Rank: and Eſta- 


bliſhment ſhe might have expected 


according to her condition. All this 

ſo Topſy-turvy'd her mind , that kt 

the lonp-run, either through the 'inſti- 

gation of the Devil, or through a 

black vapour that offuſcated her Brain ; 

4hueren, The mounted to the top of a Tower, 
Deſpair. where ſhutting the Door. after her, for 
fear of being hinder'd from Executing 

what ſhe - had refolv'd on ; ſhe entreat- 

ed a, Governant to go ſeek her Father 

and Mother, with whom ſhe had 

min 
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mind to ſpeak. And as ſoon as they 

were 'come, ſhe began to ſpeak to 

them from the top of the Tower, as a 
Perſon that had abſolutely loſt her 
ſenſes ; telling them, that ſo. unfortu- 

nate a Maid as ſhe did not deſerve to 

live, principally being the.cauſe of fo 

great a Deſolation *®, as that of all * er, 
Spain; and continuing ſuch like Dil- RM ruth 
courſes; My Father and Mother, cry'd 

ſhe to them, FHenceforward in memory 

of my misfortune, let not this City any 

longer be call d Villa Vitioſa, but Mala- 

ca ; for now the worf? P erſon that ever 

was, is going to dye. 

No ſooner had ſhe utter:d theſe laſt 
werds, but that without hearing or 
Father or Mother, or any of thoſe thar 
were there, and without yielding to 
the Remonſtrances they made her, 
ſhe threw herſelf from off the top of 
that Tower ; and having batter'd her 
ſelf in falling, ſhe only liv'd three days. 

Her Mother ſwoon'd away at this 
SpeRacle , and - Count Fulian laid 1o 
to heart the misfortune of a Maiden 
for whom he had had ſo much kindneſs, 
that his imagination remaining wound- 
ed thereby, he thought it to be a 7 Hich4b, 
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was {o, and that this befell him for his 
fins. For the Leaf of the Tree makes 


not any motion in the Air ; and the 
Ant takes not a ſtep upon the Earth 
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* 71s, the but by his order *. Thus this Imagy- . 


will of 


ow nation made him loſe his ſenſes, and 


become mad. to that degree, that he 
himſelf Stabb'd a Ponyard into his own 
Breaſt. In a little time alſo after his 
Death, the Counteſs his Wife fell fick 
Kara, Of a Cancer *; and after having under- 
8 Cancer. gone inconceivable pains,ſhe dy'd at laſt 
of a Natural, but a very grievous 
Death. | | 
As they left no Legitimate Children, 
Almanzor took Poſleflion of his Lords 
ſhips, and Re-united them to the 
Crown of Spain. This Death prov'd 
a great ſcandal, both among the Chriſt: 
ans and Moors ; and that Town is call'd 
Malaca, on occaſion of the laſt words 
Florindautter'd at her dying, when ſhe 
threw her ſelf-off from the top of the 
Tower. 'The Spaniands fay Malaga in 
lieu of Malaca; and this word is made 
of .the two ſhe was heard to utter at 
her Death ; for ſhe faid, Let this Town 
be no longer call'd by its ancient name, 
but let it be calld Malaca, faid ſhe, 
that is to ſay Wicked ; becauſe wy 
ul ... 
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this Day dyes the moſt Wicked | 
Creature in the World. 

The Arabs call this Florinda, as alſo 
la Cava, which ſignifies Wicked ; and 
certain 1t 15, that tho this Count had 
frv'd Almanzor with great Fidelity, 
yet was he a Traytor to his King and 
Country. For which reaſon, Wiſe and 
Vertuous Men ought to have a care of 
thoſe ſort of People that are ever co- 
verd with Infamy *, and that were *6:fa6uce, 
never ſeen to come to a good end, but Infamous 
like to that of this Count, and of all ***P* 
his Adherents. 
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| 

"Af 
CHAP. A1X.-5 
Muca being vex d that Alman- | 


zor did not ſend for him asf, 
well as Tarift, diſpatches his} 
Brother to him with the Defcrip- | 
. tion of all Spain. 


Mi was very much vex'd thatff 

he had not been ſent for tft 
Court as well as Zariff, and would! 
willingly have been preſent at the Ref 
' Jation that Captain was to make tf} 
Almanzor, of the particulars of all 
that War, and of the ſtate he had leff1 
all things in, in Spain ; fearing thatf] 
in giving the Account all alone, he( 
would attribute the whole Glory tof 
himſelf, He fancy'd he had done him! 
ſome ill Office in the Letter he had 
- Written to their Monarch, fince he did}] 
him not the Honour to defire to feeÞ1 
him, no more than if he had not had] 
the leaſt ſhare in the Conqueſt they had]! 
made together ; wherein Muca was very[t 
much] 
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I muchdeceiv'd ; for Zariff ſpoke of him 
— fs his Friend, as well in his abſence as 
his preſence ; and he ſince found it 
plainly by the Letter, whoſe Tenour 
[Iam going to inſert. ES V7" 
| He fancyd he had renderd as great 
Services as Tariff, and that he had not 
2 af only had all the Principal Directicn, 
 bisbut that he had ſerved in his own Per- 
crip- fon, and exposd his Life to a thouſand 
*-JDangers. Nevertheleſs, he plainly faw 
that it might befall him, what com- 
monly befalls thoſe that are diſtanc'd 
thath from the Court ; and that, inſtead of 


r togreceiving a Recompence * proportiona- « ,,, 
youldJble to his Services, he might, per- Recom- 
e Refchance, be put out of his Maſters, fa- p*nce- 


ke to your. 
f al} Labouring under this anxiety, he 
d leffknew not what courfe to take ; for to 

that] ave his Government, and repair to 
2, he|Court without Permiſſion, that could 
ry tojnot be; to ſtay, and not go thither, 
e himJwas a hazarding his Fortune, and an 
e hadjexpoſing himſelf to all the laſhes of 
ie didjEnvy and Jealouſfie. At length, ha- 
to ſee] uing unboſom'd his Heart to ſome of 
t had[his Friends, they found a medium be- 
y had|twixt theſe two Parties, which was, to 
s very[{end his Brother Zſmael to Court, under 
much] colour 
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colour of carrying the Caliph a Deſcripti. 


*Herit, on * of the Land they had ſubdu'd, and 


Deſcriptl- . ſtate of all things that concern'd the 


08, 


War. But indeed there to value and 
improve his Services, and fathom if the 


. Emperor did him Juſtice. Now theſe 


are the terms of his Letter, in form of 


Relation. 


A Letter from Maca, Vice-roy 
of Africa, to Caliph Alman: 
Zor, Emperour of the Ara- 
bians. 


"YRaiſe be firſt given to God, the Soves 
raignCreator of all things, Amen; and 

then to the moſt high and moſt Illuſtriou 
Caliph, the Buckler of-God, the Defender 


of his Law, and Emperour of the Arabi Ws 


ans, the Emir Mumenin Almanzor; 
to whom God give a long and happy Life, 


' and a flouriſhing and quiet Reign ; as is 


wiſh d him by the leaſt, but the moſt Faith- 


ful of his Subjefts, Muca, FVice-roy of 


his Realms of Africa : Who makes known 
to Tou, as he is thereunto oblig d, that 
moſt of thoſe that inhabit them, are hap- 
pyer than ever they were ; being were 
Ric 
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pti- ll Rich with the Spoils they have brought 
from Spain; as mult, doubtleſs, have been 
the told you, by one of your moſt Valiant Cap- _ 
ind fl tains and Loyal Subjefts, Tariff Abenziet ; 
the who - Expos'd his Life « Thouſand times 
eſe I for - the augmentation of your Crown, in 
1 of this Conqueſt. This I can better teſtify 
than any Body , having been in moſt 
Attions with him, as I thought it my 
Duty. I did not content my ſelf with 
OY providing the two Armies by Lind and 
an St, with what was neceſſary for them * , *Tuchi als 
ra Wt take all the trouble of them, and be at 0 er 
 Wullthe Charges 3 the zeal T have ever for all. 
yur Service,mademe paſs over thitherwith 
athird Army: And fince 1 entred into 
ves Ml that Country, which 753 a Peninſula 7 
Wreſpe of us, I have carefully obſerv'd 
'T have ſeen, and took a very exatt 
Iformation, as well of the Chriſtians, 
& the Renegadoes of that Country ; of its 
; B Scituation, and of the manner of Irving 
if its Inhabitants, T thought you would 
jardon me the freedom of ſending a Rela- 
tion of it a little long, but true. 
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Irtifah, 
Climate. 


The Relation. 


His Iſland is Scituated under the 
Elevation of the Artique Pole 
from the Thirtieth to the Fiftieth 
Degree, on the North of thoſe King- 
doms of Africa, that are under my 
Government; -and which are ſevered 


from it -partly by the Medzterranen 
' Sea, and partly by- the great Oceax. 


All this Country that we have Con 
quer'd, contains about Eighteen Hun- 
dred Miles in Circumference; and 
ſtretches out into a Length, repreſent- 
ing the Figure of an Animal. The 
Climate is exempt from bad Vapours; 
theAir is there everSerene and refreſh' 
by the Winds, which occaſions the 
People to be longLiv'd and veryHealth- 
ful ; the Plains are water'd with anInfinj 
ty of Springs that fall from the Rocks, 
whoſe Water is very ſubtile and well 
taſted. All theſe Waters collected 
from ſpace to ſpace, from NobleRivers, 
the moſt of which have their Courſe 
towards the Weſ?, and fo go and diſem- 
bogue themſelves into the Ocean, tho 
there are ſome that fall into the Med 
terranean Sea ; and all of them furniſh 


the People with a World of Fiſh of a 


very 


" ds. tt ih 7... —_— gm OomnY ny "WY pr_ * —_ De _ Da a 
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very good Taſte, and not Unhealthful. 
We ſee no Serpents there, nor any 
Wild Beaſts; there are no Leopards 
nor Lyons, Ounces or Griffins : And 
when any of thoſe Creatures have been 
ſometimes brought thither from other 
Countries, they could not live. This 
occaſions the Country to be very Po- 
pulous, and that there are neither 


Lands nor Mountains altogetheruninha-* Hz, 
bited *. Beſides this, there areall forts V*{ere- 


of. Fruits, as well in Winter as Sum- 
mer ; there being ſo many Trees in the 
Gardens, that they ſeem to be Forreſts, 
and fuch Delicious Places, as ſeem to 
be a Terreſtial Paradice. In Summer, 
there is a vaſt abundance of all fort of 
Meat, by means of the great abun- 
dance of Paſturages'; where an infini- 
ty of Cattel is ever found, and a great 
quantity of all forts of Wild and Tame 
Birds, that -even come to Winter there 
from - ſeveral Countries, as one more 
Temperate. 

The People, as well Men as Women, 


are of a middle ſtature *; and the Cities «,,,,.., 
obſerve an Excellent Policy. The In- Diſcreti: 


habitants are all Cloath'd in very Fine i 
Woollen, are naturally Wiſe,” and being 
addicted to War, they are curious of 
Horſes, 
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Horſes, and have ſuch as are very 
Vigorous. The Soyl produces goal 
Bread and excellent Wine, ' and fo great 
a quantity of Oyl, that there is rs 
ther too | much than too little. There 
grows all ſorts of Herbs and Pulſe; 
and particularly, all Simples as are 
needfſul in Phyſick. They gather ther 
Silk and [Linnen in abundance, & 
which they make very fine Stuff 
There are Mines of Silver, of Coppet, 
of Lead, of Iron, and Quick-filver: 
For as for Gold, I have not heard there 
was any. As there are many different 
Nations, there are alſo ſeveral ſort 
of Tongues, that have not any Relati 
on with ours. 

* Them, This Peninſula confines upon Franc 
Divided. on the North, and is * ſeparated thence 
by very high and very rugged Moun- 
tains, by them calld the Pyrenees, 
We paſsd them, Tariff and I, in the 
Head of your Armies; but we 
thought that it became us not to un- 
dertake the Conqueſt of another 
Kingdom than that of Spain, without 
your Permiſſion : After having entred 
pretty far into the Country, we Re- 
tired again, without having loſt any 
of our Men. ; 
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Zend in telling you, That this Country 
i wH of all ſorts 0 Riches, and that there 
is wherewithal to live very pleaſantly, and 
with all ſorts of Conveniences : Congratu- 
lating you for ſo many, and ſuch happy ſuc- 
erfſes, which T only inform you of in the 
Bulk, leaving the particulars to Tariff, 
po will give you an Account of all that 
is not in this Letter ; relieve me in the 
faults T have therein committed, aud with 
your Celcitude's leave, will here find aſſu- 
rances of my Friendſhip praying God that 
he would afſiſt you in all things with his 
brace. 


From the Palace of Morocco in Africa, 


on the Year 94- 


we little time arriv'd in "Arabia, and pre- 
un. | ſeated his Letter to Almanzor : This 


her | great Prince, 'tho ſufficiently inform'd 


of all thoſe Affairs of Spajy, did never- 


wy m_ x refs much joy at his recei- 
Re. imonies of the care Muca 
any too of all tgp that related to his 

Servicez and to ſhew the value he had 


/ _for 


the 3d of the Moon Dulqueſita *, * * This is 


| November 
uſe Iſmael yn chis his Brothers diſpatch, i in the 

ect, fing gn in a very light Barque, of of 
the | for the may ing the more haſte; in 2 Lord. 
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for him, he commanded his Brother to 


ſtay with' him until farther order. 


\ . Tſmael ſent immediately a Courier to 
his. Brother., to ſignify to him the 


manner of his Reception. 


.. This.was - a great Conſolat 


the Succours he had giyen 


| him in that 
. War, that had more than a little egn- 


ion to 
Myca, he taking the order the Empe 
rour had given his Brother to: attend 
upon his Perſon, . as a good Augure 
This Mighty Prince having afſembled 
the Principal Lords of his. Empire, 
and conferrd  with.them, and particu 
larly: with Tariff, upon all matters; 
the Reſult of this Council was to ſend 
Iſmael, as Ambaſſadour, to the King of 
Thunis, to condole with him the Death 
of. the Prince .þyjs. Son, thank him for 


. tributed to the Qongqueſt,of,: Spain; and 


. to demand-in-Marriage his Daughter, 
call d Omath gir, {pr Ab dgualit. Ab Znacer , 
his Eldeſt Sap, and Heir/to all his King: 


ONS. : om 07 20h teri Þ ogg 
1, Hſmacl, very, well ſatisfied with being 
choſen 'for ſo; Noble . an; Employ, de- 
parted with an, Magnificent Equipage; 
a-very Noble Train, and a. great - num 
ber of Martial Men, as well for his 


Guard as for the Dignity of his Enx 


baſh: 


MCT IR 
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baſſy. He was very welcome at 7hu- 
#is, and had immediate Audience of 


* Mahomet ; to whom he gave the Caliph's, 
; his Maſters Letter, and the Preſents 


he had. brought. He was. highly en- 
tertain'd by that Prince ; who having 
agreed to the Propoſal, and having 
Examin'd 1t with the Principal of his 
Council, this Match was found.advan- 
tzgeous for the State, and ſuirable 
for the Princeſs Omahair 3 and for this 
reaſon, he with all Expedition diſpatch'd 
away 1ſmae! with an Anſwer as fa- 
vourable as the Yalid could defire it ; 
is 1t 1s eaſy to ſee by the Letter and 
Anſwer. «* | | 


A Letter from Valid, to the 
King of 7hunis. 


Praiſe be to God, Amen. 


H E moſt High, and moſt Puiſſant 
Caliph Valid Almanzor, Empes 
rour of the Arabians, to the moſt Wiſe, 
and moſt Potent King of the Moors, Grand 
Wſticiar, Warriour, Martial, and Defender 


ofthe Law of God, Mahomet Gilhair,Greet= 


im with all fort of Tenderneſs and Ami- 
L | ft, - 
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ty. I am under great Obligations of int 
parting to you uy happy Event of the 
Euterprize 1 made upon the Kingdon of, 
Spain, fince you had ſo great a ſhare 
therein, by the Succours. you gave me for 
the Conquering of it. But the Death of 
Prince Gilhair your Sou *, bas much di 
miniſh'd the joy 1 ſhould have had; and 
I have only to repreſent to you on thiz 
Occaſion, that fiuce it has pleas 'd Deſti 
ay *, or rather the Providence of our 
Great God, ſo to ordain by one of his 
Decrees, conceiv'd- from the knowledge of 
men, and reſerv'd to his Eternal Science: 
There is only Suffering with Patience the 
Evils he ſends us; and praiſe him in the 
mean while for the Benefits we daily re- 
ceive from him, For which reaſon T ſhall 
fay no wore to you upon this, reſting ſatis- 
fied with ſhewing you hom much 1 intereſt 
my ſelf in all that concerns you, through 
the peculiar Eſteem 7 have of your Virtue, 
through the acknowledgment TI. ought to 
have of all the Benefits I have receivd 
from you, and the Amity you have ever 
had for me, as your. Good Relation : And 
through a thouſand other Reaſons, which 
I{mael the Bearer of this Letter will tell 
you; whom I deſire you to afford entire 
Credence, as to the Propoſals he ſhall 


make 
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make you in my Name, that I ſhall reckox 
the my felf happy, can they but Succeed as 


9 WW well as all your Deſigns; for which T pray 
God with all my Heart. | 


From our Palace of Carbal *, the * This is 
4th. of the Moon of Babeth, the in - BY 

. monen 0 

2: day of the Year 94. "db. fa 
the Year 


| The King of Thanis's Anſwer. de 
Praiſe be to God the Creator of 
all things ; to whom alone is due 
Sacrifice and Prayer. 


T H E Generous King of the Moors, 
the: Exalter of the Law of God, 
and Extirper of his Enemies, Maho- 
met Gilhair ; to the moſt Honour'd, moſt 
' Noble, moſt Wiſe, moſt Prudent, and 
moſt Potent Emperour of the Arabians, 
Valid Almanzor; to whom the Great 
God give a Long and Happy Life, as well 
as to all his Servants : Flealth, I am 
oblig'd to you for imparting to me the 
happy ſucceſs of the Conqueſt of Spain, 
which has afforded great joy; and ſtill 
wore at the Propoſal that has been made 
Ae Ps me 
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me in your name, according to the. Creden- 
tials you ſent me. To which I have no 
other anſwer to make, but that T (hall 
efteem my ſelf very Happy, .that all you 
expreſs your ſelf defirous of, be treated 


and accompliſh'd in ſuch manner'as you 


ſhall. pleaſe to order; as a thing that ab- 
ſolutely depends on you. TI pray God to 


* This 1s 
in the 
month of 
Fuly, 10 
the year . 
716 of our 


Lord. 


Othce of 
Algous7 il 
among the 
Moors, was 
as that'of 
Preſident 
of Caſtile. 


take you into his keeping. 


From our Palace Royal of Thunis *, 
the 11th of the Moon of Rage, 
in the year 95. 


{ 


Iſmael was very much pleasd to 
carry back ſo favourable an Anſwer as 
this into Arabia, where he had a kind 
Reception made him by Almanzor and 
all his Court. The happy iſſue of this 
Embaſly, occaſion'd the Calzph to give 
him the Office of * Algouazz! ; being one 
of the Chief of his State that fell va- 
cant after his Return, and made him at 


the ſame time incur a great deal of 
Envy. 
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_— 

7 CHAP. XX. 

4 : | 

I Adilbar went to inveſt the C ity 

0 of Hiſpalis with his Army, but 
7s conſlrain'd to raiſe the Siege, 

* | andreturnto Cordoua. 

; | 


Hen that General 7arif and 

' the Vice-roy Muca had repaſs'd 
© the Sea, before they began their Voy- 
age, the one into the Eaſt, according 
to Almanzor's orders, and the other in- 
d to the Weſt, to his Palace of Morocco, 
us where his Brother 7ſmael expected him ; 


VC they caus'd Proclamation * to be made <Nond 
ac | throughout all Africa, in the name of ; DIC 
Ca the Emperour their Maſter ; That all cry by 


ak thoſe that were minded to paſs into _ 
rumpet, 


Spain, there to inhabit, needed only to 
repair thither ; and that they ſhould 
have Lands given them to cultivate, 
Houſes to dwell in, with all the con- 
veniences neceſlary to Lite; and great 
Priviledges and Exemptions. Theſe 
P. Promiſes,and the rumour of the Beauty 
L 3 of 
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of the Country', causd a world of 


People to paſs the Sea ; not only Na- 


tural Moors, but Fews of the Hebrew 
Nation, who paſsd it with their Wives 


timethat and Children, and all the Goods they 


the Fews 
came into 


Spain, 


had, to the number off fifty thouſand 
Families, according to the Regiſter th- 
kenof 'em by Arilbar. 

This Vice-roy, by an expreſs order 


he had receiv'd from Almanzor, of re-' 


populating that great Kingdom, which 
he had confided to his Conduct, di- 
tributed with an admirable economy, 
throughout the Kingdom of Spain theſe 
new Spaniards, according as they land- 
ed. TheGovernours, and Subordinate 
Commanders, gave afterwards in the 
Provinces and Cities, to each of thoſe 
Families, Conquerd Lands, proporti- 
onably as they were convenient for 'em 
to live in, whereot he made particular 
Eſtates. And they had all fo great 
an application to this matter; and kept 
ſuch good order, that this great extent 
of Land became in a ſhort ſpace more 
populous, and more cultivated, than it 
had ever been before; and the new 
comers were ſo well accuſtomed with 
the Natives of the Country, that there 


 feem'd not to be any difference among 


£m, 
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em; nor as if any change had there hap- 
pen'd. | 
Adilbar ſeeing ſo numerous a People 
under his ſway, and all the particular 


Governours ſo obedient to his will *, * Muthin, 


thought himſelf in a poſture to make 2? 
ſome attempt for the ſervice of his Ma- 
ſter. He remembred that they had 
not dared to attack Z7iſpalis, by reaſon 
of the Peſtilence that raged there when 
the Generals went away ; and had in- 
formations that the Chri/t;ans flocked. 
thither from all patts, ſince its ceaſing, 
For which reaſon, having aſſembled the 
greateſt number he could of Infantry 
and. Cavalry, and made a Body of 
twelve thouſand Foot, and two thou- 
fand Horſe ; he departed from Cordova, 
after having given all the Direions re- 
quifite, and march'd dire&tly to Ziſpa- 
lisin the head of this Army ; ſmall in- 
deed, but very brave, and provided 


with all things neceſſary *. He ſtraight- * 2s 
Ways ſent a Trumpeter to Summons =; 


"" Wwe 


the Inhabitants to Surrender, promi- pointed, 


fing them all fort of good ufage, as 
Generals of Armies are wont to do in 
ſuch occaſions. 

TheInhabitants, without liſtening to 
tis Promiſes, or being concern'd at his 
L -4 Threats, 
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Threats, made no other anſwer, buy 
that they were reſolvd to defend the 
goodneſs of their Cauſe to the laſt, 


and to be cut all in pieces, rather than 
fall uncer Slavery. 


 _ Aﬀer ſuch an Anſwer, Adzlbar 
thought there was no farther parlying, 
On the morrow morning, he causd a 
moſt furious Aſſault to be made : But as 
the Beſicged were well inform'd of the 
manner with which the Moors had per- 
formd the Sieges of all the other 
Towns of Spain, they had made Pro 
viſion of a world of Poſts of ſeveral 
faſhions, which they fill'd with boyling 
Oyl, Juniper and Turpentine, and threw 
them upon the Beſiegers 3 which burnt 
them alive, and incapacitated them 
from fighting, by reaſon of the vio 
lence ot the pain they ſuffer, 
Adiltar confusd and vexd at the 
damage his men chad receivd from 
the Belcaguer'd, without its being in 
his Power to do them any, causd the 
Retreat to be ſounded, and his Troops 
put into Quarters, to ſee what he had 
todo: He had loſt four hundred men 
in this firſt Aſault, .and plainly per- 
ceiv d, that as often as he employd 
force, there would be nothing to be 


got, 
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ot, Wherefare he imagin'd, that be- 


ing Maſter of the- Field, and having 
Vicuals abundance in his Army, whoſe 
fubſiſtance he could. furniſh to as long 
as he plcasd, in the Neighbourhood 
of that Town, he could ſo well block 
up the Avenues, that it ſhould be con- 
ſtrain'd to Surrender, without . his fo 
much as loſing one man; he refolv'd not 


to decamp thence till he had tamiſh'd it. 

The Beleaguer'd gueſſing that the 
Moors had taken this courſe, ſtnce they 
had remained five and twenty days to- 
gether, without continuing their at- 
tacks; they refolv'd to Sally out upon 
them, when as they leaſt expected it. 
For this purpoſe, without making any 
Buſtle, as could make the Beltegers 
ſuſpe&t their Deſign, they aſſembled 
all their reſolute* men 3; And one Night, *Inj, He- 
Sallying out of one of their Gates, they OS 
fell with much vigour upon Adilhars © 
Camp. 

The Moors defended themſelves with 
great Reſolution, but believing the 
number of their Enemies ſtill greater 
than it was, in the darkneſs that hin- 
der'd them from viewing one another, 
they betook themſelves to flight *, and 
the Chriſtians made a great gn of Rour. 

j LEM. | 
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them. To avoid the inconveniences 
that commonly happen in Engage- 
ments that are perform'd by. Night, 
the -Governour* had order'd all thofe 
that were commanded out upon that 
Sally, to ceaſe fighting, and retire into 
the Town, as ſoon as 'he ſhonld cauſe 
a Horn to be ſounded; whoſe found 
he had causd them to obſerve. Thus 
fearing they might engage too far on 
the purſuit of the Moors, who might 
cut them off, he caus'd it to be ſound- 
ed, when he judg'd it convenient. 

The Chriſtians had much ado to 
reſolve upon quitting the Engagement, 
being very much fleſh'd by the Moors, 
who gave way before them on all ſides, 
and were purſud by them with the 
Sword in their Reins : But at the long 
run, retiring by little and little, in the 
order thathad been preſcribd them, they 
re-entred the Town, where they were 
receiv d with great Applauſes, by the 
Beleaguer'd; 'who causd a world of 
Muſical Inſtruments to be ſounded, in 
token of Joy for fo great a Vidtory. 

The Day being come, the ſlaughter 
the Chriſtians had made appeard to 
Adilbar much greater than he had be- 
liev'd it ; And perceiving the __ 

® 
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of this Town, and the Valour of thoſe 
Ethat defended it, he found it more con- 
venient to raiſe the Siege, than to per- 
iſt any longer obſtinately in an Enter- 
prize, which was more difficalt than he 
had imagind. Whereupon he took 
his: march back to Cordgua ;' and ha- 
ving found his Army diminiſh'd in two 
thouſand Foot, and two hundred 
Horſe, he had loſt in this Siege, he 
ſeparated it, and put it into good 


Quarters in the Country, that it 
mght recover it ſelf. 
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CHAP. - XXL 


Adilbar makes a ſecond Attempt 
pon Hiſpalis, and is as Su 
ceſsleſs as before. 


A Dilbar was diſconſolate at the bad 

event of the firſt Enterprize he 
had made for the Yalid's Service : He 
was aſhamd that the only Town the 
Chriſtians held in Spain, had reſiſted 
him, after Zariff, with ſo little pains, 
had taken all the reſt: He imagind 
all the Moors * murmurd at it, and 


- Murmur, himſelf found that Almanzor could 
Scandal. not effectually call himſelf abſolute 


Maſter of that Country, as long as 
that Town was not under his Obedj- 
ence, | 

Wherefore having ſent for all the Go 
vernours of thoſe Provinces,and confer- 
red with them about the neceſſity, and 
the means for the reducing it ;he began 
to make greater Preparztions than he 
had yet done ; and having aflembled 
fifteen 


dred Horſe, he took the Field in the 


beginning of the Spring *, of the 95h 


Year of the Hegira, and march'd di- 
realy to Hiſpalis; in the Neigh- 
dourhood whereof, he lodg'd all Ji 
Troops. " 

'The tryal he had made in the firſt 
Siege, of the Valour agd Induſtry of 
the Beleaguer'd, which had made him 
break up from thence, without having 
effeted the leaſt, had render'd him 


wiſe; andas he was a»good * Com- 
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fifteen thouſand Foot, and fifteen hun- 


* Fae! 
Arabeh, 


Spring. 


*E[ arbal 


mander, he had causd certain Chariots 


—_ 
ms 


to be made, 'coverd with very + thick for War. 


Boards, that ſo his Souldiers might, as 
under cover, fight ſhelter'd, without 
any inconvenience from the Boyling 
Oyl, and all theother things, that the 
Chriſtians might throw from oft their 
Walls. 


Aſter having begun, by Summoning 


; the Town again to Surrender, and re- 


ceiv'd thence as haughty an Anſwer as 
that he had before, he'caus'd his cover'd 
Chariots to advance, with a multitude 
of Pioneers, ſuſtained by a good 
number of Souldiers, that he had 
pacd underneath ; and having brought 
them near the Courtin, he had it un- 

dermin'd 


1% 0 


_ the Precautions he. could imaging 


*The4rabs Stone-Bows ®, with which they ſhot up 


call them 
AMauſenech. 
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derrhin'd in the Places he: judg'd '& 
be the weakeſt. oft, ſt 

The Beleaguerd ſeeing theſe My 
chines, and dreading the efte& of them 
aſſembled to conſult about the moſt 'pre 
per means to ſecure themſelves from$< 
great a danger. + Their Governoty 
call'd Sarmato, being a Man of Wit 
and Reſolution, let them fee thar ther 
was no occaſion for ther to be alarm 
as they were, and causd them to ſepy 
rate into three Brigades , that ' they 
might the mare eaſily ſuſtain the three 
different Attacks. * "NEE 

Adilbar had not omitted any one of 


againſt all that the Beleaguer'd could 
invent for their defence ; and as he 


had causd to be made a kind of great 


very great Stones, he pointed them to 
the places where they could do moſt 
miſchief; and making 'em . monnt 
upon his Chariots, he caus'd fo great a 
quantity of 'em to be thrown, that 
tew places were there in the City, 
where the Chriftiaus could be in 
lafety. 

Sarmato ſeeing ſo many extraordinary 
means employ'd to attack him, fell =P 


to eat to the contriving ſome- for his 
Defence;and having causd the ſtrongeſt 
My. | of the Inhabitants to aſſemble, wich fit- 
en, tivg Inſtruments for the removing the 
vio. | Barth, he causd Ramparts to be raisd, 
behind and - within the Walls, that 
when even the Moors ſhould have eflte- 
ed the making ſome Breaches therein, 
they might find 'emſtopt with ſo much 
Earth, as that it would be impoſſible 
for them. " enter *em: "This wiſe Go- 


fin a v ih of receiving no damage 
fom all the Inventionsof his Enemies : 
for there was already fo. much Earth 
tehind-the- Wall, that when they had 
broken. it, they. would find they had 
zot nothing by the bargain : Nay, 
id many: had. been-,;cruſh'd to pieces 
iy the great Stones the Chri/tzans roll'd 
pon thoſe Chariots: And as for thoſe 
td Moors causd to be thrown into- the 
Town, as there ſtood Sentinels on the 
top of the Towers, -to give the Signal 
to the Inhabitants to make their eſcape, 
when they ſaw any coming, moſt com- 
monly all their Machines were fruit- 
leſs. 
ary} Adilbar being in Deſpondency at ſo 
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xrmour, by-this Precaution, put him- | 


—_ ——— —  — 
p— —_— 


many 1ll ſucceſles, refolv'd upon giving 
a 
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Fe, 


= general Aſult. While he was prepa: 
ring” all his Forces for that purpoſe, 
and that the Scalirig, Ladders were 
erected on one fide, he causd his Cha- 
riots to take 4 great circuit toward 
the other end of the' Ciry; for the un- 
dermining the Wall at' the fame 
time.  Whereupon, having. 'given 
the Signal for the attack, at break 
of -- day, which he had choſen fot 
that intent, the Befiegers went ' on 
with an extraordinary fury, and” the 


Beſieged Egger it with! great reſo. 


tutiorr, | 
The Moors ini'the mean while, ha- 
ving again chang'd their Chariots, and 


faſtening upon +-part/ of the Wall that 


was weaker than the reſt, made a great 
Breach - by which ſ6me' enterd the 
Town ;\ but S4rmato” repairing in all 
haſt thither, with'a great many Soul 
diers, left them there not long ; and 
having drove then therice, 'caus'd that 
gap to be ſtopt up with a great quanti- 
ty of Earth : Certain it 1s, the Town 
had been taken, had'he delay'd one mo- 
ment longer ; but the Night having 
put an end to. the Conflict, Adzber 
found he had loſt five hundred men, 
whereas the Beficged had loſt but two 
hundred, 
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him take up again the Reſolution he 
took the time before, of ſtopping up 
all the Avenues of the Town, that fo 
the Chriſtians, being preſsd by hunger 
and thirſt, might be conſtrain'd to Sur- 
render. He remain'd there in this man- 
ner forty five days, alter which, Sar- 
mato conſidering that Adiltar might 


hold him block'd up in this manner, 


as much, and as long as he pleas'd, be- 
ing Maſter of the Field, from whence 
he might have all ſorts of Refreſh- 
ments; he reſolvd upon going to at- 
tack him in his Camp, as he had done 
the time belore. 

Wherefore having aſlembled- twelve 
hundred Foot, choice men, and a hun- 
dred Horſe, he causd them to Sally 
out at Mid-night, through a' Poſtern- 
gate of the Town. The Moors having 
ſeen the Chriſtians had been fo long 
without fighting, did not expect this 
ſudden Aſiault at all: By this means 
the Chriſtzans killd a very great num- 
ber of them, and retired in good or- 
der, by *favour of the night. Adilbar 
fearing the like accident to that which 
befell him in the former Siege, ſent 
a part of his Horſe to ſtop the Soul- 
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dicrs that were minded to purſue them; 
inſfomuch, that he found the next day 
that he had loſt four hundred Foot, and 
thirty Horſe, whereas there fell not 
abovea hundred and fifty of the Chriſti 
ans, whom this General causd to be 
Interr'd as well as the Moors, for fear 
| of their .creating an Infection in his 
| | Camp. 
| The Beſjeged - were much fatisfy'd 
with the ſucceſs of this fegond Sally; 
but in a ſhort time after, Adilbar caugd 
a ſecond aflault to be made, which 
was fo furious, that, whatever re- 
ſiſtance they made, the Moors at length 
caind a Courtine. The Governour 
flying thither forthwith with a re-in- 
forcement of Souldiers, perform'd fo 
well, that he at laſt drove the*Moors 
again from their Poſt, and put it into 
' a poſture of Defence. This Con- 
flict laſted from - break of day, till 
* This Three of the Clock in the * Afternoon; 
14 1. WHEN' Adilbar ſeeing his men diſheart- 
cirin 4r&-ned, causd-a Retreat to beſounded, 
tick. todreſs the wounded. He found _—_ 


about a hundred and fifty Chriſtians ; 
but there was a very great number 
wounded ; and among others, one of 

MM 


the Dead three hundred Moors, and 
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his Officers, called FHali Abenzainee, 
which afflicted him very much, and 
whom he caus'd carefully to be dreſsd, 
as well as all the reſt; confirming 
himſelf in the firſt Reſolution the had 
taken, of having the Town by Fa- 
mine. 


«+ The Beſieged fearing to want Vidtu- 


als, that they might precaution them- 
{elves before-hand, with ' the remedies 
neceſſary againſt the miſchief where- 
with they were threatned, had causd 


very deep * Canals to be made, from » y,,;, 
the Weſtern Gate of their Town to a Ditches, 


oreat River, that paſſing very near 
their Walls, falls afterwards into the 
Sea... By the means of theſe Canals, 
they went into the, River with great 
Boats ; and theſe Canajs being Forti- 
tyd all along with good Trenches, 
inſomuch that the Cavalry could not 
do them any miſchief , there came to 
them, from time ro time, Victuals 
from the Mountains of a certain Coun- 
try, call'd Biſcaya : Thele Canals were 


| 4 very great help to the Beſteged ; for 


beſides their having by this means all 
things brought them, the Water of 
the River ſervd them for a thouſand 
CONVENIENCES. 
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Adilbar having not then any Ships 
to hinder the Chriſtians from having 
every, moment all neceſlaries, was very 
much at a loſs, and was loath to re 
ſolve upon raiſing the Siege once again: 
When ngws. was brought him of the 
| revolt of the Governour of Yalence, 
call'd 4bubaher el Handali, and of the 
Inroads he made into the Neighbour. 

ing Provinces of that Kingdom. 
So urgent an evil, and which he fay 
himſelf indiſpenfably oblig'd forthwith 
to remedy, made him preſently raik 
the Siege, and march long days jour- 
neys tos Cordoua; which the Chriſti 
ans of Hiſpalis were very glad of. 
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CHAP, XXIL 


Adilbar goes to Valence, defeats 
the Governour of that Province 


and has him Beheaded. 


FT He great Siege, wherein AZuba- 

her e&l Handali, Governour of 
Valence, faw Adilbar engag'd in, had 
made him hope that he might in that 
time, render himſelf abſolute Maſter 
of that fine Province. In this Deſign, 
having gain'd all the Governours of 
the ſmaller Cities, and all the Martial 
Men under his Authority, he would 
needs caſt off the Yalid's Oath ; and 
having brought. a ſmall Army on Foot, 
he began to make Incurſions into the 
Neighbourhood, that he might by 
force oblige all the People there- 
abouts to obey him as their Soveraign 
Lord. 

Adilbar being inform'd of - theſe 
Tranſactions, as I faid in the foregoing 
Chapter; causd a new Army 10 at- 
ſemble, of ten* thouſand Foot, and 
M 3 Elght 
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eight hundred Horſe; and with 
theſe Forces, croffing the high Moun- 
tains that are on the South, he arrivd 
at the City of Murcia; to whoſe foot 
extends the Government of Falence: 
Abraham Eſcaladari was then Gover- 
nour of the- Place, who being in- 
formd of Adilbar's march againſt Abu- 
baher, had got ready a Magazine of 
Proviſions, to diſtribute them, as he 
did among his Souldiers : And having 
join'd him with ail the men he had, 
they two march'd together toward 
Valence. 

The Rebel ſeeing ſogreat ah Army 
coming againſt him, and -having no 
place of faftety whether to Retire, 
thought it much better to try the for- 
tune of a Battel, and win it, or dye 
like a Man of Courage, than go baſely 
yield himſelf up. Having inſpired 
the ſame reſolution into the minds of 
his Adherents, and diſpos'd them into 
the beſt order he could, as ſoon as 
Adilbar had ſet footing in: his Govern- 
ment, he went to meet him ; and in 
that Battel, did all that could he done 
by a good General, and good Souldier; 
but being art laſt taken, and all his men 
defeated, Adilbar causd his Head to be 
ſtruck 
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ſtruck off, and had it ſet on the top 
of - + Eance, on the Gate of that 
Town, which he gave for Plunder to 
his Souldiers, 

He made a ſtrict ſcrutiny after all 
thoſe that had had. a hand in this Rebel- 
lion, that he might of them accord- 
ingly make an. Exemplary Puniſhment: 
And indeed, many Commanders and 
Captains had the fame Fate with their 
Leader ;; and after having reduc'd that 
Country to its Obedience, and there 
eſtabliſh'd one of his Captains, call'd 
Mahomet Abenbucar, he return'd to 
Cordoua, and diſmiſſed his Troops. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Almanzor gives Tariff a place 
in his Council, and chooſes 
him for his Ambaſſ adom Ex: 
traordinar 5 for the C oncluſi: Is 
on of the Prince his Son 
Match, with the ſing of Thu: 


ns s Daughter. 


\ Lmanzor making refle&tion on the 
great Services renderd him by 
General Z7arif, on all occafions, and 
particularly in the Conqueſt of the 
Kingdom of Spazz ; for the diſcharg- 
ing himſelf of the Obligation he had 
'to him of ſo great an augmentation of 
Empire, and of ſuch vaſt Riches he 
| had thence derivd, had not a more 
' Glorious Recompence to give him, 
than a place among thoſe of his Coun- 
, and who hare in the adminiſtra- 


- Quilalri- tion of all his Kingdoms; for which 
aca, 1\1- 
niſter of 
vtate. 


account he put him into that number, 
and 
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and nominated him .Ambaſſadour Ex- 
traordinary, to goconclude the Princes 


Match, and tetch away the Prin- 
cels of Thunis. He causd a Fleet of 
forty Ships to be fitted out for that 
purpoſe , with all the Magnificence 
requiſite for ſo ſolemn an Embaſly, and 
which was undertaken for fo agree- 
able an end. Zariff being embark'd' 
with a world of Covurtiers, and a good 
number - of Souldiers, arriv'd fate at 
Thunis, where he was receiv'd and en- 
tertain'd with ail his People, as well 
as heart could wiſh ; and after having 
made a_ very ſhort abode there, he 
went on Board his Ships again, with 
the Princeſs. Omalahaire, and all her 
Train, and - return'd into the Levant 
with a very fair wind. 

The 1rfania being arrivd in Arab:a, 
the Nuptials were Celebrated with 
great Pomp ; and there were Turna- 
ments, Tilting, and all the other mer- 
riments that are wont to attend thoſe 
ſort of Feſtivals. 

Almanzsr \ceing his Son Marry d, 
and. finding him at an age to govern 
his State himſelf, thought it to be now 
time to Execute a deſign he had long 
meditated, of diſcharging himſelf Ae 
enat 
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l\| that heavy burden, he had for ſo ma: 
1 ny years born upon his Head ; finding 
| alſo that his Old Age, causd him by 

little and little,to ſink under the weight 

of it : For which reaſon, ſeeing him- | ( 
elf worn out, and attack'd with ma- 

ny Infirmities, he. reſolv'd upon devol- 

ving it upon that of his Son, that fo | 

he might retire into a Houſe of Pleaſure, Þ 

he had causd to be built in a Moun- 

tain, where he had very pleaſant Gar- 

dens, very thick Woods, and excel- 

lent Waters. Whereupon having causd 

the States to aſſemble, where it was his 

Pleaſure to have all the Governours 

of the Provinces - preſent, he impart- 

ed to them the Dimifſion he meant to 

make of the Empire, in favour of his 

Son; and at the ſame time, caus'd the 

-- Wi Letters Patents tobe exped- 
ted. 


by the Moors. 167 
Letters Patents, 


Of Almanzors Demiflion in 
fayour of his Son. 


Praiſe and Glory be given to that 
Great God, the Creator of all 
things, Amen. 


7 E moſt Fligh, the moſt Noble, Luna anis 

the moſt Dread Lord and Empe- —_— wn 
rour of the Arabs, Valid Almanzor z that figni- 
Vicar of God, and Proteftor of his Law, .conget of 
Son of the moſt Noble, and moſt Honour d the Ser- 
Lord, and Martial; Warrjour, Caliph, vants of 


and Emperour of the Arabs ; Father of "rel boy 


J Thninacer, 
the Servants of God, and exalter of his intimating 


Law, Abdulmelech, Sou of Yiftory, *xSon 
Conſidering the Neceſſity we are reduc'd xy. 

to, by the Infirmities wath which it hath 

pleaſed God, our Severaign Lord, to viſit 

"us ; and the decrepit Age wherewith Na- , ;. 

ture 7s wont to over-whelm all men in the or- Regale. 

der of times ; which occaſions our being not 

ſtrong enough to govern ſo great an Empire, 

as we have done in time paſt:for the ſettle= 

ment 


* Dahir, 


172 The Conqneſt of Spain 
ment of our Crown, the Peace and Tran- 
quillity of the State, and the greateſt 


« Patents. 


Good and tility of our Subjetts ; and to 
hinder the Diſſentions and Diſcords that 
commonly happen after the Death of 
Kinzs, which are wont to overturn the 
beſt eftabliſhd Empires; and for other 
Con/iderations, us thereunto moving ; we 
have thought convenient to Renounce, 
Gran! and Tranſport, by theſe Preſents *, 
ail the Soveraign Authority that we have, 
with the Scepter and Crown we bear, in 


ſuch manner as it appertains"to us, in 


Quality of Caliph, Abſolute and Sove- 
raign Lord, without acknowledging any 
Perſon living for Superioar in Temporals ; 
to our Well Beloved, and Obedient Son, 
the Wiſe, Virtuous, and accompliſhd 
Aboulvalid Abenacer, oxr eldeſt Son, 
Lawful Feir, and neareft Succeſſour ; on 
whom may God beſtow the Wiſdom neceſſa- 
ry for the Governing all his Kingdoms, in 
ſuch manner, as that all his Subjefts may 
enjoy a continual Peace and Tranguillity, 
by reſerving to'us the dirett Siegnenry, in 
caſe of Death, or failure of Succeſſion, or 
any other ſuch like misfortune, or diſgrace; 
which we pray God net to ſuffer to make 
way for our returning to the Throne , 
to which we no longer pretend any Right. 
For 
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For which reaſon, We fignifie and order 
to our wel-beloved Son, and Lawful Heir 
and Succeſſor in the ſecond »Degree, the 
Prince Abraham Amcari, and to all thoſe 


of our Council of State and of War, and 


to all the Governours, Cadis, Generals and 
Captains ; and to all, and as many as there 
are of our Officers and Sibjetls, of what 
Qaality and Condition ſoever they be, to 
hold and Honour, as Emperoar of all theſe 
Kingdoms, our ſaid Sos Aboulvalid Abe- 
nacer ; aud in that Quality, make Oath 
of Allegrance and Fidelity to him,, as 
from this preſent we mean to make to him 
our ſelves, acknowledging him for King, 
and giving him all the Power we have 
hitherto had, according to the *Laws, 
commanding expreſly all our Subjetts * to * atumyid, 
obey his Commands, and Execute all his People. 
Orders, as if they were iſſued out by us, 
on pain not only of our Maledittion, but 
of that of God, of his anger, as they 
muſt needs all incur that want Fidelity to 
their King ; and for a token of the effettu- 
al Poſſeſſion of all that is contain'd in 
theſe Preſents, we mean to put them our 
ſelves into his hand, in the preſence of all 
the Governours and Subjefts, aſſembled in 
our Palace for that purpoſe, For ſuch is our 
Expreſs determinate Will and Pleaſare ; 
| to 
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to which end, we have our ſelves fraud 
theſe Preſents with our hand, and have 
caus'd our Great Seal to be put there- 
70. 


| x In our Palace of Corbal, in Arabia 
* Begin- Felix *, the 3d. of the Moon de 


f - 
23, Sui P, aguel, IN the Year 95. 
of Offober, 
in the 


year 716 By the means of this Renunciation, 


of our Aboulvalid Abenacer being acknow- 
Lord, Jedgd and Crown'd King, his Father 
Almanzor took a choſen number of his 

moſt Faithful and moſt Ancient Dome 

ſticks, to attend and ſerve him in the 

Place he had reſolv'd upon making his 


Retreat, leaving his Youngeſt Son 
Abraham Amcari, with the King, his 
Eldeſt; and no ſooner was he arrivd 
in that Solitude, but that his Infirmi- 
ties daily augmenting, he fell into an 
ill Diſtemper, which laſted upon him 
till Death, which, in ſhort, fell out in 

a little time after. | 
Abraham had a haughty Spirit, and 
and mmenſe Ambition ; the Calph be- 
ing very jealous of him, and uneaſie on 
his ſcore, that he might deprive him of 
the means of fomenting Cabals againſt 
him, fent him into Stony Arab:a, which 
is 
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1s a Country of very ſmall extent ; and 
where he could not find wherewithal to 


do him any great miſchief. 
About that timme the Governour of 


Damas, Abenbukar by name, who all 


his life long had had roving and Chi- 
merical thoughts, imagin'd that 4/man- 
wor being no longer in the World, he 
might attempt all with impunity. He - 
thought of no leſs than of diſpoſſeſling 
Aboutvalid; 'and' of placing himſelf in 
his ſtead; and had aſſembled a great 
Army, with which he ravag'd all the 
Provinces bordering upon his Govern» 


ment. The Caliph was alſo oblig'd 


on his ſide to take the Field, to bring 

him ' to his. Duty ; when that Prince 
Abraham Amcari, who was continually: 

eaw'd with the luſt of Reigning, and 
omitting nothing he jadg'd uſeful to 

his Deſigns *, found it to be' the molt * 414uger, 
propitious juncture he could wiſh, for !o!t no 


the manifeſting them to the World, = 


Whereupon he on his fide afſembled the 

moſt Horſe and Foot that was poflible 

for him ; and after having paſsd the 

Defarts of Arabia ®, he march'd direRt- « 11utur, 
ly to Court with all his forces, making Sandy 
ſemblance of coming to his Brothers Moua- 
affiſtance againſt Abenbukar the Rebel. © © 
And 
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* Tmala, 
to win 
hearts. 


And accordingly he met with a kind 
welcome at fir{t; but having all on the 
ſudden changed face, and having ſeiz'q 
on the Caſtle, and the beſt Gates of the 
City, about midnight he ſent to ſeize 
on the principal perſons of the Court, 
as well Officers as people of Service, 
whom he thought Loyal to his Brother, 
and had 'em all beheaded. This fo in- 
timidated all the reſt, that either out 
of the fear they had of him,or by reaſon 
of the little affection they bere the 
King, and the eſteem they had for this 
Prince, whom they ſaw to be brave and 
generous, and love War *, they were 
eaſily inclin'd to acknowledge him for 
their King ; nay, and there was fo great 
a concourſe of People at his Coronati- 
on, that meaning to improve that firſt 
heat he faw them in, and not thinking 
it convenient to let it cool again, he 
took the Field with all thoſe that fuf- 
ferd themſelves. to eſpouſe his Party, 


His Brother Aboulvalid was gone at the 


head of his Forces againſt- Abenbukar; 
wherefore he thought he could eafily 
pen him up, between his own Army, 
and that of that Rebel. And after ha- 
ving left at Court a Captain, a Creature 
of his, call'd Xaira Alxadali, in a; 
c 


F 


_ by the Moors. 177 
he put entire confidence, . he march'd 
direaly to his Brother with all his 
Troops 3 which he found to make up 
twenty thouſand Foot, and fifteen 
hundred Horſe. | 

The King -was ſo ſurpriz'd at this | 
News *, that he was ready to run mad ; 7 
and to ſee if he could apply ſome re- Ne. 
medy to ſo great and un-foreſeen an 
Evil, he quitted the deſign of redu- 
cing Abenbukar, to return with'all ex- 
pedition to meet his Brother. 
| The two Armies being in ſight of 
one another, Aboulvalid ſent a man 
on purpoſe to Abraham, to divert him 
from ſo unjuſt and unreaſonable an 
Enterprize ; and repreſenting to him 
that he was going to be the occaſion of 
the Death of an infinite number of 
men, which could be only imputed to 
him alone ; but that if he would deſiſt 
from his deſign, he promisd him in 
the word of a King, to forget «ll that 
was paſs'd, and to receive him as his 
Friend and Brother *®. Abraham made ,.,. 
no other anſwer to this, but that he obedience,” 
was not come thither to be reconcild, protecti- | 
but to fight ; that he ſtood in no need g,z,. © 
of the friendſhip he ofter'd him, but of 
the Crown he had upon his Head ; 

N that 
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as well as he; that he had ohly to pre 
pare to defend himſelf, and” that their 
Rights being at the point of their 
Swords, they would that - day decide 
which of the two had the beſt, giving 
the Kingdom to him that ſhould gain 
th2 Vidtory. «by 
Having in this manner fent back 
Atoulvalid's mediator, and having 
threatned to have him hang, if he 
2ine 2gain to importune him with fuch 
Itce barrangues. The Caliph with grief 
fzw bimfelf obligd to give Battel ; bat 
at laſt, having marſhail'd all his Ar- 
my in Battalia, it began with ſome 
{quadrons of Horſe of both ſides, who 
were a long while mingled with one 
another, before any judgment could 
be paſsd which of the two had the 
advantage: And this Skirmiſh that 
Jaſted above half the. day, without 
any great lofs on either ſide, plainly 


ly of good men, that knew admirably 
well oth to attack and deiend. 
On the morrow, the tweltth of the 
*Inthe Moon Dulquehala ®, in the Year 96, 
month of the Battel was renew'd, and prov 


Decemher, ; . : 
in the year {Lill more bloody for both Parties 3 for 


— it 


that he was: Almanzors Sen and Heit 


thew's the Cavalry to be compos'd on- 
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| it laſted from Mornng till Noon, with- 


out ones being able to judge on which 
fide the Victory leand : But at length, 
Aboulvalig's people beginning to buckle, 
and thoſe of 'Abraham to break in up- 
on them on all fides, Aboulmalid fears 
ing to - fall into his Brothers hands, 


mage his eſcape out of the hotteſt of 


the Engagement, upon a very fleet Horſe, 


after having made a fign to ſome oft 


his people to follow him. The Kings 
Retreat utterly diſhearten'd all his men, 
who were immediately after eafily put 
* to flight. 

The Prince purſu'd them at their 
heels; and after having kilf'd a very 
great number of them, he return'd to 
give the neceſſary orders for all Occur- 
rences, and then return againſt Aben- 


bukar, while that Aboulvalid was with- 


drawn into the Kingdom of Thunis, 
where he was kindly receiv'd by his 
Father-1n-Law, who knowing the miſ- 
fortune that was befallen him, through 
the perfidy and wickedneſs of his Bro- 
ther, comforted him the beſt he could, 
and promisd to afliſt him in his re- 
venge. 
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rout., 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Abraham Amcary goes to fight 
 Abenbukar; defeats him, and 
has him beheaded. 


| Ao being puft up with the 
winning of this Battel, and over- 
Joy'd to ſee that all rhe paces he made, 
conduded him upon the Throne, 
without any ſtop, he march'ddiredtly 
ro Court; where having conven'd the 
Eſtates, to confirm the Government 
he meant to eſtabliſh, he causd them 
there to take a new Oath of Allegi- 
ance to him, by which, all that he had 
not been able to get approv'd of, but 
by ſome , before his going to fight his 
Brother, was confirm'd and ratify'd 
by all the reſt: And thus was he 
own'd and declard by a common con- 
ſent, Emperour of all Almamnzors 
Realms, as his Lawful Heir, 
Then having made ſuch Regalati- 
ons as he pleas'd, and beſtow'd great 
Bounties 
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Bounties on all his Creatures , with- 
out loſing time, he took the Field with 
fifteen thouſand Foot, and fifteen hun- 
dred Horſe, to go to Damaſcus. 

Abenbakar, being fully inform'd of 
all theſe Tranſations, came to meet 
him wita an Army of twenty thou- 
fand Foot, and two thouſand Horſe, 
infemuch, that they were not long 
without coming to blows. Abraham 
would needs, before he gave the Signal 
for Battel, do as lawful Kings do to 
Rebels ; and ſent to tell him, That as 
he had not any Right to the Crown, 
he could nor believe he would perſiſt 
in his bad deſigns, or that he would be 
wanting in his Allegiance to his Prince; 
wherefore he offer'd to Pardon him all 
that had paſg'd, if he would but return 
to his Duty. 

Abenbukar having caus'd the Princes 
Envoy to come into his preſence,would 
not go about to excuſe himſelf with 
ſorry reaſons, as do all 'Traytors that 
can never have any that are good ; 
but anſwer'd him ſharply, and like a 
gallant man, That between two Tray- 
tors, and two Difloyaliſts, as they both 
were, he had only the hand of him : 
but that - Abraham had cemmitted a 
N 3 mrauch 
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much greater infidelity in diſpoſſeſfing . 
his Brother Aboatvalid, boa grmog 
Lawful King, according to the diſpo- 
ſition of his Father, and that of Narure, 
than he, in withdrawing himſelf from 
his obedience, with all the Province of 


which he was Governour, ſeeing 
*xazarem, his people oppreſs'd with impoſitions *, 
Subſidies. 1nd very ſevere 
valid. 

That he had learnt -that to ſtate 
things aright, Nature caus'd no body 
to be born upon a Throne ; that all the 
Kings of the Earth were Tyrants ; that 
the Scepter belong'd to him to whom 
God had given the ſtrength tobear it; 
and the Soveraign Authority to him 
that had Wiſdom and Ability ſufficient 
to govern the people ; and that as all 
Created things had their beginning, and 
their end, Monarchies were not ex- 
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all 


ly usd by King About 


from this general viciſiitude; 


that thus there was no need of reaſon- 
ing any farther. 

Abraham being extremely provok'd 
at ſo haughty and ſo infolent an Afi» 
ſwer, would no longer deſer giving 
Battel, contrary to the advice of moſt 
of his Officers, who counſell'd him to 
{tay the ConjunAtion of all his Fo 


rces, 
that 
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that were not yet arriv'd, Abubenkar's 
Army being much ſtronger than his, 
and all his Troops appearing mnc:t 
more ſprightful ; but they could not 
. prevail with him to change the reſolu- 
tion he had taken. 

Some of the Cavalry that were de- 
tach'd on both fides, having began the 
Skirmiſh, they quickly eng2g'd in a 
general Battel, that was very obſti- 
nately fought, and very bloody, :4bcx- 
bukar being skill'd in all the ſtratagems 
of War, had plac'd his beſt Officer in 
Ambuſcade behind a Hill, with five 
byndred choſen Horſe, that had order 
aot to appear till the Battel was far en- 
gag'd, and then to attack the Princes 
men in the Rear ; and this occafiond 
Abenbukars winning the Battel: For 
this Captain, bolting juſt in the nick 
from his Ambuſcade, put all Abraham's 
Forces into ſuch great diſorder, that 
this Prince ſeeing himſelf pennd up on 
all fides, threw himſelf from off his 
Horſe, and fo fled ore the Mountains, 
that he might get again into Arabia. = 

Abenbukar being Maſter of the Ficld 
of Battel, returnd to Damaſcus, loaded 
with Honour, and the Spoils of 46r4- 
ham's Camp he had plunder'd ; and ex- 

N 4 pecting 
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peCting to have ſuddenly another Ars 
my upon his back, he did not diſmiſs 
his, but put it only into goed Quar- 
ters in that Country. 
Abraham, at his return, having met 
with a very cool reception from the 
Arabians, it ſpighted him extremely, 
and gave him great confuſion. Where: 
fore having again conven'd the Gover- 
nours and Commanders that were un- 
der his ſway, he gave them to under- 
ſtand that he was refolv'd not to ſuffer 
Abenbukar to glory long in his ViRto- 
ry ; and commanded them to make 
ready to take the Field in fifty days 
ſpace, with all the Forces they had un- 
der . their charge. They ſo very 
 punctually executed this order, that at 
the day appointed, he found himſelf at 
the head of an Army of forty thouſand 
Foot,” and five thouſand Horſe ; with 
which he march'd again for Syria. 
Abenbukar had not ſlept on his fide; 
and knowing the great preparations 
that were making againſt him, causd 
Proclamation to be made throughout 
all the neighbouring Countries, of 
large pay, and great Rewards, for all 
_ thoſe that would come into his ſervice, 
and bring him Troops; By this — 
e 
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' he fram'd a body of thirty thouſand 


Foot, and three thouſand Horſe; and 
with theſe Forces ſtaid Prince Abra- 
hams coming, up, who without entring 
into any parleys, as he had done the 
time betere, as ſoon as he came in fight 
of Abenbukars Army,he march'd direQ- 
ly upon him, to engage him in the 
Battel, that was very bloody on both 
ſides. But at laſt, Abenbukars Troops 
being defeated, he was taken generouſly 
fighting, and brought to Abraham, 
who, without ſaying a word to him, 
in the rage he was in, and without 
giving him time to ſpeak, or the Execu- 
tioner to come, he cut his Throat 
with his own hands, ſtriking him ſo 
furious a blow with his Scimitar up- 
on the nape of his Neck, that he cut 
off his Head, which he caus'd to be 
put on the top of a Pike, on the Gate 
of Damaſcus. He was not fatisiy'd 
with having himſelf perform'd the 
Execution, for having caus'd him to 
be fleed, he commanded the placing 
upon that ſame Gate that Wretches 
Skin, which he had caus'd to be fill'd 
with ſtraw ; and the like uſage did 
all thoſe meet with that had had a 
hand in this Rebellion. At length, 


being 
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being grown weary of putting people 
to Death, and believing that Province 
abſolutely reducd, and ſufficiently 
chaſtiz'd, he left there as Governour, 
a Captain, in whom he had great con- 
fidence, call'd' Abencirix, andwreturn'd 
to recreate himſelf at Court, where he 
was receiv'd by his Partizans with great 
Huzzahs, and mighty Exultation. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


King Aboulvalid aſſembles a 
great Army in Atrica, and. 
marches againft his Brother 
Abraham, gives him Battel, 
wherein his Brother is kill d. 
5 G Aboulvalid being retir'd to 
Thunis, as I have before obſerv'd, 
labour d under great anxiety to ſee him- 
ſelf drove out of his Kingdom by his 
own ' Brother, and employ'd his 
thoughts wholly upon the means of 
being reveng'd. Mahomet Gilhair was 
no leſs concernd than this Unhappy 
Prince, conſidering him not barely as 
his Son-in-law, but as his own Son. 
Wherefore having refolv'd on aſliſting 
him with all his might, he made 
great Levies thoughout the whole ex- 
tent of his Kingdom, gave Commitli- 
ons to all the principal Perſons of his 


Court and Country, and fitted out a 


great Naval Army, which he had 
ſtor'd 
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ttor'd with all the Proviſions neceſſary 
for a great Embarkment. 

Aboulvalid did not forget himſelf on 
his ſide, and well perceiving there was 
no man that could aſfiſt him more 
ſtrongly in his occaſions. than Maca, 
Vice-roy of Morocco, and of all the 
African Provinces ; he ſent a man on 
purpoſe to him in a Felucca, with this 
Letter. 


King Aboulvalid's Letter, 
Muca, Vice-roy of Morocco 
and Africa. 


Praiſe be to God, Amen. 


FT E Great and Warlike Empe- 
rour of the Arabs, of the high 


Lineage of Motaleb 3 Vicar of God, and 


Defender of his Law; _ Aboulvalid 
Abenacer 3 Son of the moſt High and 
moſt Dread Caliph, and Emperour of 
the Arabs, Valid Almanzor: To the 
Valiant Captain, Virtuous and Accom- 
pliſh'd Knight ; Trufty and Loyal Serwant 
of our Royal Crown, Muca, our Yice-roy 
in Airica, Greetivg, Abenbukar Ge- 
. Vernour 
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vernour of Damaſcus, meaning to with- 
draw himſelf from his Allegiance to Vs, 
and we having taken the Field with ay 
Army to chaſtize him, Prince Abraham 
our Brother, taking that occaſion to exe- 
cute the defign he long had had of trou- 
bling the State, and having had the bold- 
neſs to take up Arms againſt Ts, to the 
great dammage of our Subjeits, and to 
the great contempt of the Obedience to 
7s owning; for which, according to all 
Laws of Fuſtice, he merits Death as wel 
as Abenbukar ; and for the. procuring his 
puniſhment, and preventing the. misfor- 
tunes that bis Rebellion may produce, 
you are order d, That as foon as you ſhall 
have receivd this Letter, to cauſe to 
aſſemble, with all poſſible diligence, the 
greateſt number of Troops poſſible, in the 
extent of our Kingdom of Africa, and 
that you cauſe them to embark with all 
the Provifions neceſſary, nay, and with 
all the Gold and Silver that is found in 
Our Treaſury of Morocco, all which to 
be ſent Vs to'Thunis, where we are at 
preſent ; further conjuring Tou, if Tou 
have any one in whom Tou have ſufficient 
confidence, as to truſt with him the care 
of your Government, to come your ſelf in 
Perſon at the head of your Army, to 
erve 
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ſerve Vs in ſo urgent aw occaſion, and to 
provide for all things according to your 
wonted prudence, wherein We have an 
entire confidence. 


*In Fem- From 7hunis, the * 14h.of the Moon 
ary 718. of Mahatran, the Year 97. 


Muca having with great reſpect re- 


ceiv'd the King his Maſters Letter, in 
a ſhort time aſſembled an Army of 
thirty thouſand Foot, and having got 
together all forts of Ammunition, and 
fitted out a mighty Fleet, heembark'd 
in it himſelf, with the Royal Treaſure he 
had in his keeping, finding that it 
could not be better employ'd than for 
ſo good an occaſion, for which it was 
undoubtedly reſerv'd : Nay, he thought 
himſelf oblig'd toquit all rhings, to fig- 
* x-114þ, DAallze his Zeal and Fidelity in his Ma- 
King and ſters * ſervice, and contribute thereto, 
Lord. not only with his Cares, but with his 
Perſon. In his room in Africa he left a 
very brave Man, and in whom he had 
_ great Confidence, call'd Alicunicy, a 
Native of Stony Arabia , and arriv'd 
fafe at Thunis with all his Army, at the 
cnd of the Moon of Rabeh, on the 2 of 

that ſame year 97 of the Hegzra. 
There 


fo 
ow 
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There he found King Abonlvalid em- 
ploy'd in Shipping the Troops he had 
got together in thoſe parts ; who em- 
brac'd him very affeQtionately, and ca- 
reſs'd him toa high degree. This Prince 
had already nominated 7ariff Abenzzet, 
who had atchiev'd the Conqueſt of the 
Kingdom of Spazn, in his Fathers Life- 
time, Generaliſſmoof all his Forces, and 
had caſt his Eyes upon him, as upon 
the greateſt, and moſt lucky Captain 
of thoſe times. 

Theſe two great Armies having been 
a long while in embarking, the King 
put at length to Sea, and with as fair 
a Wind as he could wiſh, in a few days 
time he arrivd in Arabia; where ha- 
ving made a Review of all his Troops, 
his Army was found to be ſixty five 
thouſand Foot, and five thouſand 
Horſe, which gave him a great deal of 
Joy. 
All the People of that Coaſt, ſeeing 
ſo numerous and ſo flouriſhing an Ar- 
my, far from oppoſing his Deſcent, 
"Md themſelves immediately for 

im. 

In the mean while, Prince Abraham 
knowing all his Brothers Preparations, 
didnot{lceponhis fide. Hehad aſſembled 
all 
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all the Chiefs *® of the Arabiavs.and after 


* Muſt 


ami, 
States. 
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having given 'em notice of the ftorm 
wherewith they were threatned, and 
having made them apprehend that they 
were to expect little leſs than to be 
ſtrangled, if Aboulvalid ever re-mount- 


ed upon the Throne ; and that it was | 


much better to dye in the Bed of Ho- 
nour, than upon a Scaffold, as he was 
reſolv'd to do, to ſhew 'em the way. 
They were all ſo ſenſibly perſwaded by 
his Arguments, that in their own De- 
fence, they made up a very conſidera- 
ble Army, that was found to be ſixty 
thouſand men, got truly in the beſt 
manner they could together. 
Abrakam having made no difficulty 
to go meet his Brother with his Forces, 
the Battel was fought in the Plain of 
Cahar, on the 3 of the Moon Dulquihi- 
da*, in the year 97. It laſted from 
Sun riſing to its ſetting. Abraham then 
perform'd all that could be done by a 
great General, and a good Souldier: 
But ſeeing his Army in Diſorder, he 
threw himſelf into the hotteſt of the 
Engagement, where he was kill d with 
his Sword in his hand. 
Aboutvalid did much lament his not 
having been able to take him We ; ad 
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doubtleſs, as he had ever had a kind- 


neſs for him, maugre all the miſchief 


he had done him, he would have given 


him his life, and would have been 


contented with continuing him in a 
perpetual impriſonment. Wherefore 
having causd his Body to be put into 
a Coffin, he purſu'd his way towards 
Carbal, whence the Queen his Wite 
was coming to meet him ; tho ſhe had 
ever been kept as g Priſoner, the Prince 
had ever had her very civilly treated : 
Aboulvalid was mighty joyful to ſee 
her again, but could not forbear ex- 
preſſing much grief for Abraham's 
death; he causd the whole Court to 


put on * mourning, and affiſted at his * iſ, 


Funeral, which he causd to be per- + pie 


form'd with great Pomp ; nay, he was 
{cen to ſhed tears in that occaſion ; but 
he had not the ſame mildneſs and cle- 
mency for all the Officers that ſided 
with his Brother ; he put a great num- 
ber of them to Death, and ſet himſelf 
to retrieve his Authority, and ſet 
matters again to rights throughout the 
whole Empire. 

General 7ariff receivd 4 wound in - 
his Right Arm in the Battel, which he 
had negleQted at firſt, by not refrain- 
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ing to mount on Horſeback, after his 

uſual manner ; but through the little 
care he took of it, and through the 

toyl and drudgery of marching, his 

Arm ſwell'd in fuch manner as to gan- 

gre; and ſo in a few days time ſent 

him out of the world. 

Aboulvalid was much griev'd at the 
loſs of ſo great a General, and to ſhew 
the eſteem he had for him, he causd 

* him to be Interrd with great magni- 
ficency, and had the fame honours 
paid him, as had been paid to the 
Perſon of his Brother. And I can 

/ certainly fay one thing of him that is 
ſomewhat ſingular, that his Valour 
was accompany d with ſuch great For- 
tune in War, that he never undertook 
any enterprize but what he ſped in to 
his honour. 

This Prince, after having puniſh'd,as I 
have faid, thoſe that were revolted a- 
gainſt him, began with recompencing 
thoſe that had 1ſerv'd him ſouſetully in 
that War, by diſtributing among them 
the Governments, Lieutenancies, and 
Employs, inſomuch, that they were all 
fatisfy'd with the returns he made to 
their Services ; and then, ſet his thoughts 

upon enjoying amid Pleaſure, the repoſe 
that had coſt him ſo dear. CHAP. 


- kr, A Fad A AI amo 


a SD WO WW can =” UW. wv» 


by the Moors. 


CHAP. XXVL 


Adilbar, Vice-roy of Spain, leads 
his Army into Biſcaya, againſt 
_ Pelagius, and thence returns 
without doing ought. 


Dilbar having ſped fo ill in the 

Siege of Hiſpalis, he had receiv'd 
order from King Aboulvalid his Maſter, 
to go the ſooneſt he could, to make 
the Conqueſt of thoſe Mountains, - 
where Pelage had made his Retrear, 
and where an infinite number of Chriſt- 
ans were-gone to find him, from all the 
corners of Spain, to favethemſelves, 
with their Wives and Children, from 
the fury of the Moors. 

Whereupon, he ſent a Renegado-ſpy, 
to examine the ſtrength of thoſe Places 
where this Prince lurk'd, and to en- 
quire into the number of the Souldiers 
he had with him, and: the world 
of People that had there taken re- 
fuge. | 
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The Renegado being entred into 
the Country, pretended . to make his 
eſcape as well as the other Chriſtzans, 
from the Perfecution of the Moors, and 
over-ran all the Mountains of Bzſcaya, 
where he molt carefully obſerv'd all he 
ſaw, in purſuance of the orders he had 
receiv'd from As{;/bar : But when upon 
his departure thence again, he was 
brought before Pelage, by the Guards he 
had plac'dupon theFrontiers,having been 
taken for a ſpy-as he really was; Pelage 
ask'd him a Thouſand Queſtions, but 
as he was cunning anda crafty, he an» 
ſwerd very pertinently, and without 
being at a loſs: Pelage nevertheleſs 
was not willing to let him go, and 
kept him ſome days in Priſon ; but at 
length, finding nothing againſt him 
but a weak ſuſpicion, with which his 
Imagination had been poſleſsd, he ſet 
him at liberty. . 

After this, the Renegado took his 
time ſo well, that he found the means 
to get again to Cordoua, where he de- 
liver d Adzi/bar an account of all that 
had befaln him, and of all he had 
ſeen ; aſſuring him, that it was no dif- 
ficult matter to force the paſs of thoſe 
Mountains, that were guarded only 


by 
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by a ſmall handful of men, of little 
| —_— | 
Adilbar being incourag'd by this 
Relation, reſolv'd upon undertaking 
the War againſt Pelage, well perceiving 
that if he had once reduc'd the Chri/t;- 
ans of that Canton, H!iſpalis would 
no longer put him in pain, the ſuccours 
thatTown had receiv'd from B:ſcaya,ha- 
ving occaſiond it's not being ſurrendred. 
Wherefore he prepar'd ſuddenly to be- 
ſiege it, as not believing thoſe Moun- 
tainers could reſiſt him long ; and 
flattering himſelf with the hopes of ren- 
dring Aboulvalid the abſolute Maſter 
of all Spain, as far as the Pyreneax 
Mountains, that ſeparate it from Fraxce. 

For this purpoſe he aſſembled twelve 
thouſand Foot, and would not take any 
Horſe along, as not believing they 
could be uſetul to him in fo rocky a 
Country *. 


159/ 


With this ſmall Army, * 6444, 


composg'd of choice men, he advanc'd Country 


as far as the place by the Spanzards ot 


call'd the Term of War. 

Pelage having, notice of his march, 
conven'd the Principal Perſons of the 
Cantons of Biſcaya, to concert with 
them the means of oppoſing him ; 


and their unanimous opinion was, to 
h W-2 thinks 


Rocks. 
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think of defending the Entrance of the 
Mountains, which was very difficult ; 
this was alſo the ſentiment of Pelage ; 
ſo as that having placd five hundred 
choſen men, and well arm'd in Ambuſ- 
cade in a great Quarry or Den, that 
is under a ſteep Rock, *Pelage placd 
himſelf a little higher with fifteen hun- 
dred men, being all he could afſem- 
ble. 

The Moors going about to mount, 
to get to that Mountains oP, Pelage 
charg'd them with the {mall Forces he 
had, but had quickly been overcome, 
had not the five hundred men that were 
hid in that Cavern, as I newly hinted, 
appeared in the nick behind the Ene- 
mies, put them into - diforder, kill'd a 
great number of them, and put all the 
relt to flight. 

That day Adilbar by computation 
loſt a thouſand men, beſides the great 
number of thoſe that were dangerouſly 
Wounded ; whereas the Chriſtzans loſt 
but tour hundred. 

Pelage Retreated forthwith, with all 
his Men, into the hallow of thoſe 
Mountains, to defend the Entrance of 
' them, well knowing this to be the mgſt 
important of all ; inſomuch, that by a6 
ear 
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bar inrag'd at the loſs he had newly 


undergone; all the faults of which he 
reflected upon- the Chri/t;a» Renegado, 
who had deceiv'd hint ; he ſent him to 
the Gallows. 
Afﬀter having well examin'd the dif- 
ficulty there was in forcing ſuch nar- 
row and ſteep Paſſages, he found his 


continuing any longer in that Country, 


would be only the loſing of time and 
men, and refolv'd to put off this Ente:- 
prize till another time, when as he 
might find an entrance more eafie to 
force, than that from whence he had 
been newly repuls'd. Wherefore with- 
out ſtaying there much longer, he re- 
turn'd into Andaloyfia, where he dit- 
miſs'd his Army, and ſet his thoughts 
wholly upon Regulating and Policying 


that Kingdom, while Pel/age and his - 


People bleſs'd God for fo favourable a 
ſucceſs, and were confirmed in their 
opinian of thoſe Mountains, being 
made in due manner for the putting a 
ſtop to the Conqueſts of the Moors, 
and ſerve for an Azy/am and Retreat 
to the Chriſtians ; wheretore they us'd 
their utmoſt endeavours to fortity them 
to the beſt advantage. 


O 4 
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CHAP. XXVI. 
Of the Death of the King of Thu- 


nis, and of the great Wars 
Aboulyalid was oblig d to nake 
to render himſelf Miſter of that 
Kingdom. 


\HE joy King Aboulvalid had 

for the victory he had gaind over 
his Brother Abraham, was quickly rut- 
' fled by the news he receiv'd in a little 
ſpaceafter, of the Death of his Father- 
in-law, Mahomet Gilhair. He left no 
other Children fave Queen Ombalar, 
wherefore he refolvd to ſend out of 
hand to take poſſeſſion of ſo fine an In- 
heritance, for fear that if he deferrd 
any longer, ſome change might hap- 
pen, as commonly does in ſuch occafj- 
ons: ſor ſo ſolemn an Embaſly, he 
choſe one of his favourites, call'd Abul- 
cacim Aben Marchan, who departed in 
great haſte with all his Train, and was 
very kindly receiv'd by all the Grandees 
of 
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of that Court, and Lodg'd in the De- 


-- ceaſed Kings Palace. 


Having forthwith conven'd all the 
Members of the Council of that King- 
dom, and having let them peruſe the 
Powers he had from Aboulvalid, in his 
Name to take Poſleſſion of that State ; 
they examind them, and having found 
them in the form they ovght to be, 


King Aboulvalid was acknowledg'd and 


declard King of that great Kingdom, 
and Abulcacim Aben Marchan Vice-roy 
in his abſence. But as in all times, and 
all Countries, People there are Tranſ- 
ported with a defire of Ruling ; one of 
the Principal Governours was there of 
this ; who flattering himſelf with the 
thought that being Mahomet Githairs 
near Relation, the Kingdom ought ra- 
ther to appertain to him, than to his 
Daughter, began under-hand to ſollicit 
all the Leading men and Governours, 
_ each 1n his turn, to aſſiſt him with his 
Forces. He repreſented to them, That 
being born in the Country, and with 
them brought up, and the late Kings 
neareſt Relation, the Crown belong'd 
to him, rather than to a Foreigner; 
and had the knack 1ſo to coaks them 
with fine promiſes, that they at laſt re- 

" folvd 
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folv'd among themſelves for the moſt 
part, to throw off Aboxlvalid's Yoak, 
and to place him in his ſtead upon the 
Throne. Hacan (fo was this Captain 
call'd) wanting not courage for ſo no- 
ble an enterprize; having aſſembled 
all the heads of his Party, entred by. 
main force into the Palace, where 
 Aben Marchan had his reſidence. "This 
Vice-King diſtruſted nothing; but as 
ſoon as he had notice of ſo very trea- 
cherous a defign, having put himſelf 
upon his detence with what happen'd 
to be about him, he choſe rather to 
dye in defending himſelf generouſly, 
than to fall alive into the hands of the 
Revolted. Thus though they only 
really deſird to take him Priſoner, they 
kiltd him,with all thoſe that were about 
him, without fo.much as one eſcaping, 
The rumour of this rifing being im- 
mediately ſpread, all thoſe of FZacar's 
Party proclaim'd him King, aſter the 
wonted manner, taking withal an Oath 
of Allegiance to him: And this new 
King fail'd not at his acceſhon to the 
Crown, to. beſtow favours upon all his 
Partizans, and to give, as all Uſurpers 
do, 2ll the orders neceſſary for the ac 
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At that fame time, One Wedneſday Suhb, a 
evening, 2 very great Comet appear'd Gamer. 


upon the Horion ; about whoſe angle 
it took up towards the Eaſt : It was ac- 
company'd. with very thick Clouds, 
extraordinary Winds, and pernicious 
Exhalations , and appeard for forty 
whole days together. This very much 
affrighting the new King, he caus'd the 
Mathematicians and Aftrologers of the 
Country to meet; who, aiter having 
very exactly examin'd the Elevation 
and Nature of this Comet , and the 
ſign in which it riſe, ſaid that it threat- 
ned the Kingdom with great Wars, and 
the Kings Perſon with an imminent 
Death. 

While they were ftill making their 
Obſervations, a great'Earthquake was 
felt,and being repeated to the eighth, or 
ninth time : and there aroſe ſo furious 
2 ſtorm at Sea by the great Eaſtern 
Winds, that all the people of this Coun- 
try, thought that the end of the World 
was coming ; nay, they ſaid they had 
heard by night, ſtrange howlings in 
the Mountains, that ſeem'd to be roar- 
ing Lyons. But what moſt amaz'd 
and was moſt ſtrange, was a Cloud 
that coming from the Weſt, burſt up- 

On 
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on their heads, and rain'd a water of the 


colour of blood. The Earthquakes 1 


have newly mention'd, had topſy-tur- 
vyed fome Houſes, and over-whelm'd 
whole Families uuder their ruines 3 in- 
ſomuch, that not only the people, but 
the King himſelf was in a Conſterna- 
tion, 

Theſe furprizing ſigns of Heavens 
anger , were followd with a great 
ſcarcity of Corn, that famiſh'd to death 
ſeveral perſons, as alſo with ' certain 
Contagious * Sores, that taking them 
in the Groyn, and behind the Ears, 
knock'd oft a very great number. 

Aboulvalid, whom Hacans Rebelli- 
or had very much inrag'd, ſeeing the 
people weary'd and ruind by all the 
late Wars, was not in a very good po- 
ſture to undertake fo great an one as 
this that fell upon his hands. He con- 
vend the Eſtates, where having exposd 
the neceſſity he was under, to go re- 
duce under his obedience a Kingdom 
that ſo lawfully belongd to him, on 
the account of the Queen his Wife ; 
and having demanded of them fuccours 
in Money, they anſwerd him that they 
ſhould not fail him in his need, but that 
it was requiſite firſt to know in wn 

ate 
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ſtate the Ringdom of 7hunis was, and 
whether the Peſtilence that had already 
laſted two months was ceasd ; the re» 
ſolution was taken that enquiry ſhould 
be made ; and the perſons ſent thither 
brought word back, That a world of 
people was there dead of it, bur that 

- the contagion began to diminiſh. This 
occaſion'd the haſtening the preparati- 
ons for that War; infomuch, that a 
great number of ſtout Ships were fit- 
ted out for the taking on Board fo great 
an Army, as was that then preparing 
to be embark'd in it, in the Spring in 

the Year following. 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 


Aboulvalid makes Muca Gene- 
ralifſimo of his Armies, and 
after having reduc d the King. 
dom of Thums under his Obe- 
 dience, returns into Arabia. 


7/ca had fervd Aboutvalid uſeful- 
ÞF ly in the War he had with his 
Brother ; he was his Father Almanzor's 
moſt Truſty Servant, and had had a 
great ſhare in the honour of the Con- 


queſt of Spain : All theſe reafons made 


this Prince caſt his eyes upon him, to 
confer on him the Conduct of his Ar- 
my ; and being then in his Govern- 
ment, he ſent him an expreſs Courier 
to give him notice of this new War, 
and that he had nominated him Gene- 
raliſſimo in all his Armies; the terms 
of his Letterto him were as follow. 


Aboulvalid 's 
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Aboutvalid's Letter to *Muca 
Abenzairi, Gencralifſimo in 
his Arnnes. | 


Praiſe be to our Soveraign God, 
Amen. 


HT E moſt High, and moſt Dread, 


King of the Arabians; Yicar of 


God, and Defender of his Law, Aboul- 
valid Abenacer ; Son of the Martial, Ca- 
liph, and Proteftor of the Faith, Valid 
Almanzor ; to the Governour of our Xing- 
dom of Aﬀrica ; the Prudent, Virtuous, 
and accompliſh d Gentleman, Loyal and 
Faithful Servant of our Crown, and Cap- 
tain-General of our Armies, by Sea and 
Land ; Muca Abenzair, Greeting. We 
write to you at preſent, to let you know 
that the Great Caliph Mahomet Gilhair, 
King of Thunis, our honour d Lord and Fa- 
ther-in-law being dead,and the virtuous A- 
bulcacim Aben Marchan our Servant,who 
had beeninourname to take poſſeſſion of that 
Kingdom, of Right and Fuſtice to us be- 
longing, hardly beginnins to make our 
people taſt the ſweetneſs of our Reign, 


when 
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when Captain Hacan, as you doubtleſs 
have been already informid, - entred by 


main force into the Palace Royal of Thus 


nis ; and after having kill d our Governour, 

aud all our faithful Servants, had with- 

drawn himſelf from his Allegiance to us; 

and by force, causd . himſelf to be ownd 

the abſolute King of all the Country ; 

which he governs Tyrannically. Where- 

* fore, for the recovery of that Kingdom, it is 

neceſſary that you aſſemble the greateſt 

number of Troops as ſhall be poſhble for 

you, in the Kingdoms that are under your 

Government ; and that you ſet forth with 

them and our Army, to repair to the Port 

*It isnot of Capha *, in the midſt of the month of 

_ _ Ragab, in the approaching hundredth Tear 

place that of the Hegira ; at which time, we will go 

ot, 70 foyn you with the Army which we cauſe 
nor how OY 

it'scall'd 70 be rais'd in the Kingdom of Syria and 

at preſent. Arabia ; ti11 when we refer the reſolving 

with you upon all matters, enjoyning you to 

order all as you ſhall judge moſt expedient, 

by your Prudence and Yalour ; wherein we 


have an entire confidence. 


From our Preſence, in the Palace of 
Corbal, in Arabia Felix, the 24. 
of the Moon Mahairan, in the 
Year 99. 


Muca 
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Muca having received the King his 
Maſters Orders, was overjoyd at the 
employment with which he honour'd 
him ; and having made Leavies through- 
out all his Kingdom, and heapd up 
all ſorts of Ammunition, as well fot the 
Fleet he had fitted out, as for his Land 
Army; he embark'd with twenty 
thouſand very. brick men, and made 
Sail towards the Levant, while the King 
was embark'd with twenty five thou- 
ſand Foot, and eight hundred Horſe, he 
had aſſembled in Arabia, and made Sail 
towards the-Weſt ; inſomuch, that the 
two Armies joind happily in the Port 
of Capha. This fill'd this Prince full 
of joy, for he -woud needs come in 
Perſon to this War, well perceiving 
that when he ſhould have reducd the 
Kingdom of 7hunis, he was abſolute 
Maſter of all Africa, from the Sea of 
the Levant, to that of the Ponaxt. 
Wherefore having Landed at 7hunis, 
he found not any oppoſition at his de- 
ſcent, and had the means to marſhal 
both his Armies in Battel-array. 

Hacan being fully inform'd of theſe 
Warlike preparations, was extremely 
intimidated : Nevertheleſs, as he had 
been long prepard to maintain his 

P Uſurpation, 
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Uſurpation, he had aſſembled forty 
thouſand Foot, and eight thouſand 
Horſe ; with whom he went with 
great Reſolution to meet Aboulvalid, 
and couragiouſly ſtood his coming in a 
large Plain, not far diſtant from the 
Sea, and calld Falh Almaligue* ; where 
having drawn up his Army in Battalia, 
it began by two bodies of Horſe, that 
Skirmiſh'd for ſore time before they 
ingap'd the reſt in the Battel, that laſt- 
ed all that day, from Three -a Clock 
in the Afternoon, till Night *, that ſe- 
parated the two Armies with the loſs 
of eight hundred Foot, and about 


three hundred Horſe, on the Kings fide ; 


and five hundred Foot, and four hun- 
dred Horſe on that of Hacan, with- 
out reckoning a number of Wounded; 
among others, one of Mac's Children, 
call'd 7ſmael, had two thruſts with a 
Pike in his Thigh, for which Aboulvas 
lid was much concern'd. But the Fa- 
ther ſeeing the Grief his Maſter thence 


receiv'd, told him with a very gay and 


reſolute countenance, that there was 
not matter for ſo much trouble as his 
Majeſty expreſs'd ; neither he nor his 
Son being come thither to gain Riches, 
but to dye for his Service ; and that 
thus, 
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thits, though his Son ſhould not recover 

of his Wounds, the matter would be 

ſmall, fince he was wy Born to dye: 
1 


On the contrary, he ſhould hold his 
Death as well employ'd, becauſe he had 
firſt ſo well aveng'd it; and this was 
true, for he had killd with his own 
hand a very great number of the Ene- 
mies; and that day perform'd actions 
worthy of an Eternal memory. 

On the morrow, which was the 97h. Ar the be- 
of the Moon of Taquel, in the hun- ginningof 
dredth Year, the Battel renew'd at ang Ne 
break of day, and laſted till Noon, 725. of 


| when #acay's Men began to Buckle, % -o:% 


and were at length by dint of Sword 
defeated. ZZacan ſeeing the flight of 
his Forces, ſought his ſafety in gallop- 
1g after them. 

The King being entred into 7 hunis, 
did not think he had gain'd an abſolute 
Victory, unleſs he had Hacan in his 
hands: So as that he forthwith fent 
Foot and Horſe out on all fides to ſeek 
him, promiſing them great rewards if 
they brought him to him. They 
ſought him fo well, that the Dogs of 
a Flock of Sheep barking aiter him 
iti a Cave where he was hid, created 
a deſire it them to go thither, and 

P 2 occaſtion'd 
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| occaſioned his beirg taken. He was 
immediately brought before Aboulvalid, 
to whom having given a great deal of 
11 language, as adeſperate man, that 
ſaw there was no Remiſlion for him ; 
the King, that was otherwiſe very 
mild, was fo provok'd, that he causd 
him to be impald alive, and left him in 
that condition upon the Gate of ' the 
Town, where he languithd five whole 
days ; at the end of which he dy'd a 
very cruel Death. All the Principal 
Leaders of this Rebellion were . then 
Beheaded ; and one of the: General 
Officers of the Army, call'd Abraham 
Hacen, was choſen to be Vice-roy of 
Thunis, in the room of Hacan the 
Rebel. 

Aboulvalid having ſettled his Autho- 
rity ig that Country, and brought all 
things again into their Primitive order, 

{ct forth again with his Army towards 
the Levant; and being arriv'd at Carbal, 
where he was receiv d with great Ac- 
clamations, the firſt thing he did, was 
to reward all the Principal men that 
had ferv'd him in that War, and parti- 
cularly Muca, whom he made of his 
high Council, and one of the Principal 
Miniſters of his State. After this, 
with- 
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without ſtaying longer in his Palace 
than was neceſſary to repoſe himfelf, 
he thought of raking a Pilgrimage to 
Mecque, Whither he went with a part of 
his Court. 

Being on his return through the De- 
farts, there aroſe ſo furious a Wind, 
that removing whole Mountains of 
Sand from one fide to another, as 
ſometime happens; it buryed above 
three hundred Perfons of his Retinue, 
that were found thus Interrd alive, 
which much afflited him. But having 
pafsd them, at the long run he arriv'd 
in good health in Arabia Fzlix, where 
he was receiv'd with great joy by all 
his Court, and thought in good earneſt 
_ torecreate himſelf, after all the troubles 
he had thitherto undergone. | 
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CHAP. NXXIX. 


The. Oath 4 Allegiance which 
Aboulyald T the States 
to take ts Jacob Almanzor 
his Son. 


HE Caliph thinking only now 

of leading a more calm and ſe- 
date life, and conſidering that he had 
not any other Children than Fa- 
cob Almanzor capable of ſucceeding 
him ; he was very willing to ſecure 
to him the Crown, before he was over- 
taken by Death, that regards Kings no 
more than other - men. For which 
reaſon, after having conven all the 
Grandees of his Kingdom, a Morabzte, 
calld Mahomet Algaſel;i, that was in 
great favour with him, and whoſe ad- 
vice he demanded in things of the high- 
_ eſt importance; by his order made them 
a long Speech, on which he gave them 
to underſtand, the reaſon for which he 
had calld them together; which was 
to 
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to own Prince Facoh Almanzor for 
Lawful King of all his great Realms, 


after his Fathers Death. The States C7 
having declar'd; they all approv'd this @ 


deſign, as a thing very advantageous to 
the good and profit of all the Nations. 
King Aboutvalid having one day put on 
his Royal Robes, fat in his Throne, and 
caus'd Prince Facob Almanzor to fit there 
with him, on his Right Hand ; and 
then all the Governours of the Places 
being preſent, Mahomet Algaſel; the 
Morabite, being ſeated on the Kings 
Leit Hand, roſe up and utter'd theſe 
words, with a loud and intelligible 
voice: Gentlemen, Honour d Governours, 
Virtuous Lords, and all you here preſent ; 
King Aboulvalid wills and requires, that 
you own Prince Jacob Almanzor, his Law- 
ful Son, who is here preſent, for abſolute 


Maſter of all his Realms, after his Death. 


Are you willing to make Oath to bim ac- 
cordinglytTowhich they anſwer'd aloud, 
Tes, we are willing; Do then, reply'd 
Algaſeli, as a token of the Allegiance you 
promiſe to him, and of the Poſſeſſion he 
from this preſent is going to take of the 
Crown, all that the King aud I am going 
to do, "Then the King riſing, took his 
Son by the Hand, and ſeated him in 
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his Throne ; and the Prince having 
taken the Right Hand of: his Father, 
kiſsd it for a mark of his Obedience, 
The Father on his ſide, for a token of 
the Bleſſing * he gave him, laid his 
Hand upon his Head ; and alſo kiſſing 


| his Sons Hand, fat down by him on 


his Right Hand; Algeſe!s the Morabite 
did the ſame, and fat down on his Left; 
and after him all the Governonrs of the 
Provinces having alſo kiisd his Hand ; 
an Alfaqui having brought the Alcoran, 
wraptupin a very rich ſtuff, and ha- 
ving laid it on the Table, A/gaſel: the 
Morabite roſe up from his Seat, and 
lifting up his voice, that he might be 
heard by the whole Aſdembly ;. ZHo- 
uorable Governours, ſaid he, and Virtu- 
ous Knights, and alſo every one of you here 
preſent ; Do not you ſwear and promiſe by 
the Supreme God, and by all that. is con- 
taind in this Book, to acknowledge and 
hold all your life long, Prince Jacob Al- 
manzor, for your King and Soveraign 0 
all the Realms, as Son and Lawful Heir, 
and Succeſſour of King Aboulvalid Abe- 
nacer, his Father? And all having an- 
ſwer'd, Tes, we promiſe it: Let him then, 
the Morabite reply'd, that ſhall not ac« 
compliſh what he has new promis'd, be 
declard 
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declar d Perjur d, Infamous *, and a Traytor * Hexir, 


to the State,and may the curſe of the Great 
God fall upon him, and on all his; and 
the whole Aſſembly cry'd, Amer. 
And the Morabite having ſaid, with an 
audible voice, That for the ſolemnity 
of their Oath of Allegiance, all ſhould 
do the ſame as the King and he did. 


nfamous, 
Perjur'd. 


The King being got up, and having ' 


kiſsd the Alcoray, put it upon his Head , 
the Morabite, and all the Chiefs and 
Governours did the fame afterwards, 
each in their order. After which, 
the Morabite being got up from his 
Seat, and having addreſsd his Speech 
to Prince Facob Almanzor ; Tour Celſi- 
tude, ſaid he to him, do you not ſwear 
and promiſe by the moſt Great, and moſt 
High, and by all that is contain'd in this 
Book, in Quality of Kings, and Sove- 
raign of theſe Realms, to do Fuſtice to 
his Subjefts ; and maintain and keep all 
the Priviledges, that the Kings his Pre- 
deceſſors in general, and each of them in 
particular have granted them ; ſo as that 
you may cauſe them to live in Peace, and 
not ſuffer any wrong to be done them. And 
the Prince having faid, Tes, and that 
he ſwore and promis'd it: Mind it well 
then, reply'd Algaſeli, for if you do not 
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do it, the curſe of God will fall upon 
You, as upon one perjurd; to which 


the Prince having anfwer'd, Amen: 


Let your Celſitude then, continued 
he, to ſhow you make an ſolemn 
Oath, de as I do: In uttering theſe 
words, he took the Book, and ha- 
ving kiſsd, and put it on his Head, 
he preſented it to the Prince, who 
did the like. 

This Ceremony being finiſh'd , 


all the Governours, and Leaders 


of Troops-, going out before the 
Prince , ſet him on Horſeback; and 
carryd him around through the 


City, in great Pomp, amid the 


noiſe of a world of Inſtruments : And 
all alighting at the great Moſch; 
and having ſaid their Prayers there, 
returnd with the ſame Pomp to 
the Palace, where the King his 
Father waited his coming, and where 


3 


the whole Cavalcade ended and ſepa- 
rated. 

This folemnity laſted three whole 
days ; during which, there was nought 
but Feaſts, Conſerts of Muſick, Tur- 
naments, and all the other Recrea- 
tons to be thought of. 


Theſe 
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Theſe three days. that had been 
given to joy being paſsd, the King 
causd the States to be. held once 
again in his Palace, to confirm and 
ratify all that had been. done ; and 


the Morabite opend the Seſſions in 


theſe terms. luſtrious Captains, Ge- 
uerous Governours, Brave Cavaliers, 
that are here all preſent ; do not you 
confirm and ratify the Oath of Altegi- 
ence, to Prince Jacob Almanzor, our 
Soveraign Lord, who is here preſent ? 
And all having anfwerd Tes; and 
ſaid expreſly, that they ratify'd it. 
Let all, purſu'd he, for the conclufi- 
on of ſo. ſolemn an Oath, do then, as 
the King and T ſhall do: In finiſh- 
ing theſe words the King arofe, 
and having taken the Aloray, he 
kiſsd it, - and put it again npon the 
Table; he alſo took the Prince his 


Sons hand and kiſsd it; and after 


that the Morabite, and all thoſe 
that compos'd that great Aſſem- 
bly, had done the fame, they 
were diſlolvd, after having all re- 
ceivd ſome favours from the 
King, who was very much fa- 
ticfy d with ſeeing the Accompliſh- 


ment of a thing he had ſo much 


defird. 
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defird. This great Ceremony paſsd 
*Thisdate 1N the ten firſt days * of .the Moon 


falls inthe of Rabeh, on the firſt day of the 
Year 104 of the Hegzra. 


Year 725 
of our 
Lord, in 
the month 
of March. 
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CHAP: XXX. - 


Aboulvalid's Death, who leaves 
to one of his MKinſmen,  call'd 
Mahomet Amcari, the Re- 
gency of his State, during his 
Sons Minority. 


A Porbvalid was much joy'd to ſee all 


his great Kingdoms in Peace, and 
all the Wars and Diſlentions he had 
been obligd to undergo, abſolutely 
ſtifled : But as the Wheel of Fortune 
turns continually, and there is no 
man upon Earth , that has a con- 
tinued and an accompliſh'd happi- 
neſs; all Great, and. all Mighty, as 
he was, he try'd it like other men; 
For he fell. into ſo obſtinate and fo 
violent a Feaver, that whatever care 
the greateſt and ableſt Phyſicians 
in the World took, that were at 
that time, they could not bring any 
Remedy to it. Wherefore this Prince 
ſeeing that all that was given Mn, 
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did him more hurt than good , re- 


ſolvd-upon taking nothing at all *'| 


And one day, in their preſence, and 
in. that of the Principal Perſons of 
his Court, he faid, That he plainl 
perceiv'd it to be the Will of God, 
that he ſhould *dye of that. illneſs ; 
that thus he thank'd them for all 
the- pains they had thitherto ta- 
ken, and that he had no Tonger 
any need of them. Then he dif- 
miſs'd them, as well as all thoſe that 
were about his Bed, and ſent for 
Mahomet Algaſeli the Morabite, to coh- 
fer with him upon. all things, and 
to provide the beſt he could for the 
Government of the State, after his 
Death ; which was what put him 
moſt in pain: For he plainly faw 
his Son was &@s yet too Young, to 
be able to contain ſo many Nations 
in their Duty ; and that it was ab- 
folutely requiſite, ro give the Regen- 
cy of the State to ſome one, during 
his Minority. He was much at a 
loſs, how to determine on whom to 
pitch; but he and Alpaſel; at laſt 
concluded , that there was not a 
man. of more Ability, nor in whom 
more Confidence could be put, than 
| in 
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in Mahomer Amcari; his very near 


; Relation 3 infomuch, that having had 
him calld to him, to tell him the 


choice he had made of his Perſon; 
and Amcari having made him a 
thouſand Proteſtations of Acknow- 
ledgment and Fidelity, he nam'd him 
in his laſt Will and Teſtament , the 
Regent and Lieutenant-General of 
the Empire, till that his Son Alman- 
zor Was at Age to Govern, 

He livd but a very few days 
after having declard his Will in 
this manner. And as he had go- 
vern'd with much Lenity. and Juſtice, 
his Funeral, that was perform'd 
with great ſtate, was accompany'd 
with a real Mourning by all the 
People, and with fuch tears as de- 
parted from a down-right Affliction. 
Mahomet Amcari having immediately 
taken: upon him the management 
of Afﬀairs, the Queen Mother re- 


folvd to live retired, as being well 


becoming a Widow ; and that fhe 
might have the more care of her 
Son, and keep him in the greater 
ſecurity, withdrew to a Country 
Houſe, whither the Caliph Almanzor, 
her Father-in-law, formerly retired ; 


and 
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Wherefore being gone thither to |. 


ſhur her felf up with all her Fa. 
mily, and that of the King her Son; 
Amcari ſeeing himſelf abſolute Maſter 
of the State, and obeyd by all the 
Governours of all the Realms that 
compoſe this great Empire, began to 
be ſenſible of the movements of 
Ambition, and the deſire of Reign- 
ing, that glides by little and little, 
like an Earth-worm, into the Hearts 
of all men; who from the nothing, 
wherein they were, ſee themſelves 


raisd up to Authority : For after 


having began to prick him on by 
little bites, they came at length to 
gnaw him. all over. | 

Having his mind poſleſsd with 
this thought, and only thinking of 
the means to bring it about, he 
- thought it expedient - to begin with 
gaining over the Principal men * of 
the Council and Army, and the Go- 
vernours of the Towns and Pro- 
vinces ; as thoſe that had all 
Forces of the State in their hands. 
Wherefore he let not any occaſion 
ſlip, of making them Preſents, _ 
0 
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of obliging them. When any of 
them dy'd, he only put in their 
'place fuch people as of whom he 


was well aſſured *®, and whom he 


thought would not fail him on oc- 


caſion ; and did this with fo much 
diſſimulation , that as he ſpoke to 
no body of his deſign, nor did any 
body perceive it. At length, having 
diſposd all things to his fancy; ha- 
ving reducd them to the point he 
judg'd proper for the Executing of 
his Treaſon, he wonld needs com- 
municate his mind to one of his 


principal friends, whom he had 


made head of the Council of War, 


| calld Abe» Culeyman ; who told 


him frankly, That ſince he ask'd 
him his advice, he found great in- 
conveniences, in undertaking a thing 
of that nature, as long as the Prince 
Facob Almanzor his Maſter was alive : 
For as he was beloved by all his 
Fathers Creatures, there would be 
doubtleſs, many Governours that 
would declare for him; that this 
enterprize would ſeem very {ſtrange 


{| to the Arabians; and that it would 


meet with great difficulties in the 
Provinces ; where, in imitation of him- 
ſelf, 
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f:1f, there would not be . a Govera 
nour, but would make himfelf King, 
it) the extent of his Government : 
That thus, whereas all he intended 
to do, was only to augment his 
Authority, and be abſolute and in- 
dependant, he would find himſelf 
abyſs'd, in the ſtormy Sea of Wars, 
which fuch an * over-turning would 
occaſion ; and that after he had 
thus Rioted the people , it would 
be no longer in his power to calm 
them : Theſe reaſons ſeem'd very 
pertinent to Mahomet Amcari; and 
as he had ever ſped in following the 
other Councils given him by Aber 
Caleyman, he plainly ſaw, that this 
he then gave him, departed from a 
man conſummated in the expert- 
ence of State Afﬀairs: Wherefore he 
bethought himſelf of an indubita» 
ble expedient, which was to rid 
himſelt of Prince Almanzor, He was 
reſolv'd not to communicate this 
thought to any other than the ſame 
Aben Culeyman ; but that Wiſe Coun- 
cellour - ſtill endeavoured to divert 
him gently, and by the beſt reaſons 
he could bethink himſelf of , from 
lo wicked a defign ; being in no 
wiſc 
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wiſe able to approve of ſo horrible 
a cruelty, and ſo baſe and black an 
ation. Nevertheleſs perceiving he 
could not root this intention out of 
his mind, he was furiouſly vexd ; 
and having at laſt reſolv'd upon ap- 
plying a fitting remedy , he thought 
it to be time to diſcover the ſecret 
of this Treaſon , to the Captain-Ge- 
neral, as to his beſt friend, and to 
the Prince his Maſters moſt Faith- 
ful Servant, Muca being much {ur- 
prizzd at fuch an infidelity, having 
confirmed his friend in the deſign 
he already had, of preventing ſo 
great a miſchief ; after having con- 
certed together what they had to do, 
and promisd one another the ſtrict- 
eſt ſecreſie , they reſolvd that Aber 
Culeyman ſhould continue to put the 
Regent upon this matter, of which 
he made him the confident ; and 
that he ſhon!d endeavour to dilco- 
ver by what byaſs he pretended to 
bring about his defign , that fo they 
might by the ſame means break. all 
his meaſures. 

This being their refult, Aden Cu- 
leyman happening to be with Amcar? 
alone, did not 132i to pur him upon 

Q 2» that 


228 The Conqueſt of Spain 


that Chapter; and the Regent has 


ving told him, That finding the diffi- 
culties he had urgd rational to all 
intents, he was reſolv'd to ' overcome 
them, by cauſing the Prince to be 
Poyſon'd ; after which | all things 
would be eafie to him : Aber Culey- 
man having to this made him anſwer, 
That he was in the right ; and ha- 
ving much ado to entertain the 


vexation he had on this account, he: 


left him as ſoon as he could, and 
went in all haſt to. inform Muca. 
Theſe two Truſty Servants, confider- 
ing the blackneſs of the Regents 
action, and of what a conſequence 
it was to think 'of ſaving the Prince 
their Maſter, from the peril that 
was preparing againſt him, found 
there to be leſs evil in berea- 
ving the Traytor Mahomet Amcart 
of his, life, and fail him in that 
occaſion, than to keep Is ſecret, 


to be Traytors to their Lawtul King: 


Wherefore they both reſolv'd to- 
oether, that they might - make 
the leſs noiſe and diſorder, to 
invite him one day to Dinner, and 
to ſeize on his Perſon while at Ta- 


ble: But in the mean whule, for fear 
the 
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| the Prince ſhould fall into the Trap 


that was laid for him, while they 
were taking their meaſures for fo 
hardy a . deſign, they thought it 
convenient to inform the Queen 
of all that ' paſsd, that fo ſhe might 
be upon her Guard, againſt the 
Treaſon that was preparing againſt 
the Prince her Son. Whereupon 
Muca went to ' her with all Ex- 
pedition, in that retird Houſe I men- 
tion'd; and having 'acquainted her 
with the Regents Perfidy , ſhe was 
much afflicted ; but ſhe receiv'd 
comfort at the fame, in having 
found fuch Loyal Perſons as would 
diſcover it to her. Muca having 
intreated the Queen, to keep the 
matter very ſecret, as it highly be- 
came her to do, both tor her 
Sons fake ; and the whole King- 
doms3 and having aſlurd him, ſhe 
might make account of him, and 
that he was refolvd to dye for her 
Service; he return'd in all haſt to 
the Court of Mahomet, the Re- 
gent. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 


The Regent Amcari, meaning 
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10  Tereave Prince _ Aman 
zor of his Life, is diſco- 


ver d, and puniſh d for his 
Perfi dh. 


Abomer Amcari, ſtill contriving 

to work the Princes Death, 

and; ſeeking for that purpoſe, the 
{afc{t and leaſt noifie means, causd 
very rich * Garment to be made, 


a Poylond ty make him a Preſent of, as is 


Kobe. 


cuſtomary at certain times : And 
after having causd it to be well 
prepard, with a very ſubtile Poyſon, 


ſent it to the Prince, with a thou- 


ſand other very gallant, and very 
curious Preſents. 

All thoſe of the Queens Palace, 
ſceing theſe Preſents untolded , were 
unmediately tranſported - with the 
beauty of that Veſtment ; all faying, 
That the Prince could not put on 
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a finer : But the Queen being afraid 
of its being poyſon'd, would by no 
means ſuffer him to wear it that 
day, no not ſo much as try it : 
And the Night being come , to fee 
if ſhe had any reaſon to harbour 
ſuch apprehenſfions, the had it put 
upon a great Greyhound, that was 
found dead on the morrow, his 
Skin all coverd with Sores. 
Mahomet's malice and deſign being 
then paſt all doubt, this generous 
Princeſs being very Prudent, and 
having a Courage above her Sex; 
without making any noiſe of the 
thing ſhe. had diſcoverd, or of the 
reſolution the had taken in her 
mind to puniſh ſuch an attempt, 
ſent to tell Mahomet Arncart tine 
Regent, That the Prince would be 
very glad to ſee him, and fthe al 
ſa, to diſcourſe upon ſome mat- 
ters of coniequence. And knowing 
him to be upon the way thither, 
ſhe caus'd all her Guards to keep 
the entrance of the Gate, as it it 
were to do him honour ; but with 
order, That none of his ihould be 
admitted in with him. As foon 
as he was centred, they ſcizd on 
Q 4 hs 
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his Perſon, and brought him into 
the Queens preſence; who having 
reproach'd him with his perfidy , 
and told him how ſhe knew all his 
Treacherous deſign , ſhe had an Exe- 
cutioner calld in, whom fſhe had 
at hand on purpoſe for his Execu- 


tion, and had his Throat cut into 


the Bafon of a Fountain that was 
in the Caſtle: Then having causd 
his Body to be laid upon an Afs, 
| had it carry'd to Carbal, and fo 
through all the Streets of that Ci- 
ty, follow'd by the publick Criers, 
who by found of Trumpet , Pro- 
claimed he was in that «condition, 
for having deſignd to Poyſon his 
King, and ſeize on the Crown; 
and after having left. it in the pub- 
lick place, ſhe causd his Head to 
be ſet upon the Gate of the Cj- 
ty. | 

She did not long defer coming 
to Carbal, with the Prince her Son; 
and entring tlie Palace, ſhe ſent im- 
mediately for the two Faithful 
Servants, who had revealed to her 
this moſt Trayterous deſign; and 
told them, That the obligation 
ſhe lay under, for the Service 9; 
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had both newly done her, was fo 
great, that ſhe knew not how to 
expreſs the acknowledgement ſhe 
had of it; that the only reward 
proportionate to it; was the Regency 
of the State; that ſhe had had 
a deſign, to give it to the one and 
to the other: but that as this great 
Authority which they both equally 
deſerv'd, could not be divided, and 
that ſhe was afraid of offending 
one of the two, if ſhe gave it to 
the other, ſhe was reſolvd to Go- 
vern the beſt ſhe could her elf, 
without giving any one that Ti- 
tle; but that ſhe would ever manage 
all things by their Councils, and 
that they ſhould ever be. the firſt of 
the State after her. They were 
both very well fatisfy'd with this 
reſolution; and News being come 
of a Party that was framing in 
the Weſt, ſhe ſent them both, as 
thoſe in whom ſhe had moſt con- 
fidence ; namely, Aben Culeyman 
into the Kingdom of 7hunis, and 
Muca into that of Morocco, with an 
abſolute Authority, there to contain 
the People in their Duty. Where- 
upon they both departed from _ 
at, 
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| bal coverd with . Honour and 
Teſtimonies of Eſteem and Aﬀeci- 


on, which the Queen and Prince 
gave them, and took their way 
towards the Ponant, Where they 
fafely arrivd; but in a ſhort while 
after, Ahen Culeyman falling ill, dy'd 1 
on the way: Muca ſpent his time 
in ſetting things in order, in @ 
Kingdom he had ſo long ſince left ; 
and Queen Ombhalair remain'd fole 
Regent. | 
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CHAT; AMAR 


Prince Almanzor's Death ; the 
Oueen his Mother dyes of 
Grief, in a ſhort time af- 
ter, and Ali Abilhachek 
cauſes himſelf to be Pro- 


claimed Caliph. 


Ueen Omhalair made it the whole 

F ſtudy and application of her 
mind, to bring up well her 

Son, the Prince Facob Almanzor , 
whom ſhe had ever in her Eye. 
| One day when that ſhe was gone 
to Dine with him, in a Garden out 
of the Town, the Prince after Din- 
ner threw himſelt upon a Bed, in' a 
Room where he fell a ſleep; and 
a Spider having prick'd him in the 
Right 'Eye , his Face ſwelld in ſuch 
a manner, and put him to ſuch great 
Pain, and occafton'd ſuch dangerous 


Fits, as that he livd but ſeven days. 
The 
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The Queen laid his Death fo to 
heart, that not being capable of re- 


ceiving any Conſolation, or of . ſur- | 


viving a Son, for whom ſhe had 
ſo tender an affection; ſhe fell into 
ſo great a Languiſhment, that all 
the Remedies of the Phyſicians in 
no wiſe eaſing her Malady, ſhe 
dyd fifteen days after him. | 

Theſe two Deaths, ſo ſudden and 
ſo cloſe upon one another, occaſion'd 
a mighty amazement in the Court, 


that was for ſome time in ſuch a + 


{urprize, that their whole diſcourſe 
was upon fo extraordinary a. thing. 
Butat length, coming to think that 
there was none left of the Race -of 
the Almanzors, to whom the Crown 
appertain'd by Succeſſion; the Lead- 
ing men of the Arabians, and the 
Governours of the Provinces, began 
to make their Cabals. One of them, 
calld Al; Abithacheck, chancing to 
have more Friends than the reſt, 
causd himſelf himſelf to be Pro- 
claimed Caliph; and after having 
causd an Oath of Allegiance to be 
taken to him, and. had his Corona- 
tion ſolemnizd with great Pomp, 
with the Solemnity, and the Merri- 

ments 
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ments that are wont tO be practic'd | 
\ in fuch like occaſions ; he began 
with rewarding thoſe that wraisd him 
to the place he held, oiving them Go- 
vernments and Employs; inſomuch, - 
that there was no body but on whom 
he conferr'd ſome favour : Beſides this, 
he apply'd himſelf in good earneſt to 
make regulations upon all abuſes that 
were introduc'd into the Government, 
and to do Juſtice to all thoſe that re- 

_ quir'd it of him, without making them 
wait ; infomuch that he acquird 1n 2 
ſhort time not only a great Reputation, 
but alſo the friendſhip of all the people 3 
they eſteem d themſelves very happy 
in being govern'd by fo good a King. 
Thus ended the Line of the Abouls 


walid Almanzors. 


